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17J6. QUIZ 

1. Anthropic 

 Anthropic, the U.S.-based artificial intelligence 
company behind the Claude AI models, temporarily 
disabled access to its most advanced models after the 
U.S. government ordered restrictions on foreign access, 
citing national security concerns. 

  The directive affected the newly launched 
Claude Fable 5 and Claude Mythos 5 models. 

Anthropic stated that, because it could not selectively 
block only foreign users, it suspended access more 
broadly while discussions with U.S. authorities 
continued. 

  2. Britain 

 Britain (United Kingdom) announced plans to prohibit children under the age of 16 from 
accessing major social media platforms such as TikTok, Instagram, Snapchat, Facebook, and 
X. 

3. Bharat Innovates 2026 

 Bharat Innovates 2026 was jointly inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and 
French President Emmanuel Macron in Nice, France, on June 14, 2026.  

 The initiative is part of the India–France Year of Innovation and seeks to strengthen 
cooperation in deep technology, startups, artificial intelligence, research, and innovation 
ecosystems. 

 The event brings together entrepreneurs, researchers, investors, policymakers, and industry 
leaders from both countries. 

4. Elon Musk became the world‟s first trillionaire 

 Following the reported SpaceX IPO and the continued rise in the valuation of his businesses, 
Elon Musk was widely reported to have become the world's first trillionaire. Musk‟s wealth is 
linked primarily to his stakes in SpaceX, Tesla, xAI, and other technology ventures. 

5. Google Gemini 

 Google Gemini, developed by Google DeepMind, powers the rebuilt version of Apple‟s Siri 
through an external AI partnership.  

 Gemini is a multimodal AI system capable of understanding and generating text, images, 
code, and other forms of data. 

6. Razorpay 

 Razorpay, one of India's leading fintech companies, reportedly filed confidential documents 
for an Initial Public Offering (IPO) valued at around $600 million. 

 Founded in 2014, Razorpay provides digital payment solutions, payment gateways, banking 
services, and financial management tools for businesses.  

7. Byju Raveendran 
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 Byju Raveendran, founder of the edtech company BYJU‟S, received temporary relief from a 
Singapore court in a contempt-related legal matter.  

 
 

17J6. Astha breaks 17-year-old 200m 
butterfly record 

         17            200                     
     

 Railways swimmer Astha Choudhury clocked 
2:18.37s to break the 17-year-old women‟s 200m 
butterfly record on the opening day of the National 
Aquatics Championships in Ahmedabad on Tuesday. 

            र                 म  ऱ  र             म  
 य                                            पर 
2:18.37           मय     ऱ र म  ऱ       200      

         प       17             र           य   
 Vinayak Vijay (men‟s 200m medley, 2:04.13) 

and Aditi Hegde (women‟s 1500m freestyle, 17:20.82) 
rewrote two new individual records. 

             (प    200           , 2:04.13) और       

      (म  ऱ  1500             , 17:20.82)        ए 

               ब  ए  
 Meanwhile, Karnataka women registered 3:53.45 to shatter the two-year-old 4x100m relay 

record. 

     ,                     3:53.45     मय      र               4x100            र            

  य   

 
 

GS Paper 1: History 17 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
17J6 Savarkar filed 10 mercy pleas before the British, grandnephew tells court  
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17J6. Savarkar filed 10 
mercy pleas before the 

British, grandnephew tells 
court 

                            

10                         , 
                          

 Satyaki Savarkar, the 
grandnephew of Vinayak Damodar 
Savarkar, told a special MP/MLA 
court in Pune that the right-wing 
ideologue had submitted 10 
clemency petitions to the British 
government seeking reduction of 
his sentence. 

                         प   

                 प       ए        

     /                  ब  य     

इ      प        र      प       म  
 म     म     र     ए                
10              (Clemency 

Petitions)               
 The testimony was part of a 

criminal defamation case Mr. 
Satyaki has filed against Congress 
leader Rahul Gandhi. 

य                                   
            य      र    यर 
                                   

 During the hearing of the 
case in the court of special judge 
Amol Shinde, Mr. Satyaki said 
Savarkar was referred to as “veer” in 
a periodical run by the Gadar 
Organisation before he was 

transferred to the Andaman Islands. 

       य य                      ऱ  म              र         य                             

भ            प                 र         ए  प     म     र र    “   ”      य      
 Asked about incarcerations of other revolutionaries from the same period, Mr. Satyaki said 

the likes of Rajguru, Batukeshwar Dutt, and Ashfaqulla Khan did not file clemency 

petitions. 

      ऱ         य         रय       र        ब र  म  प         पर       य                   , 

            और                   य  य     ए    यर              
 But Savarkar submitted a mercy petition within the first month after receiving his sentence, he 

said. 

                 र र                                   भ  र    ए                    र        
 Mr. Satyaki told the court that he was not aware of Bhagat Singh and Dutt petitioning the 

British government to demand treatment as prisoners of war, and to refuse concessions or 
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leniency. 

      य       य य ऱय    ब  य          इ  ब           र             भ        और         य     
             प म   य   र   ए               भ     र     रय य  य   रम           र  र        
       र  र    य             

 He agreed that Singh and Dutt stood by their ideology until the end of their lives. 

       इ  ब        म    य              औ      प               म  मय     प       र  र  
पर      र    

 Mr. Satyaki informed the court that records of Savarkar‟s 10 petitions exist in government 

archives. 

      य       य य ऱय    ब  य        र र    10               भऱ    र  र    भऱ     र  म  
 पऱ       

 He said the language in these petitions did not indicate loyalty to the British regime and were 
forwarded by prison authorities for approval. 

              इ  य           भ                                              मऱ          इ    
  ऱ       रय     र     म        ऱए          य   य      

 He said language used in clemency petitions followed official protocol. 

               य  य        म   य    भ                            प     
 Mr. Satyaki said he was not aware that Savarkar signed each petition with the phrase, “I beg 

to remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, V.D. Savarkar.” 

      य                  य       र                र र   य   य      पर “I beg to remain, Sir, 

your most obedient servant, V.D. Savarkar.”    य                र  र       
 He denied that Savarkar was released after these 10 pleas were filed. 

       इ  ब      इ   र   य     इ  10               यर         ब      र र     र    र   य   य  
    

 According to him, the British government had the authority to commute or alter sentences in 

mercy petitions. 

          र,                 य  य              र पर                                    र 
         

 „All pleas rejected‟ 

„ भ                  ‟ 

 Mr. Satyaki said the colonial government had rejected all of Savarkar‟s clemency petitions. 

      य             औप         र  र       र र     भ                        र  र   य  
    

 In their replies, the authorities expressed apprehension that Savarkar would rejoin the 
revolutionary movement if released, he said. 

               प     र  म        रय            य             र     ए      पर    र र प    
                 म     मऱ             

 Savarkar‟s grandnephew said that filing clemency petitions were standard procedures under 
the British government, adding that other prisoners had filed such petitions and the practice 
was neither exceptional nor illegal. 

   र र     प                                   य  य        यर  र   ए                 
                 य     य     भ      य     ए    यर        और य            र     और      
      

 The court recorded excerpts from one mercy petition in which Savarkar stated that others 
sent to the Andaman jail with him be released and he be kept incarcerated and classified as a 
Class D prisoner facing harsh punishment. 



                      
 

  

P
ag

e6
 

 य य ऱय    ए   य  य                   ए,    म     र र                                  भ    
 ए   य ऱ        र    र   य    ए और        य    र     म  र     ए          D          प म  
   र       य    ए  
 

GS Paper 1: Geography 17 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

17J6 India‟s rainfall deficit 35% as monsoon stalls 

                        भ                   35%     

 
 

 

17J6. India‟s rainfall deficit 35% as monsoon stalls 

                        भ                   35%     

 The shortfall in rainfall is concentrated in the regions the monsoon has failed to cover — 
Maharashtra, the Konkan coast, and the adjoining regions of central India — where its 

northward progress has been stalled for several days. 

         म  म  य           म                म       भ          प     प य     —        ,      

  ,         भ        म प        —      इ      र     र ब                           
 India Meteorological Department (IMD) statistics show that apart from northwest India, 

which has received 5% more rain than normal for this time of the year, all other regions are 

in the red. 

भ                 भ   (IMD)                  र    -      भ           र,      इ       म  
  म  य    5%                 ,         भ    य                        म      

 This includes east and northeast India (-43%), central India (-61%), and the southern 
peninsula (-14%). 

इ म              -     भ    (-43%),     भ    (-61%),                   (-14%)    मऱ     
 The Union government has placed 150 to 200 districts under priority monitoring, ordered 

weekly El Niño reviews, and is encouraging a shift towards cotton and pulses. 
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             150    200             म     र              र     ,                   म       
        ए             और           र फ ऱ प र                   य      

„Better placed‟ 

„              ‟ 

 While a rainfall deficit in June, the first of the monsoon months, is not unusual, it assumes 
additional significance in a year that forecasters globally have warned will likely be a „Super 
El Niño‟ year. 

य य प म           म म       म                 म  य        ,       य               म    र    
               म  म प      म              भ     „            ‟     ब  य      

 An El Niño event — the periodic warming of the central and eastern Pacific Ocean that 
tends to suppress the Indian monsoon — establishes itself only in the spring and exerts its 

influence mainly in the middle and later part of the season. 

             —                                       ऱ            म  र ,      म  य   
भ                 म  र  र      —          म                 और इ     भ   म  य   म      

   म य         म  र   म                 
 The Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO), a travelling band of atmospheric activity that can 

strengthen or weaken the monsoon, is currently in an “unfavourable phase”. 

     -                (MJO),      य म  ऱ य        य     ए       ऱ        और म         
म ब   य   म  र  र        ,    म   म  “            ” म      

 This implies that the onset over Mumbai is likely to be delayed by a further five to six days, 
until the next pulse strengthens, possibly aided by a low-pressure system forming over the 
Bay of Bengal, he reckoned. 

इ                    म  म           म  और         छ        ऱ  ब            ,  ब       

  ऱ  म        र  म ब          ए,                    म  ब      ऱ                       य   
 मऱ          

 The U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) issued an El Niño 
advisory on June 11, confirming the event had formed and placing the odds of it becoming 
“very strong” by winter at 63%. 

                                              (NOAA)    11                         र   र   
  ए प           य                             इ         ऱ    “         ” ब         भ     
63%     

 The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) had earlier put the probability of El Niño 
emerging between June and August at 80%. 

                      (WMO)    प ऱ                    ब                            भ     
80% ब        

 IMD‟s first-stage forecast in April pegged seasonal rainfall at 92% of the long-period 
average. 

IMD         म    र    म  र     प      म   म                          औ      92%       य  
    

 Its May-end update lowered this to 90% and assigned a 60% probability to a deficient year 
— the agency‟s most pessimistic pre-season forecast since 2015. 

इ                               म  इ       र 90%  र   य   य          -                   भ     
60% ब       —    2015    ब   ए         ब     र            -                      

 

GS Paper II: Polity 17 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      
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17J6 Courts must weigh civil disputes before criminal prosecution: HC        

  भ                                                          :              

17J6 What does the Tenth Schedule provide on party mergers? 

                                                        ?  

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 
 
17J6.  Courts must weigh civil disputes before criminal prosecution: HC  

          भ                                                          :     

         

 The Karnataka High Court has said that trial courts cannot ignore the pendency of civil 
proceedings while assessing whether criminal prosecution is being used as a weapon 
of harassment, and are duty-bound to scrutinise, even at the stage of framing of 
charges, whether the evidence genuinely discloses a strong suspicion and a 
reasonable prospect of conviction. 

                                य    ऱ   र    मय                   भ         पय   

                   प म            य     र     ,                (Trial Courts)                   
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   ऱ  ब           प          र             पर य     य             र प  य  र       र  म  भ  य  

      र      य     य       म              और                         भ             र       
 “The criminal law cannot be permitted to degenerate into a weapon of oppression in aid 

of a civil contest,” it said, citing Supreme Court observations that criminal law cannot be 

invoked against citizens, in the absence of legally tenable material, merely because a civil 
dispute subsists between the parties. 

 य य ऱय       , “                                                                           
                          ” इ     भ  म                              प  य       ऱ     य , 
   म       य           ऱ प   र     ब                   यम             र ,        प          

  म       भ   म ,     र                                र        ऱय           
 Justice M. Nagaprasanna made these observations while quashing the criminal cases 

against several persons and their advocate by the Bengaluru city police in connection with a 
complaint lodged against them in relation to a dispute over transactions of certain properties, 
the sale deeds of which were registered two decades ago. 

            .             य     प  य       मय      ब                            र     

 य   य                                 पर     म मऱ       र    र   य   य      य      

  प  य     ऱ  -         ब                 भ  म              ,                  (Sale Deeds) 

ऱ भ         प    प                
 The criminal justice system, it said, must operate through two filters — first, at the stage of 

investigation and filing of a chargesheet, and next, at the stage of framing of charge by the 
trial court. 

 य य ऱय                                      र  पर   य   र       ए — प ऱ ,      और 
       (Chargesheet)     ऱ  र       र  म ,        र ,                   र               
    र  म   

 

 

17J6. What does the Tenth Schedule provide on party mergers? 

                                                        ?  

 This prompted the 52nd Constitutional Amendment to introduce the Anti-Defection Law 
through the Tenth Schedule in 1985. 

इ      प र  म   प 1985 म  52                     र                   म  यम      -           
      (Anti-Defection Law) ऱ      य   य   

 This Schedule provides that a member of a House of Parliament or State Legislature who 
voluntarily gives up the membership of their political party or votes against the instructions of 
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their party in a House is liable for disqualification from such House. 

इ                  र,      य                           य य              प                 
      य               य      म  प                       म      र     ,               
(Disqualification)    प         

 The political party is the entire organisation of a party, while the legislature party is all the 

members of a political party in a House of Parliament or State Legislature. 

                    पय        ऱ      प               ,  ब             (Legislature Party)    
   पय       य       म  ऱ    भ  र    र         ऱ     भ              य         

 The Tenth Schedule originally had two exceptions that would not render the members liable 
for disqualification viz., one-third of members of the legislature party splitting to form a 
separate group (Paragraph 3), or a merger of their political party with another party that is 
approved by two-thirds of the members of its legislature party (Paragraph 4). 

  र  भ   प                  म      प                       य  य  य      ब         ,        
             ए -         य     र   ऱ   म   ब     (    छ   3)                          
  य  ऱ म    ऱय,               य   ऱ      -                               (    छ   4)  

 However, considering the need to strengthen the Anti-Defection Law, Paragraph 3 was 
omitted in 2003. 

  ऱ    ,   -                         ब           य               ए 2003 म      छ   3        
  य   य   

 With the deletion of Paragraph 3, there have been instances of two-thirds members of a 
legislature party „practically‟ defecting but claiming to be the original political party in order to 
escape disqualification. 

    छ   3    ए         ब           र    म    ए               य   ऱ      -           

 य     र   प     ऱ-ब ऱ  र     ए भ    य     म ऱ र         ऱ ब   र  य  य      ब        य   

 र   र    
 This happened in the case of Shiv Sena and Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) in June 

2022 and July 2023 respectively. 

            और                      (NCP)    म मऱ  म   म       2022 और       2023 म       
 There have also been instances where more than two-thirds members of a legislature party 

in a House have merged themselves with another political party to escape disqualification. 

    म मऱ  भ    म    ए                  म      य   ऱ      -                    य  य      
ब        ऱए   य             य र         ऱ म    ऱय  र ऱ        

 This happened in September 2019 in Rajasthan when all 6 BSP MLAs merged themselves 
with the Congress and in September 2022 in Goa when 8 out of 11 Congress MLAs 
merged themselves with the BJP. 

           2019 म          म     ,  ब                 (BSP)     भ  6               म  
   मऱ     ए,            2022 म       म     ,  ब           11       8        भ     म     मऱ    
 ए  

 The Bombay High Court upheld the merger of Goa‟s Congress Legislature Party with the 
BJP, though an appeal is pending in the Supreme Court. 

                                                 भ     म    ऱय        म   ,   ऱ     इ    ब   म  
              म   प ऱ ऱ  ब      

 A similar move occurred in April 2026 when 7 of 10 AAP Rajya Sabha MPs merged with the 
BJP. 

इ      र              2026 म       ब              (AAP)    10       7      भ        भ     
म     मऱ     ए  

 A plain reading of the Tenth Schedule allows only for the merger of a political party with 
another party that is approved by two-thirds of its legislature party. 
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                   म  य   यय  य                  ऱ                       य  ऱ म    ऱय    
म  य   , ब                 य   ऱ      -                                

 It does not authorise two-thirds of the legislature party in a House to merge itself with 

another political party and claim immunity from defection. 

य           म                 -                 य         य  ऱ म    ऱय    र  ऱ-ब ऱ    
   र         र         म              

 It is also subject to interpretation whether a merger of an original political party can occur 

only with another political party that already has members in the legislative House. 

य  भ   य  य        य                                 ऱय    ऱ      ऱ म                      
प ऱ               य      म     य     

 The Supreme Court, in the K. M. Singh case (2020), recommended that Parliament amend 
the Constitution to vest these powers in an independent tribunal headed by judges. 

                   .   .            (2020) म                                म          र इ  

    य      य य           य      ऱ                        प   
 An authoritative Supreme Court judgement on matters of merger and the establishment of 

an independent tribunal may reduce the ambiguities surrounding the Tenth Schedule. 

  ऱय   ब    म मऱ  पर ए    म                                    य य    र        प   
                        प           म  र          

 A stricter measure, as recommended by the Law Commission (1999), could be to amend the 
Tenth Schedule and delete Paragraph 4, which provides exemption from disqualification for 

merger of political parties. 

          (1999)                    र ए          र  प य य                              म  
        र     छ   4          य    ए,    र         ऱ       ऱय          म   य  य          

      र       

 

GS Paper II: Governance 17 June 2026 

TOPICS COVERED      

17J6 MSC Elsa 3 sinking: HC concerned over impact 

 MSC Elsa 3            :              भ                  

17J6 Cough syrup can‟t be sold without prescription: govt. 

                                               :       

17J6  Supreme Court seeks response from Centre, States on Aadhaar „misuse‟  

                         „       ‟        औ                      
17J6 Primed to treat 

                   

17J6 Five solutions Indian cities need, to stop fighting for water week after week 

भ                 -                                                       

 
 

An employee of the Terratis company releases sterile male 
tiger mosquitoes in Montpellier, southern France, on June 
5, 2026. With global warming, 80% of the world‟s population 
now runs the risk of being exposed to one or more 
infectious diseases long considered tropical, which cause 
more than a million deaths a year, according to the WHO. 
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TIGER MOSQUITOES 

 

 

 

6 

Tiger mosquitoes are mosquitoes belonging mainly to the 

genus Aedes, especially: 

 Aedes aegypti  

 Aedes albopictus  

They are called "tiger mosquitoes" because of their 

distinctive black body with white stripes, resembling a 

tiger's markings.  

Identification 

Aedes aegypti 

 Black body  

 White markings on legs  

 Lyre-shaped white pattern on thorax  

Aedes albopictus (Asian Tiger Mosquito) 

 Black body  

 Single white stripe running down the center of the thorax  

 Prominent white bands on legs  

Why Are They Important? 

Tiger mosquitoes are among the world's most important disease vectors. 

They transmit: 

Disease Pathogen 

Dengue Fever Dengue virus 

Chikungunya Chikungunya virus 

Zika Virus Disease Zika virus 

Yellow Fever Yellow fever virus 

Rift Valley Fever Rift Valley fever virus 
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17J6. MSC Elsa 3 sinking: HC concerned over impact 

 MSC Elsa 3            :              भ                  

 Expressing serious concern over the absence of an environmental 
impact assessment (EIA) on the sinking of the ship MSC Elsa 3 off the 
Alappuzha coast in May 2025, the Kerala High Court on Tuesday sought the 
response of the Centre and other agencies. 

   2025 म                     MSC Elsa 3           ब   पर            भ        

(EIA)     भ      ऱ  र   भ र        य    र     ए                     म  ऱ  र        

            य ए    य        ब म      
 The court sought the response of the Ministry of Environment, Forests and 

Climate Change and the Director-General of Shipping on the marine and coastal 

ecological impacts caused by the wreckage. 

 य य ऱय    मऱब       र    प         ए                      भ         ब   म         , 

                                                 (Director-General of Shipping) 

      ब म      
 Many of the containers were carrying hazardous cargo, including 339.20 

tonnes of calcium carbide. 

        र  म             (hazardous 

cargo)   ,    म  339.20            

        भ     मऱ     
 
 
17J6. Cough syrup can‟t be 

sold without prescription: govt. 

                              

                 :        

 Medicinal syrups, including 
those used to treat coughs, can no 
longer be bought without a doctor‟s 
prescription, according to a 
government notification issued on 
Tuesday. 

म  ऱ  र      र  ए   र  र              
     र,                म   य      रप 

     औ           ब              
(Prescription)     ब         र       
       

 This means that over-the-
counter sales of these syrups will no 

longer be allowed. 

इ              इ    रप        - -       (OTC) 

      ब    म             
 The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare 

notified the change to the Drugs Rules, 1945, 

which laid out the regulations pertaining to the 
Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940. 

                                  औ        , 
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1945 (Drugs Rules, 1945) म  इ  प र                   य ,    औ                    
       , 1940 (Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940)      ब         यम           र   र       

 Tuesday‟s notification directed that the word „syrups‟ be removed from the list of items that 

had been exempted from the provisions of the Act. 

म  ऱ  र             म          य   य     „     (Syrups)‟                                य  
  ए            यम                            

 The rules had earlier specified that “Syrups, lozenges, pills and tablets for cough” would 
be exempted, meaning that cough lozenges, pills, and tablets will still be available over the 

counter. 

  यम  म  प ऱ  य                “                 ,      ,         औ        ”              , 
                              ,         औ          ब भ   ब   प       पऱ   र      

 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
17J6. Supreme Court seeks response from Centre, States on Aadhaar „misuse‟  

                         „       ‟        औ                       

 The Supreme Court on Tuesday sought responses from the Centre and States on a 
plea alleging misuse of Aadhaar cards issued by the Unique Identification Authority of 
India (UIDAI) as proof of citizenship, domicile and residence. 
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                 म  ऱ  र    भ                           (UIDAI)    र    र               
        ,        (Domicile)               म       प म          पय     ब    य      पर     

और                   ब म      
 The petition contended that the continued use of Aadhaar for purposes beyond identity 

verification is contrary to Section 9 of the Aadhaar Act, 2016, which expressly states that 

Aadhaar is not proof of citizenship or domicile. 

य      म        य   य                  (Identity Verification)    पर       य      ऱए    र    
  र  र  पय               , 2016         9      पर     ,    म   प    प         य        

   र          य             म            
 It also relied on an August 2023 UIDAI notification clarifying that Aadhaar serves only as 

proof of identity and cannot be treated as proof of citizenship, residence or date of birth. 

य      म       2023    UIDAI             भ    ऱ     य   य ,    म   प      य   य        

   र    ऱ                  और इ           ,                         म       प म       
म             

Electoral integrity 

                        

 The plea also questioned the use of Aadhaar as proof of date of birth and residence in Form-
6, the application form for fresh voter registration. 

य      म   ए म      प    र        य        -6 म     र             और                प म  
     र   ए      पर भ         य   य   

  “Aadhaar is not only being used as proof of age, citizenship & domicile for school 
admission, property purchase, and to obtain birth certificate, ration card, driving 
licence, but also being used in the application form for new voter registration (Form-6) 
as proof of date of birth & proof of residence. And thus, infiltrators & illegal immigrants 
are obtaining various documents using the Aadhaar,” the plea stated. 

य      म       य     “                            ,           ,         -  ,           
औ                                     ,                                                      
      ,                        (    -6)             औ                      भ              
           ,          औ                                 भ                          ” 

 “Infiltration is a weapon of political parties to subvert the electoral process for their 
benefit. West Bengal, Assam and other Northeastern States have been afflicted by 
cheap political tactics. The infiltrators are helped by either the party in power or the 
Opposition parties, and are also helped with identity documents such as 
Aadhaar/ration card. Once they have a plethora of documents, they enrol themselves in 
the voting list. Thus, the sacrosanct nature of the election process is compromised,” 
the plea stated. 

य      म       य     “                                 भ                          भ     

                                     ,     औ                                         
    भ                                                                                   औ  
                                                                                               
                                                                  भ             ” 

„Complete overhaul‟ 

„            ‟ 
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 Accordingly, the petition sought a complete overhaul of the 

verification framework used in electoral processes and proposed the 
establishment of a high-powered monitoring committee 

comprising a retired Supreme Court judge along with cybersecurity 
and forensic experts to oversee reforms. 

      र, य      म             य    म   य                         
           म                  र        र        ऱए ए           

                    र            र    य ,    म  ए            

                         ,                                

          मऱ     

17J6. Primed to treat 

                   

 The emergence of a case of the Nipah virus in Kerala and 

the subsequent control in the State is indicative of two things: first, 
Kerala‟s own mix of ecological factors and anthropogenic activity 

that makes it vulnerable every monsoon season to the possibility of 
Nipah spreading, the hosts being fruit bats. 

     म                 ए  म मऱ       म       और      ब   र  य म  
   पर   य        प    य          ब                    : प ऱ ,   रऱ म  
म                        और                            म  , 

     य   म          म                     र    प         र    
  भ            इ           ऱ ब         

 The World Health Organization (WHO) has classified 
Nipah a priority pathogen, accounting for its lethality, potential to 
cause outbreaks, even a pandemic. 

                  (WHO)             ए                          
 प म           य    ,  य    य    य                   प और य    
      म  म र    प    र       म   र        

 It is just one of several pathogens that WHO has flagged for 
Kerala — including avian influenza and Kyasanur Forest Disease. 

य          र       म     ए               WHO      रऱ         
  य    ,    म                  और                 भ     मऱ     

 It is clear that human activity on the fringes of forest 
zones, encroaching into traditional habitats of the fruit bats, has a 

central role to play in the transmission of the virus; in time, this 
originally zoonotic infection jumped to humans. 

य   प                      म    पर        ऱ                   ,    
                   प र प र        म      म   र     ,   यर     
   र म      य भ  म     भ      ;  मय        य  म ऱ                 

म   य  म  फ ऱ  य   
 Repeatedly, the source of infection has been traced to consuming contaminated fruits, or 

contact with water sources contaminated by bats. 

ब र-ब र    म                                    म         र          ए  ए              प   
         य      

 This also indicates that the overall approach should be from a One Health perspective, 
considering environmental and animal interplays with humans, and not a mere health-care 

angle. 
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य  भ  इ      र          म                          पर     र           ए,    म  म   य     
              और    -             य       भ   य   म  र     ए,         ऱ                
            

 Its system has become adept at maintaining a high index of suspicion for cases of acute 
encephalitis; watching out for clusters, and with clinical efficiency, deploying protocols to 

control further spread and reach all those who need medical assistance. 

इ       ऱ                (Acute Encephalitis)    म मऱ               र           ब  ए 

र   ,   भ                  (Clusters) पर    र    र                                      ऱ 

ऱ     र   म    म         ,       म            र      य      र  और            य      
   य      ऱ   भ  ऱ       प               र   

Avian Influenza (Bird Flu) and Kyasanur Forest Disease 
 These are both zoonotic diseases (diseases transmitted from animals to humans), but they differ 

significantly in their causative agents, reservoirs, transmission, and geographical distribution. 

Feature Avian Influenza (Bird Flu) Kyasanur Forest Disease (KFD) 

Causative Agent Influenza A virus (commonly H5N1, H5N8, 
H7N9) 

Kyasanur Forest Disease Virus (KFDV), a 
Flavivirus 

Disease Type Viral respiratory disease Viral hemorrhagic fever 

Reservoir Wild aquatic birds (ducks, geese, migratory 
birds) 

Small mammals, rodents, shrews; 
monkeys act as amplifying hosts 

Vector No vector; direct transmission from infected 
birds 

Tick-borne disease (mainly Haemaphysalis 
ticks) 

Transmission to 
Humans 

Contact with infected birds, poultry, 
droppings, contaminated surfaces 

Bite of infected ticks or contact with 
infected animals 

Human-to-Human 
Transmission 

Very rare Not known to occur 

Main Symptoms Fever, cough, sore throat, pneumonia, 
respiratory distress 

High fever, headache, muscle pain, 
bleeding tendencies, weakness 

Mortality Can be high in severe strains like H5N1 Around 3–10% 
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Geographical 
Distribution 

Worldwide, especially along migratory bird 
routes 

Endemic mainly in Western Ghats region of 
India 

Vaccine Availability Poultry vaccines available; limited human 
vaccines 

KFD vaccine available in endemic areas of 
India 

 

 
 

 

17J6. Five solutions Indian cities need, to stop fighting for water week after 

week 

भ                 -                                                       

 Water-secure cities require a combination of clear and transparent emergency planning, 
systematic reduction of water losses through leak repairs, collective efforts to curb demand, 
strong safeguards to ensure water quality during shortages, and better management and 
reuse of wastewater. 
Fourth, any emergency response must include water quality: rapid testing in high-risk 
neighbourhoods and tanker water supply, temporary support for basic treatment where 
problems are found, and simple communication about safe storage. 
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     ,      भ                                                       ;                
                                     ,                   भ                              
           भ                                               

 Finally, water security cannot be achieved without improving how we manage used-
water. 

     ,                                                                           

 Quick, low-cost upgrades to used-water treatment plants such as optimising aeration, de-
weeding, and desludging, can further reduce pollution and help augment available surface-
water and groundwater resources. 

                      म       (Aeration)         ऱ ,                 (De-weeding)     
            (Desludging)         र  और  म ऱ      ऱ     य           और  म  र         
     पऱ           ए   भ               ब     म     य    र          
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17J6. IORA examining Canada‟s 
request to be observer 

                     (IORA)          
                                           

 Canada‟s application to become an 
observer in the Indian Ocean Rim Association 
(IORA) “is being examined” at the 28th 
meeting of the Committee of Senior Officials 
being held in New Delhi, Sanjiv Ranjan, IORA‟s 
Secretary-General, told The Hindu on Monday. 

                     (IORA) म          (Observer) 

ब        ऱए                   “           र     ”, 
य       र  IORA                            म  र 

                  य     य          म   य           

                   (Committee of Senior 

Officials)    28         म      र         
 “Canada has made an application to 

become a dialogue partner of the organisation, 
and it is being examined at this meeting,” he 

said. 

          , “                        भ       
(Dialogue Partner)                           औ  
                                      ” 

 Mr. Ranjan added member states could 
benefit from Canada‟s potential inclusion into the 
fold considering its expertise in varied maritime 
domains. 

   र                 भ               (Maritime 

Domains) म                               ए      
  भ        मऱ            य         ऱ भ             

 “They [Canada] are a big maritime 
power because of the huge coastal zones they 
have, they also have various initiatives and 
expertise in maritime safety, security and 
connectivity, among other areas, which would 
be of help to other member states of the 
organisation,” he said. 

          , “                                  

                                         ,                     ,      ,                      
             औ             ,                                                   ” 

 Mr. Ranjan welcomed the potential peace deal between Iran and the U.S. that could end 
more than 100 days of hostilities in the Strait of Hormuz. 

   र            और            ब     भ                             य ,              

         (Strait of Hormuz) म  100                                 म                
 “It is a welcome thing that we may have an agreement by the end of this week as has 

been reported,” he said. 

          , “                                                                             
   ” 
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 Listing out priorities in the Indian Ocean, Mr. Ranjan said disaster response and mitigation 

remain a priority for IORA. 

                        म           ऱ    र     ए    र                           (Disaster 

Response) और          (Mitigation) IORA     म       म      म  ब     ए     
 He said the adverse impact of climate change would be “disproportionate” in the Indian 

Ocean. 

                                     ऱ  भ        म     र     म  “                       

(Disproportionate)”       
 “Therefore, we must be ready in dealing with that,” he said. 

          , “                                              ” 

 

17J6. Limits of America 

                  
 Israel and the U.S. launched their war on Iran on February 28 

to bring about regime change in Tehran, destroy its nuclear and 
missile capabilities and end its support for non-state actors such as 
Hamas, Hezbollah and Houthis. 

       और            28 फर र                   य      र भ   य , 
           य        म               ऱ   ,             ए          

               र           ,           और              -       

  भ            ए    र         म        म     र       
 More than 100 days later, on June 15, the U.S. reached a 

memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Iran to end fighting, lift 
the blockades in the Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf of Oman — 

disruptions that did not exist before the war — and pave the way for 
more substantive talks on the nuclear question, while Israel, 

frustrated and isolated, is watching from the sidelines. 

100               मय ब  , 15       ,                        ए  

            (MoU)   य ,            य        म     र  ,        

         और              म  ऱ  ए  ए   र             —    य    

   प           म          —                  पर                       म    
      र     ,  ब     र   और  ऱ - ऱ  प              र     य   ब 

    र       
 Iranian officials say the arrangement would include the 

release of some frozen assets and reparations for Tehran as part of 
a broader regional ceasefire agreement. 

                              इ   य     म             ऱए             

               र    और          भ     मऱ     ,    ए   य प      य 

                                
 Washington underestimated Iran‟s resolve, strategic depth 

and geographical advantages. 

                        प, र         र   और भ    ऱ  ऱ भ      म 

 र         
 As Henry Kissinger put it, “the guerrilla wins if he does not 

lose”. 

                               , “   र ऱ   ब           ब      र           ” 
 Iran won this war by not losing while the U.S., the most 

powerful country, lost it by failing to achieve its goals. 
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        य  य      र      ब  र     ,  ब            ब         ऱ                प        य  
         र   म    फऱ र  र   र  य   

 One potential disruptor, however, could be Israel, which has said it would not withdraw from 
occupied Southern Lebanon. 

  ऱ    , ए    भ     ब                     ,                           ऱ                  प    
            

 Iran and the U.S. should rein in their respective allies, Hezbollah and Israel; Tehran should 

also take measures to instil confidence in the process. 

     और             प  - प     य   य ,           और       ,      य      र       ए;     

             भ  इ     य  म           प    र          म           ए  
 It has already demonstrated its deterrence by taking control of the Strait of Hormuz. 

                   पर   य        प   र    प                        प ऱ      र          

 

17J6. A nation determined to endure and overcome 

                               औ                                               

 It is a land of great contrasts both in climate and geography and is inhabited by, in the words 

of an ancient historian, “a poor people with a proud spirit.” 

य         और भ              य       य                ऱ         और, ए        इ       र    
     म , य    “ र ब         र   ऱ    म    ऱ  ऱ  ”        र       

 Under the Qajar and Pahlavi dynasties, it sought for an emulation of all things Western until 
the Islamic Revolution of 1979 reversed the trend and brought forth a new prototype. 

      और                     ऱ म       प   म        ऱ  और                र   र      
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 य     य ,  ब       1979                    इ            ऱ  र ए   ए    म        म      
  य   

The decline of the Shah 

           

 The discovery of oil in the country in 1901 had led to the formation of the Anglo-Iranian Oil 
Company (AIOC) with the British government holding almost half its shares. 

1901 म      म                प र  म   प      -                  (AIOC)       प      , 

   म                 ऱ भ             र      
 However, post World War II, its nationalisation in 1953 resulted in tensions with Western 

powers, which led to the active involvement of the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) in 
overthrowing the then Mosaddeq government. 

                          ब   1953 म  इ                                             प   

   ,       प र  म   प CIA (                  )        ऱ                     प     र   
म     य भ  म     भ    

 The U.S. then became the deciding factor in resolving the Anglo-Iranian nationalisation 
dispute. 

इ    ब                -                            म     म       य    र  ब   य   
 This resulted in poorly conceived and badly implemented programmes of socio-economic 

and military modernisation by the Shah; his so-called White Revolution (a series of 
reforms to modernise Iran) and „Great Civilisation‟ projects (highlighted by the 2,500th 

anniversary of the Iranian monarchy) were not successful and were widely resented within 
Iran. 

इ    प र  म   प        र         -      और                          य  म       ए  ए 

    म  र य     और  र ब   य   य           ;                         (White Revolution) 

    „               ‟            (       र    र          2500                  र पर        प 

            य   य )  फऱ      र    और  र   म   य प              र  ब     
 The major sources of opposition were political organisations from both the left and the right; 

pro-democracy reformists; merchants and bazaaris; and the ulema (recognised scholars 

of Islam). 

  र       म        म    मप    और     प                  ,                       ,         
औ            ,           (इ ऱ म    म  य              )    मऱ     

 In the 1970s, according to a contemporary observer, “the political culture of the Shah‟s 
regime both became more repressive and hardened on the one hand, and more remote and 

attenuated on the other.” 

1970        म , ए   म  ऱ   पय              र,                              ए   र      

        और    र        ,  ब      र   र                र और  म  र प        
 The subsequent „progress‟ in U.S.-Iran relations emanated from wrong policies, 

misunderstandings and cultural misperceptions. 

इ    ब          -            म             „    ‟    ,     ऱ      य ,      य  और           

                भ         
 These together contributed to the U.S. becoming in the eyes of Iran, the „Great Satan‟. 

इ   भ    र       मऱ र              म             „          ‟ (Great Satan) ब     य   
 Also in the 1970s, the U.S. encouraged Iran to develop nuclear power arguing that the 

country would eventually run out of oil. 

1970        म                                            र       ऱए            य , य           
  ए    भ   य म           ऱ  म                
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 The Shah also periodically hinted that he wanted Iran to build nuclear weapons and, in 

response to official denials, said Iran “has no intention of acquiring [them] but if small states 
began building them, then Iran might reconsider its policy.” 

     मय- मय पर य        भ                                        प   ब              और 
      र             र म                    र   “           र          इर         र   ,       
य        र           म      र भ  र     ,     र    प        पर प       र  र         ” 

 U.S. documents of that period suggest that it was in the U.S.‟s national interest, both with 
respect to the economy and security, to have Iran acquire nuclear power. 

    मय                                               और                य                    
                                          म  म             

 However, by the end of 1977, the Shah had alienated the ulema, estranged the merchants, 
and created a poor and deracinated working class in Tehran. 

  ऱ    , 1977                            प        र  र   य    ,               ऱ - ऱ   र   य  
   और        म  ए   र ब                                  म     र   य      

 As alternatives, radical intellectuals such as Ali Shariati propagated the ideology of „Red 
Shiism‟ (a reinterpretation of Shi‟a Islam as an active, classless movement for social 
justice). 

     प      र  र      प म                         र  ब        य     „            (Red Shiism)‟ 

       र  र        र   य ,    म                प   य   य                   ऱए    य और 
           ऱ      प म         

 But separately, and with greater impact and influence, Ayatollah Khomeini was advocating 
for the Vilayat-e-Faqih (Regency of the Islamic Jurist). 

       ऱ   प    और       भ        भ    ऱ                                - -     

(                         )        र       म     र र       
 The revolution of 1979 was not primarily a religious event though it drew strength from its 

Shia form. 

1979          म  य  प       म               , य य प      प                                  
 It was sustained by middle-class disillusionment with corruption and economic 

stagnation. 

इ           और                               भ        र  र  म     मऱ   
 The process of Islamisation of the state and society commenced with a national 

referendum in March 1979 and gradually enveloped the institutions and practices of the 

state. 

र  य और  म                      य       1979 म   य                -          र भ     

और   र -  र  र  य                  य     ऱय      प    भ   म  ऱ        

 Regional tranquillity was further shattered when Iraq disowned the 1975 Algiers Treaty and 
invaded Iran in 1980 at different points of their common border. 

    य          और            ब प       ब         1975                          र  र   य  
और 1980 म         म        भ    ब      पर      पर   म   र   य   

 The seven-year war, from 1980 to 1987, unleashed by Iraq became for Iran a defence of its 

national territory. 

1980    1987     ऱ         य य   ,                र भ   य    ,          ऱए  प   र    य     

   र      य    ब   य   
 It transformed from a border war on Iran‟s western borders in the first two years to becoming 

a full-fledged war extending into the interior cities. 

य    र  भ         म   र      प   म    म          म                            र     र  

  र     फ ऱ     ऱ                   ब   य   
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 It became an inescapable fact of life in Iran and merged into the consciousness of the public. 

य                  ए   प र  य    य ब   य  और           म                    ब   य   
 Iraq was assisted in the war by most Arab countries as well as by the U.S. 

य    म                                           म             
 Each had its own reasons to be apprehensive of Iran‟s revolutionary agenda emphasised in 

Khomeini‟s pronouncement that “there is only one way to save this revolution and that is to 
rapidly export the revolution, mobilise the world‟s Muslims and, later on all oppressed 
masses against the oppressors and governments related to them.” 

  य      प                              ऱ  र                 प     र    ,                इ      म  
र          य   य        “इ           ब           ऱ ए      र      , और                         
      ,                      ब   म   भ                       प     और        ब      र  र  
                 र   ” 

 Israel covertly assisted Iran, viewing Iraqi President Saddam Hussein as the more severe, 
existential threat. 

                प               य     ,  य                                           भ र 
              म         

 This pragmatism overrode the ideological hostility against the newly established Islamic 
Republic and resulted in a crucial, multi-faceted role for Israel. 

इ                             प                       म                      प          य  
और इ र इऱ     ऱए ए  म   प        ब   य म  भ  म      म           य   

 The country became one of Iran‟s primary sources of military equipment, covertly 
providing desperately needed spare parts, ammunition, and heavy weapons. 

य                                           म     ए  ब   य  और            प      य   

   य             ,     -         भ            पऱब     र ए  
 In 1980, it secretly supplied Iran with hundreds of spare tires to keep its grounded American-

made F-4 Phantom fighter jets operational. 

1980 म  इ     र                             प     पऱ    र ए            म  र      म     -4 

                     ऱ  य  य ब   र    
 In exchange for covert arms sales, Israel received Iranian crude oil. 

                    ब ऱ  इ र इऱ                             
 This helped Israel bypass the severe energy shortages caused by the 1979 oil crisis, while 

allowing Iran to sustain its war effort. 

इ    इ र इऱ    1979                  प     भ र               बर   म     य    मऱ ,  ब    र   

 प                ब  ए र    म   फऱ र    
 It also provided Israel‟s domestic defence industry with valuable combat-testing data for its 

weapons. 

इ    इ र इऱ     र ऱ                प      य र      ऱए म   प        -                   भ  
       ए  

 Israeli policymakers believed that a strong and well-supplied Iran would successfully bog 
down Saddam Hussein‟s military, preventing Iraq from posing a threat to its neighbours or 

Israel itself. 

            -             म           ए  म ब   और पय                य        ,             

           ऱ ब   मय     ऱ  ए र    ,       इर    प   प    य         य  इ र इऱ     ऱए   र  
     ब         

 By ensuring that the two most hostile regional powers spent eight years depleting each 
other‟s military, economic, and human resources, the conflict provided Israel with a highly 
valuable “strategic breather”. 

य            र                 ब        प        य             ए -   र         ,       और 
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                   म     र   र  , इ           इ र इऱ    ए    य   म  य    “             ” 

       य   
 It also, at times, helped facilitate the safe and unhindered emigration of the Persian Jewish 

community out of Iran. 

इ     मय- मय पर                        र        र    और   ब            भ     म ब  य   
 The war gave the revolutionary authorities of Iran an opportunity to weaken the Iranian 

national army of the Shah‟s period and to create instead the „Sepahe-e-Pasdaran‟ or the 
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC). 

इ  य        र                                ऱ                          म  र  र   और      
     पर „     - -        ‟                                     (IRGC)       प         र 
       य   

 It went from strength to strength during the war, numbering around 1 million while the regular 
armed forces numbered around 3,55,000. 

य         र   य          र  र म ब         य  और इ       य  ऱ भ  10        प       , 

 ब     य म       बऱ        य  ऱ भ  3,55,000     

 It reduced the import of non-essentials and managed to keep its oil flowing despite periodic 
air attacks. 

        -                 य       म   य  और  मय- मय पर        ऱ               ब      

 प              औ              र  र    
 It diversified sources of arms supply and capitalised on the support of the masses for the 

war while squeezing the well-to-do and the bazaaris. 

                               म          ऱ   और य        ऱए            ऱ भ    य ,        
          और                  पर        ब     ऱ   
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17J6. Why was Trump‟s H-1B fee struck down? 

        H-1B                           ? 

 The H-1B visa, created by the Immigration Act of 1990, is the backbone of the United 
States‟ high-skilled immigration architecture. 

1990                             म     -1       ,                           -     

                    र  ऱ      
 Building on the broader framework of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 (INA), 

which established the “H” category of temporary worker visas, the 1990 law carved out a 
distinct H-1B classification for highly educated professionals. 

1952                             (INA),           य    म          “H”          प       , 
    य प        पर     र  1990                       प    र      ऱए ए  प      -1           
  म      य   

 It permits U.S. employers to hire foreign nationals in “specialty occupations”, which 
require (i) theoretical and practical application of a body of specialised knowledge and (ii) at 
least a bachelor‟s degree in a relevant field, typically in sectors such as technology, 
engineering, healthcare, research, finance, and higher education. 

य                                  र      “               (Specialty Occupations)” म  
  य     र         म          ,    म  (i)                        ए    य     र   पय       (ii) 
  ब         म   म-  - म               य           य        म  य            ,   भ       , 
           ,         ,                       ब              

 Notably, H-1B workers can generally remain in the U.S. for up to six years and often use the 
visa as a pathway to permanent residency. 

       प   ,   -1          म  य   छ                 म  र          और   य  इ          
 पय               (Permanent Residency)       र      म        प म   र       

 To balance employers‟ demand for skilled talent with protection of the domestic workforce, 
Congress capped H-1B approvals for most private employers at 65,000 visas annually, with 
an additional 20,000 visas reserved for holders of advanced degrees. 

        भ         य          म    और                 र      ब       ऱ  ब  ए र                

                  य           ऱए         65,000   -1             म        र       ,  ब       

      र       ऱए     र   20,000       र        
 However, universities, affiliated non-profit entities, and governmental or non-profit 

research organisations are exempt from these numerical limits. 

  ऱ    ,            ,   ब      -  भ            ,      र  र         र-ऱ भ  र                 

इ     य  म    म       म        

Why did Trump impose a $100,000 fee? 

       100,000                       ? 

 On September 19, 2025, Donald Trump signed Proclamation 10973, requiring a $100,000 
supplemental payment for all H-1B visa petitions — a substantial increase over the pre-
existing filing costs of roughly $960 to $7,595. 

19        2025                            10973 पर      र   ए,               भ    -1   
            पर 100,000                      ऱ  य   य   य  प ऱ     ऱ भ  960         
7,595                  ऱ         ऱ   म    य              

 The proclamation reasoned that the H-1B programme had been “deliberately exploited to 

replace, rather than supplement, American workers” with lower-paid foreign labour, harming 
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U.S. economic and national security interests, particularly in critical STEM sectors. 

इ        म        य   य       -1              पय    म  र     म      प र       ब  य      
 म        ऱ           म             प   र       ऱए   य   य    ,                     और 
                 ,       र म   प    STEM     ,           प          

 Mr. Trump‟s proclamation relied on Sections 212(f) and 215(a) of the INA. 

  प    य        INA         212(f) और 215(a) पर     र      
 Section 212(f) empowers the President to restrict or suspend the entry of any class of aliens 

(non-citizens) when he finds their entry “would be detrimental to the interests of the United 

States.” 

     212(f) र   प      य       र            य                      (Alien)             म  र   
                ऱ म      ए,                       म  य    ऱ  ब   र          

 Additionally, Section 215(a), which also concerns the President‟s authority to regulate entry 
into the U.S., allows him to subject alien entry to “such reasonable rules, regulations, and 

orders, and such limitations and exceptions as the President may prescribe.” 

इ        र  ,      215(a) र   प       म  र   म              य म   र           र             
           र           पर       यम,     यम,     ,   म ए  और  प    ऱ     र         म           
      र   प         म    

 While alleging that the proclamation violated the „separation-of-powers‟ principle as it 

“usurps Congress‟s exclusive constitutional authority to set immigration policy and to levy 
taxes”, the plaintiff States argued before the U.S. District Court that the $100,000 H-1B fee 
would undermine their ability to recruit and retain essential skilled workers. 

     र  य                          म        य     य        „                 ‟ (Separation 

of Powers)                 ऱ     र       य    य                            और          
                                          म   र              य  भ         100,000         
  -1           य                भ   और      ब  ए र             म       म  र  र     

 They argued it would worsen teacher shortages, hamper hiring in higher education, disrupt 
research, and deepen healthcare staffing gaps — raising costs and straining public 

systems. 

               इ                 ब    ,                  म    य    य    भ         ,          

     ब                                             और        भ र      ए  ,       ऱ    

ब     और              ऱय  पर  ब   प      
 Simultaneously, the measure also carried significant implications for India. 

      , इ   प य    भ        ऱए भ  म   प     भ       
 Indians account for roughly 70% of H-1B visa approvals, followed by Chinese nationals at 

about 12%, and are heavily represented in the STEM professions targeted by the 

proclamation. 

भ             ऱ भ  70%   -1                                र     ,  ब                   
       र  ऱ भ  12%     य        म          प       STEM         म  ब      य  म  म              
इ            भ       य   

 By raising the cost of an H-1B petition, the policy effectively created a prohibitive barrier for 
thousands of Indian software engineers, doctors, researchers, and other skilled 
professionals, many of whom already face years-long green card backlogs. 

  -1            ऱ    ब   र इ             र  भ र  य                   ,       ,           
      य                  ऱए ए    भ र ब      प    र   ,    म          प ऱ            ऱ ब      

                      म    र र       

Did the President have the power to impose the fee? 

                                           ? 
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 The threshold issue before the court was whether the $100,000 charge was a „tax‟ or a 
„penalty‟, because only Congress possesses the constitutional power to “lay and collect 
Taxes, Duties, Imposts, and Excises” under Article I, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution, 

unless it clearly delegates that authority to the executive. 

            म    र  भ      य        100,000              ए  „   (Tax)‟    य  „    

(Penalty)‟,  य                           छ   I,      8              ऱ              “  ,     , 

                        ” ऱ     और    ऱ                            ,  ब           प   

 प    य       र   य प  ऱ          प     
 To answer this question, the judge, an appointee of President Barack Obama, relied on two 

landmark Supreme Court precedents. 

इ           र          ऱए  य य    ,       र   प                   य      य    ,               
                   य  पर भर      य   

 In Bailey v. Drexel Furniture Co. (1922), the court invalidated the Child Labour Tax Law, 
holding that its “heavy exaction” was a „penalty‟ rather than a „tax‟ because it was designed 
to prohibit the employment of child labour. 

Bailey v. Drexel Furniture Co. (1922) म मऱ  म   य य ऱय                    (Child Labour 

Tax Law)      र    र   य     और                “  य          भ र”       म  „  ‟      
ब    „   ‟   ,  य              य           र         

 By contrast, in National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius (2012), the court 
found that the Affordable Care Act‟s requirement that individuals pay an additional fee to the 
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) for not obtaining health insurance amounted to a „tax‟, not a 
„penalty‟, explaining that a penalty ordinarily constitutes “punishment for an unlawful act or 

omission.” 

इ      पर  , National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius (2012) म मऱ  म  
 य य ऱय    म       Affordable Care Act                य ब म    ऱ    पर Internal Revenue 

Service (IRS)        र   भ       र      ब  य   „   ‟      ब    „  ‟      य य ऱय     प     य  
     म  य            “       य  य          ऱए           ऱ     ”          

 Applying this framework, Judge Sorokin concluded that the $100,000 H-1B charge was a 
„tax‟, as hiring workers under the H-1B programme is plainly lawful, and the payment did not 

operate as punishment for any unlawful conduct. 

इ              ऱ     र     ए                                ऱ     100,000           -1   
     ए  „  ‟   ,  य      -1                     म    रय       य     प             और य  

भ                            ऱए         प म    य        र    
 Further, the court examined whether Congress had delegated taxing authority to the 

President through Sections 212(f) and 215(a) of the INA. 

इ    ब    य य ऱय    य  भ              य  INA         212(f) और 215(a)    म  यम              
र   प                           प      

 It found no such delegation. 

 य य ऱय                 र-      र        मऱ   
 While those provisions empower the President to impose “restrictions”, “rules”, 

“regulations”, “orders”, “limitations”, and “exceptions” governing the entry of non-
citizens, Judge Sorokin held that their ordinary meaning does not encompass the power 
over the public purse. 

य य प य         र   प        र-    र           पर “      ”, “    ”, “      ”, “    ”, 

“      ”     “     ” ऱ     र           र        ,  फर भ                             इ       
     म  य     म         (Public Purse) पर   य          र                मऱ          

 The court also found multiple violations of the Administrative Procedure Act. 

 य य ऱय    Administrative Procedure Act         ऱ        भ           य   
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 Accordingly, Judge Sorokin ruled that “the Policy implementing the Proclamation is 

declared unlawful and is vacated in its entirety”. 

फऱ   प,                         य   य     “      (Proclamation)    ऱ     र     ऱ       

(Policy)                 य          और इ   प        र     य          ” 
 

17J6.  „1.1 billion children exposed to three or 

more climate risks‟ 

 „1.1                                               ‟ 

 They are coastal flooding, river flooding, drought, 
tropical storms, heat waves, extreme heat, wildfires, and 
sandstorms. 

 इ म          ,        ,     ,                  ,    (Heat 

Waves),           ,            और                 मऱ     
 The report primarily focuses on the 1.1 billion children 

who are exposed to at least three risks, with the most common 
combination being drought, extreme heat (above 35 degrees 
Celsius) and heat waves. 

  रप    म  य  प       1.1          पर              म     म     

            प   म    ,    म   ब     म  य   य        ,            
(35                     ) और        

 That combination affects some 296 million children, 
including 74 million in Nigeria, 34 million in Pakistan, and 32 
million in India. 

 य    य    ऱ भ  29.6               भ      र     ,    म  
             7.4     ,             3.4      और भ       3.2      

ब       मऱ     
 Countries with large populations of children, including 

Bangladesh, India, Nigeria, and Pakistan, are at the top of the 
list for the number of children exposed to at least three hazards. 

 ब       ब    ब      ऱ      ,    म           , भ   ,           और 
            मऱ   , म   म     म                      प   म      
  ऱ  ब          य   ब            
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17J6. How Herat defied the Taliban regime, chanting „women, work and 
freedom‟ 

          „       ,     औ         ‟                                                  

 The protests in the Afghan city in the first week of June were triggered by the enforcement of 
a dress code, which requires women to wear burqa in public. 

        प ऱ        म          र म    ए   र                           ऱ      ए            , 

          म  ऱ                      पर       प          य      
 Many women, including those wearing traditional Afghan wear of manto, were arrested, but 

released later as entire communities protested. 

 प र प र        प र          (Manto) प       ऱ     म  ऱ         र   र   य   य , ऱ     ब   

म  प र   म   य      र        र        र    र   य   य   
 Women, and this time, men too, marched through the streets chanting “Women, Work and 

Freedom”, a slogan probably inspired by Iran‟s 2022 “Woman, Life and Freedom” 
movement that emerged after the death of the 22-year-old Mahsa Amini. 

 म  ऱ ए  और इ  ब र प    भ       पर   र  और “       ,     औ         ”      र  ऱ  ए,    
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  भ     र      2022    “     ,      औ         ”     ऱ        र    ,    22    य            
   म  य     ब    भर      

  “Dozens more women reportedly received verbal warnings,” United Nations Assistance 
Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said. 

                                       (UNAMA)       , “        य म  ऱ       म     

              ” 
 Under Taliban regulations, women should cover their entire bodies, usually with a burqa, and 

are prohibited from wearing perfume or anything capable of „attracting‟ public attention. 

    ऱब     यम          र म  ऱ        प   प र   र र   म  य                    ए और    य      
    भ      प           म                        य           र   

 While Afghanistan has historically followed the Hanafi school of Sunni jurisprudence (fiqh), 

often regarded as one of the more flexible traditions within Sunni Islam, the Taliban has 
adopted a far stricter, Deobandi-influenced interpretation. 

 य य प                      प          इ ऱ म     प       ऱ  ऱ  पर पर  म           ऱ  
                  प ऱ   र   र     ,    ऱब               भ     ऱ          र  य  य   प        

 Under this system, women face extensive restrictions on education, employment, and 
public life. 

 इ   य            म  ऱ           ,        और               म   य प     ब         म   
 र   प        

 Girls are barred from secondary and higher education. 

 ऱ   य     म  य म  और                   र    य      
 Women face severe limitations on work opportunities and are often required to travel with a 

male guardian. 

 म  ऱ       र    र       र  पर   भ र    ब      और         र      प      भभ           य    
 र   प        

 Even ordinary social interactions and movement outside the home are heavily scrutinised. 

   म  य   म       प   और  र    ब  र    ऱ   पर भ         र    र            
 The United Nations, along with UN Women and the UNAMA, expressed concern over 

detentions, restrictions on freedom of expression, and the use of „excessive force‟ against 
demonstrators. 

            ,            और UNAMA      र    रय ,   भ य               पर    ब    और 
        रय       ऱ फ „  य    बऱ  य  ‟ पर        य       
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17J6.  Central banks to raise gold 
reserves over one year: WGC 

                               भ     
       : WGC 

 The World Gold Council‟s (WGC) 
2026 Central Bank Gold Reserves (CBGR) 
survey indicates that the central banks 
around the world will accumulate more gold 

in the future. 

                   (WGC)    2026           

     भ     (CBGR)                 मऱ         

    य  भर              भ   य म            
 म   र     

 Central banks have accumulated an 
average of 1,000 tonne of gold over the past 

four years, which is significantly higher from 
the 500 tonne average over the preceding 

decade. 

  प ऱ    र     म      य ब       औ    1,000          र      ,    इ    प              500    

औ        ऱ   म    फ           
 

17J6.  U.P., Gujarat, Jharkhand log FY25 revenue surplus: CAG 

         ,        औ            FY25                         : CAG 

 Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Manipur and 9 other States recorded 
surplus revenue in 2024-25, while the remaining 15 States had a deficit. 

         ,       ,       ,            9   य र  य     2024-25 म               

(Revenue Surplus)       य ,  ब       15 र  य  म             (Deficit) र    
 Eighteen States targeted revenue surplus, three States targeted revenue 

deficit and seven targeted zero revenue deficit in FY 2024-25, according to a report 
on „State Finances 2024-25‟ released by Comptroller and Auditor General of 
India (CAG) K. Sanjay Murthy on Tuesday. 

 म  ऱ  र    भ                                (CAG)   .               र    र  „     

         2024-25‟  रप            र, FY 2024-25 म  18 र  य                 ,     र  य  
              और     र  य                        ऱ य       र    य      
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 “In FY 2024-25, 15 States were revenue-deficient while the rest 13 States were revenue 
surplus,” the report said. 

  रप    म       य    , “FY 2024-25 म  15 र  य            म    ,  ब       13 र  य           

             य  ” 

 

17J6. Beyond the 270 GW peak power demand there is a need for prioritising 

quality and reliability 

 270                                                औ                         
                

 The recent achievement of record-breaking peak demand exceeding 270 GW marks a 
historic moment for the Indian power sector. 
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   ऱ    म  270                     र                       (Peak Demand)    प र   र   
भ                     ऱए ए            पऱ        

 From the pre-independence era of privately owned decentralised electricity systems to post-
independence focus on „pumpset energisation‟ and basic lighting through “Kutir Jyoti” 
Scheme, the sector has evolved significantly, particularly after the passage of the Electricity 
Act, 2003. 

        -प             म     ऱ              ब ऱ      ऱय     ऱ  र            ब   „       

          ‟ और “                 ”    म  यम    ब   य          य       , य             प 

                 , 2003    ब     फ                 
 Through massive infrastructure initiatives like the Deen Dayal Upadhyay Gram Jyoti Yojana 

(DDUGJY) and the SAUBHAGYA Scheme, the physical framework for last-mile connectivity 
has covered nearly 100% households. 

                                 (DDUGJY) और   भ                   ऱ     र    प ऱ  
   म  यम        म   र     ब ऱ  प                 ऱ भ  100%              र  र          

 However, as the nation moves toward its 2047 target of approximately 4,000 kWh of per 
capita electricity consumption, a significant leap from the current level of 1,600 kWh, the 

definition of success must be rewritten beyond access and availability to include the 
reliability and quality of every kilowatt-hour delivered. 

   ऱ    ,     -         2047         य     ब ऱ   प        म   1,600 kWh    ब   र ऱ भ  

4,000 kWh    ऱ          ऱ य     र ब  र     ,  फऱ      प रभ          ऱ  पऱ     और प     

      म    र  र   य   य      ब ऱ                और           भ     मऱ  र         

 For a consumer base that now includes lighting load to advanced semiconductor 
manufacturing to cold storage facilities and productive use of electricity to public 
infrastructure like smart classrooms and medical clinics, the supply of electricity is no 

longer sufficient. 

      पभ        र     ऱए    म    म  य       य        ऱ  र                         ,      

               , और                                                   र       मऱ   ,    ऱ 

 ब ऱ      प     पय              
 Power quality, characterised by precise voltage stability, frequency control and the 

absence of waveform distortion, is a necessity. 

              ,                                       प         प रभ      ब ऱ            
 ब ए     य        

 Even a short fluctuation in power supply can stop machines, damage electronic equipment, 
and disrupt industrial operations. 

  ब ऱ   प     म        मय       र-     भ  म        र          , इऱ         प र      
       प              और औ य       य     ब      र          

 While the average supply hours in rural areas have reached an impressive 22 hours in most 
states, the lack of predictability is a significant hurdle. 

         र  य  म    म        म  औ    ब ऱ   प     22         प          , ऱ     इ    
          ए  ब   ब    ब           

 To address the above issues, the Government of India launched the Revamped Distribution 
Sector Scheme (RDSS) in 2021 for a period of five years. 

 इ   म य        म         ऱए भ र   र  र    2021 म  प            ऱए                          
(RDSS)         

 Under the scheme, around 54% of the total sanctioned amount has been allocated for loss 
reduction infrastructure works, and 46% earmarked for smart metering. 

 इ  य              ऱ        र       ऱ भ  54% भ                              पर     
46% भ                     ऱए       र    य   य      
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 The Draft National Electricity Policy 2026 emphasises setting benchmarks for supply 
quality through reliability indices such as SAIDI, SAIFI, and CAIDI, along with regular 

reporting and public disclosure to ensure transparency and accountability. 

                    2026 (     ) म  SAIDI, SAIFI और CAIDI             य               
म   यम     प               म     य  र         य म   रप      और               र  पर बऱ 

  य   य      
 However, these indices are currently monitored only at the sub-transmission level. 

   ऱ    ,    म   म  इ                 र       ऱ   -             पर             
 They should be extended to the transformer and low-tension network level for more 

accurate assessment of consumer experience. 

  पभ        भ                 ऱ   र       ऱए इ              और   -              र    

      र    य           ए  
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17J6 GRAPES-3: A cosmic-ray tracker 

GRAPES-3:                         (    ) 
 

 

17J6. GRAPES-3: A cosmic-ray 
tracker 

GRAPES-3:                 
        (    ) 

 Researchers from Mumbai, Kochi, 
and Japan used the GRAPES-3 telescope to 
track how the earth‟s upper atmosphere 
temperature and the sun‟s magnetic field 
affect muons — subatomic particles from 

space. 

     ,       और                       
GRAPES-3            पय   य  प   ऱ        
 ऱए   य     प                                

और   य                           —     र     
      ऱ    -             — पर  य   भ   

प        
 The GRAPES-3 telescope in Ooty, 

Tamil Nadu does not look at light like a 

traditional telescope. 

                म       GRAPES-3        
प र प र    र        र            ऱ          र       

 Instead, it is a muon detector. 

इ    ब  य, य  ए                    
 Muons are created when high-energy cosmic rays from deep space collide with the earth‟s 

upper atmosphere. 
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       ब   प            ब   र      र           ऱ     -                  प             
              र        

 The facility consists of 16 independent modules spread over a large area. 

य         ए  ब       म  फ ऱ    ए 16                   मऱ र ब       
 Each module contains 232 proportional counters, which are long steel tubes filled with a 

special mixture of argon and methane, with a thin tungsten wire running through the centre. 

  य   म  य ऱ म  232                        ,    ऱ ब  इ प     य ब         और    म                 

          म   भर         ,  ब               ए  प ऱ                र       
 When a muon passes through a tube, it knocks electrons out of the gas molecules. 

 ब                 य ब       र    र     ,                                   ब  र     ऱ          
 These electrons are pulled towards the wire, creating an electrical pulse that the telescope 

records as a hit. 

य  इऱ        र     र               ,       ए               (            )   प                
  र    ए            प म       र       

 The tubes are arranged in four layers, with each layer positioned at a right angle to the one 

below. 

इ   य ब              म   य        य   य    ,        य   पर   प           पर          म    

पर               
 This grid layout allows scientists to track the exact path and angle of the incoming muons. 

य                               ऱ   य             प  और        प   ऱ     म    म ब     
    

 Thick layers of reinforced concrete are placed between the tubes to ensure the telescope 
only counts high-energy muons that are strong enough to penetrate the concrete. 

 य ब     ब               (               )    म    पर   र                  र       ऱ       -

      य              र              भ     म    म     
 This is how GRAPES-3 is able to produce a high-resolution map of the invisible cosmic 

forces affecting the earth. 

इ      र GRAPES-3 प         भ      र     ऱ     य                  ए     -  भ    

       (   -             )   य र  र   म    म          
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17J6. Not binary: India can save its forests by winning the war on poverty 

             : भ                                                       

 Forests with more poor households and communities that depended more on fuelwood 
were also found to have less diverse tree species, a new study has found. 
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        म                      और      म   य              पर        भ र     ,   म      

                   भ   म प     ,     ए   ए   यय  म  प य   य      
 On the other hand, forests where communities had access to alternative livelihoods, such 

as farming, had more diverse tree species. 

   र   र,         म   म   य                      ,          ,    प            ,          

                        प       
 Traditionally, many conservationists and policymakers have seen biodiversity 

conservation as a choice between protecting nature and meeting human needs. 

पर पर     प   ,                  और     -                                               और 
                    प        ब   ए      प     प म           

 Forests were often seen as places that had to be protected from people, while alleviating 
poverty and economic development were treated as separate concerns. 

         य                प म        य        ऱ         र    र       य    ,  ब         
       और                प                प म  म             

 The data came from the International Forestry Resources and Institutions network, and 
spanned 322 community-managed tropical forests in 15 countries from 1993 to 2017. 

य        International Forestry Resources and Institutions network           ए  ए    और 
इ म  1993    2017    ब   15         322          -                         मऱ     

 Tree species diversity refers to the number of tree species in a forest; it is an important 
measure of biodiversity. 

                       य         म  प          ऱ           य        य       ; य              
   ए  म   प    म प        

 Forests with more species tend to support more wildlife, are ecologically more stable, and are 
often more resilient to environmental change. 

          य    ऱ       म  य                    म     र     ,                         

   र               य                                 ऱ  ऱ           
 Overall, the analysis found that a greater dependence on forest resources was associated 

with lower tree species diversity. 

 म   प   ,    ऱ    म  प य   य                पर        भ र        ब            य      म 

               
 However, the researchers emphasised that poverty is not responsible for biodiversity loss. 

  ऱ    ,              इ  ब   पर बऱ   य                                  ऱए   र  य           
 They pointed out that when people have fewer livelihood options and depend heavily on 

forests to survive, the pressure on forest resources automatically increases. 

               य      ब ऱ       प                                  और        य प      ऱए 

    पर   य      भ र        ,  ब            पर  ब        ब           
 The way out is to improve economic opportunities. 

इ   म य      म                 म      र  र       

The fortress model 

          

 The study also focused on human-dominated landscapes, which are common in India. 

इ    यय         -             पर भ   य           य ,    भ र  म    म  य  प    प ए          
 Most forests in the country are owned and managed by State Forest Departments. 

                            भ           म   और  ब    म      
 And for decades, this apparatus has followed the fortress model — where protected areas 

are managed by minimising human activities and restricting access to resources. 
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और        , य                       र   र   र      —    म                  ब    म    य 

       य      य   म  र                  प           म   र     य           
 While this model has allowed the Departments to recover several iconic species and 

strengthen protection, it has some severe limitations. 

य य प इ  म  ऱ      भ                                  र   और   र            र   म  
   य             ,  फर भ  इ          भ र   म ए      

 Today, many protected areas are increasingly becoming isolated islands surrounded by 
human-dominated landscapes. 

                  ,     -                  र    ए प       प      म   ब       र       
 Around 275 million people depend on these forests to varying degrees for their livelihoods 

and daily needs. 

ऱ भ  27.5           प           और          य          ऱए    भ     र  पर इ      पर 
  भ र     

 “But these forests are ecologically important and provide significant ecosystem services,” 

Dr. Chhatre said. 

“      य                            य   म   प       और म   प                                

 र     ,”   .             

 To reduce pressure on forests, State Forest Departments across India have introduced 
initiatives like distributing subsidised LPG connections and efficient cooking stoves and 
heaters around many tiger reserves and national parks. 

    पर  ब    म  र       ऱए, प र  भ र  म            भ                 भ       और        

            प    रय य                ,                               र     र   र        
प ऱ             

 The measures reduce people‟s need for fuelwood and to enter forests. 

य   प य ऱ                पर   भ र           म             य        म  र       
 Extending similar support to private landholdings and community forests along wildlife 

corridors could help conservation. 

                    प             भ             और                  भ  इ      र    
 म          र     र   म     य              

 The late ecologist Madhav Gadgil was a strong advocate of an inclusive approach, 

believing conservation efforts would be more effective if local communities had rights, 
incentives, and a meaningful role in managing natural resources. 

       प  र                                           बऱ  म             म           य   

     य  म   य          र,                                 ब    म        भ  म        ए,    
  र    य         भ          

 He also emphasised the value of traditional ecological knowledge, and argued people who 

had lived alongside forests for generations possessed insights that could complement 
scientific approaches to conservation. 

                                    म    पर भ  बऱ   य  और       य     प   य                

र      ऱ  ऱ       प               य                र                          प र              
 In Ladakh, the Snow Leopard Conservancy has mitigated economic losses of human-

wildlife conflict with community-run homestays and livestock insurance programmes. 

      म  Snow Leopard Conservancy     म   य- ब       म                              
म  यम        -                       ऱ            य      म   य      

 In Arunachal Pradesh, hornbill nest adoption programmes run by the Nature 
Conservation Foundation have encouraged local communities to protect nesting sites, with 
former Nyishi tribe hunters now serving as nest protectors and forest patrollers. 

            म  Nature Conservation Foundation    र       ऱ                        
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                य  म   य        ऱ    ऱ     र       ऱए            य    ,      प          
              र   ब    ऱ    र   और           म य      प म    य   र र       

 There is also tremendous scope to expand these initiatives and to further support community 
welfare. 

इ  प ऱ          र  र                          और       म            भ   प र   भ    ए      
 As Mr. Siddiqui said, wildlife tourism is a growing multi-million-dollar industry, yet only a 

small fraction of its revenue reaches the communities living alongside forests and protected 
areas. 

                         ,              ए          ब           -                    ,  फर भ  
इ     य       ऱ ए                    और   र              प   र      ऱ   म   य     प     

प        
 He added that a greater share of these benefits should be directed to local communities, 

creating stronger incentives for conservation. 

                  इ  ऱ भ          ब              य  म   य       य           ए,       
  र       ऱए                     प         

 The findings of the new study highlight the close links between alleviating poverty and 
conserving biodiversity, and show how socio-economic conditions and conservation 

goals need not be in conflict with each other. 

 ए   यय                         और                      ब           ब       र         र   
       य                      -                  और   र     ब    ऱ य    य   प    ए -   र  
     र             

 By recognising these connections, both conservationists and policymakers can design 
more inclusive frameworks to benefit both people and nature. 

इ    ब            र  र  ,           और     -                                 य र  र            
म    और                   म      

 

17J6. Vast stretches of coral reefs could resist climate change, finds a new 
study 

       भ                                                    ,                  

 A new study presented at the Our Ocean Conference in Mombasa on Tuesday finds that 
1,66,000 square kilometres of the world‟s coral reefs — around a third of the total — are 
particularly “climate-resilient”, meaning they have the potential to survive through major 

ocean warming events. 

 म  ऱ  र            म   य                    म        ए   ए   यय          र,     य  
   ऱ भ  1,66,000                 ऱ  भ  य   —      ऱ    ऱ भ  ए -         —        प    
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“      -        (Climate-Resilient)”   ,          म     र     ब     प           म     ब      

      र           
 The IPCC has stated 70% to 90% of coral reefs could die with global warming of 1.5 degrees 

Celsius above pre-industrial levels, and 99% at 2 degrees Celsius. 

 IPCC         र, औ य    -प      र       ऱ   म           पम   म  1.5                         पर 
70%    90%    ऱ  भ  य                  और 2                    पर 99%    ऱ  भ  य    म    

            

 Coral “bleaching” occurs when water temperatures rise by a degree or two, stressing the 
coral‟s animal tissues and making them expel algae, turning them white. 

    ऱ “       ”  ब          ब प         पम   ए  य          ब         ,          ऱ      पर 
     प       और        ऱ    ब  र     ऱ        , प र  म   प     फ               

 More than half are concentrated in Australia, the Bahamas, Cuba, Indonesia, and the 
Philippines. 

 इ म                         ,       ,      ,            और          म            
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17J6 Kerala plans disease „outbreak calendar‟ 

          „           ‟                      
 
 

 

17j6. Kerala plans disease „outbreak calendar‟ 

         „           ‟                      

 Kerala government will create a calendar to 
map seasonal and regional patterns of disease 
outbreaks in the State in a bid to give the public health 
system‟s response an added edge in the future. 

           र  य म  र      प           और                 
म        र        ए           य र  र   ,      भ   य म  
                              य         र   ब        

           
 Curiously, some districts, notably Palakkad, have 

not reported any shigellosis cases so far, he said. 

                 य      प          ऱ ,       र      , 

म   ब                     म मऱ   रप           य   य      
 He said the reasons for pathogens following 

seasonal and regional patterns remained unclear and were 
a major area of research. 

                         र  म  म  ए       य     प     
    र    ए           र   भ  भ   प           और य              ए   म           

 An “outbreak calendar” would give the public health system greater predictive accuracy 
and help it calibrate disease prevention and response. 
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ए  “           ”               य    ऱ                                      र           -

       और          प य           भ            म य      र   म     य    र     
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17J6 Govt. orders blocking of Telegram app till NEET re-examination 

          NEET              Telegram ऐ                              
17J6  

The Indian Air Force (IAF) will participate in Exercise Pitch Black 2026 

 भ                (IAF)                2026    भ          
 
 

 

 
17j6. Govt. orders blocking of Telegram app till NEET re-examination 

         NEET              Telegram ऐ                              

Telegram blocked temporarily in India over NEET (UG) 2026 scam concerns 

    (    ) 2026                                          भ                                  

 At the National Testing Agency (NTA)‟s request, the Centre is blocking the messaging app 
Telegram in India until Monday, in what the NTA described as a “response to the organised 
use of the platform by cheating rackets to defraud candidates appearing for the NEET (UG) 
2026 re-examination scheduled on 21 June 2026.” 

                   (NTA)       र   पर              भ र  म              प              म  र 
          र   य      NTA    इ   21     2026          र      (    ) 2026           म     मऱ 
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       ऱ    य   य              ऱए   ऱ म  फय       र  म              पय               य   य  
  म ब  य      

 This is the first time that a messaging app operating at such a scale is being blocked in India 
by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, even for a limited period. 

य  प ऱ  ब र       इ    ब     र पर      ऱ                   प                         
                    र  भ र  म , भऱ        म           ऱए,         य   य      

 Telegram founder Pavel Durov criticised the blocking, saying it “punishes” over 15 crore 
ordinary Telegram users in India. 

                                   इ    र        ऱ      र     ए        इ    भ र     15      

                                          र       
 We are also making the „edited‟ label more visible to prevent backdating 

scams,” he said. 

 म „      ‟         भ        प   ब   र                                र          ,” 
            

 Platforms, the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (I4C), under the 
Ministry of Home Affairs, has secured the prompt take-down of a substantial 

number of Telegram channels, groups and bots whose names and content openly 
advertised their fraudulent and misleading purpose,” the agency said. 

ए               NTA,      ,        और            प  ऱ       र  य   र य       

      ए    य                  ऱ  और  ऱ  फ म      प          र            

              र पर                        य र  भ                            (I4C) 

              ऱ   म    ऱ ,  म    और ब           ऱ     य             म और   म   
  ऱ    र पर        प          म       य        र  र र       

 In a video message, NTA Director-General Abhishek Singh said, “To all 

parents, I say, please protect your child from financial fraud and from the panic these 
rackets are designed to create. 

ए      य        म  NTA                भ               , “म   भ    भभ             
                 प   ब           य         और     बर    फ ऱ      ऱ    य         र    

र         य    र      ब   र   प    र       
 
17j6. The Indian Air Force (IAF) will participate in Exercise Pitch 

Black 2026 

भ                (IAF)                2026    भ          

 The Indian Air Force (IAF) will participate in Exercise Pitch Black 2026, 
the Royal Australian Air Force‟s (RAAF) premier multinational air combat 
exercise, scheduled to be held in Australia‟s Northern Territory from July 20 to 
August. 

भ                (IAF)                   2026 (Exercise Pitch Black 2026) म  भ   

ऱ   ,                           (RAAF)     म                                य  

  य                              म  20                   य       य    ए    
 Exercise Pitch Black is the RAAF‟s largest international exercise. 

                                         (RAAF)                             

          

 


