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Answers to the pl:gvious day’s daily quiz:
1. This U.S. Al firm temporarily disabled top-tier model 17J6. Q ulz
access after a government order on foreign use. Ans:
Anthropic

2. This country announced plans for a social media ban for 1. Anthropic
under-16s last week. Ans: Britain

3. This initiative was launched by Narendra Modi and e Anthropic, the U.S.-based artificial intelligence
Emmanuel Macron in France? Ans: Bharat Innovates 2026 company behind the Claude Al models, temporarily
4. Elon Musk achieved this milestone following SpaceX's disabled access to its most advanced models after the

IPO on June 127 Ans: He became world’s first
trillionaire

5. This external Al ecosystem powers Apple’s rebuilt Siri.
Ans: Google Gemini

6. This Indian fintech firm confidentially filed papers for a

U.S. government ordered restrictions on foreign access,
citing national security concerns.

e The directive affected the newly launched
Claude Fable 5 and Claude Mythos 5 models.

$600 million IPO. Ans: Razorpay Anthropic stated that, because it could not selectively
8. This Indian edtech founder got some relief from a block only forelgn users, it S_USpended access more
Singapore court in a contempt case. Ans:Byju Raveendran  Dbroadly while discussions with U.S. authorities

Visual: At Nintendo’s June Direct, the long-rumoured continued.

remake of this beloved N64-era video game was

announced. Ans: The Legend of Zelda: Ocarina of Time o
2. Britain

e Britain (United Kingdom) announced plans to prohibit children under the age of 16 from
accessing major social media platforms such as TikTok, Instagram, Snapchat, Facebook, and
X.

3. Bharat Innovates 2026

e Bharat Innovates 2026 was jointly inaugurated by Prime Minister Narendra Modi and
French President Emmanuel Macron in Nice, France, on June 14, 2026.

e The initiative is part of the India—France Year of Innovation and seeks to strengthen
cooperation in deep technology, startups, artificial intelligence, research, and innovation
ecosystems.

e The event brings together entrepreneurs, researchers, investors, policymakers, and industry
leaders from both countries.

4. Elon Musk became the world’s first trillionaire

e Following the reported SpaceX IPO and the continued rise in the valuation of his businesses,
Elon Musk was widely reported to have become the world's first trillionaire. Musk’s wealth is
linked primarily to his stakes in SpaceX, Tesla, xAl, and other technology ventures.

5. Google Gemini

e Google Gemini, developed by Google DeepMind, powers the rebuilt version of Apple’s Siri
through an external Al partnership.

e Gemini is a multimodal Al system capable of understanding and generating text, images,
code, and other forms of data.

6. Razorpay

e Razorpay, one of India's leading fintech companies, reportedly filed confidential documents
for an Initial Public Offering (IPO) valued at around $600 million.

e Founded in 2014, Razorpay provides digital payment solutions, payment gateways, banking
services, and financial management tools for businesses.

7. Byju Raveendran
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Singapore court in a contempt-related legal matter.

Astha breaks 17-year-old
200m butterfly record

NATIONAL AQUATICS

Sports Bureau

Railways swimmer Astha
Choudhury clocked
2:18.37s to break the 17-
year-old women’s 200m
butterfly record on the
opening day of the Nation-
al aquatics championships
in Ahmedabad on
Tuesday.

Vinayak Vijay (men’s
200m medley, 2:04.13) and
Aditi Hegde (women’s
1500m freestyle, 17:20.82)
rewrote two new indivi-
dual records, while Karna-
taka women registered

3:53.45 to shatter the two-

year-old 4x100m relay.

The results (winners only):
Men: 100m freestyle: Akash
Mani (Kar) 50.40; 100m
backstroke: Rishabh Das (Mah)
55.44,

200m medley: Vinayak Vijay
(SSCB) 2:04.13 (NMR, Old 2:04.34,
Shoan Ganguly, 2025).

Women: 1500m freestyle: Aditi
Hegde (Mah) 17:20.82 (NMR, Old
17:35.07, Bhavya Sachdeva,
2025).

50m breaststroke: Lineysha

ALK. (Kar) 33.51; 200m butterfly:

Astha Choudhury (RSPEB) 2:18.37
(NMR, Old 2:19.59, Arhatha
Maghavi, 2009).

4x100m freestyle relay:
Karnataka 3:53.45 (NMR, Old
4:01.83, RSPB, 2024).

fFdard RS ga1v)

e Meanwhile, Karnataka women registered 3:53.45 to shatter the two-year-old 4x100m relay

record.

17J6. Astha breaks 17-year-old 200m
butterfly record

IEAT A 17 T g 200 T FexFars Rears
arsT
e Railways swimmer Astha Choudhury clocked

2:18.37s to break the 17-year-old women’s 200m
butterfly record on the opening day of the National

Aquatics Championships in Ahmedabad on Tuesday.

Tod Fr e 3EUT A A HITGIR F AEASGEG H
AT T Rt AT AT F 3¢ fag |
2:18.37 W38 FT THY fATera Afge3it &1 200 #Hex

TeXFaT$ T T 17 a9 g Repts ds fea

e Vinayak Vijay (men’s 200m medley, 2:04.13)
and Aditi Hegde (women’s 1500m freestyle, 17:20.82)
rewrote two new individual records.

faemae fasrr (gew 200 #Hiex Azar, 2:04.13) 3R arfefa
913 (AfgeT 1500 HieX e, 17:20.82) o &I A0

aET, FeATed ATGeT I o 3:53.45 T FAT Gof T &l a8 Y 4x 100 Hiex Rer RS w1 s

e
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Savarkar filed 10 mercy
pleas before the British,
grandnephew tells court

C!!rllma G!!&!

MUMBAI

Satyaki Savarkar, the
grandnephew of Vinayak
Damodar Savarkar, told a
special MP/MLA court in
Pune that the right-wing
ideologue had submitted
10 clemency petitions to
the British government
seeking reduction of his
sentence. The testimony
was part of a criminal defa-
mation case Mr. Satyaki
has filed against Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi.

During the hearing of
the case in the court of spe-
cial judge Amol Shinde,
Mr. Satyaki said Savarkar
was referred to as “veer” in
a periodical run by the Ga-
dar Organisation before he
was transferred to the An-
daman Islands.

Asked about incarcera-
tions of other revolutionar-
ies from the same period,
Mr. Satyaki said the likes of
Rajguru, Batukeshwar
Dutt, and Ashfaqulla Khan
did not file clemency peti-
tions. But Savarkar submit-
ted a mercy petition within
the first month after receiv-
ing his sentence, he said.
Mr. Satyaki told the court
that he was not aware of
Bhagat Singh and Dutt peti-
tioning the British govern-
ment to demand treatment
as prisoners of war, and to
refuse concessions or le-

V.D. Savarkar

niency. He agreed that
Singh and Dutt stood by
their ideology until the end
of their lives.

Mr. Satyaki informed
the court that records of
Savarkar’s 10 petitions ex-
ist in government archives.
He said the language in
these petitions did not in-
dicate loyalty to the British
regime and were forward-
ed by prison authorities for
approval.

He said language used in
clemency petitions fol-
lowed official protocol.

Mr. Satyaki said he was
not aware that Savarkar
signed each petition with
the phrase, “I beg to re-
main, Sir, your most obe-
dient servant, V.D. Savar-
kar” He denied that
Savarkar was released after
these 10 pleas were filed.

According to him, the
British government had
the authority to commute
or alter sentences in mercy

petitions. The reduction or
remission of sentences de-
pended on the govern-
ment’s policy.

‘All pleas rejected’
Mr. Satyaki said the colo-
nial government had re-
jected all of Savarkar’s cle-
mency petitions. In their
replies, the authorities ex-
pressed apprehension that
Savarkar would rejoin the
revolutionary movement if
released, he said.
Savarkar’s  grandne-
phew said that filing cle-
mency petitions were stan-
dard procedures under the
British government, ad-
ding that other prisoners
had filed such petitions
and the practice was neith-
er exceptional nor illegal.
The court recorded ex-
cerpts from one mercy pe-
tition in which Savarkar
stated that others sent to
the Andaman jail with him
be released and he be kept
incarcerated and classified
as a Class D prisoner facing
harsh punishment. The
witness said he did not
have a report comparing
the mercy petitions filed by
Savarkar with those made
by other prisoners. Mr. Sa-
tyaki testified that no pri-
soner was obligated to sub-
mit a mercy petition. The
decision to file such peti-
tions depended on the pri-
soner’s preference.

transferred to the Andaman Islands.
fere samamedier e RS &1 31eTerd ¥ oraTs & NI A WA o FeT AT g
AT STt & Y& MG WIS GaNT TehI TR Teh Ul 3 Hialend sl @R &hgT a1 T

e Asked about incarcerations of other revolutionaries from the same period, Mr. Satyaki said
the likes of Rajguru, Batukeshwar Dutt, and Ashfaqulla Khan did not file clemency

petitions.

17J6. Savarkar filed 10
mercy pleas before the
British, grandnephew tells
court

HTaHT o fafeer st & gaer
10 T JIRASHTT ER] v oY,
g9 A ST Y a1 T

e Satyaki Savarkar, the
grandnephew of Vinayak Damodar
Savarkar, told a special MP/MLA
court in Pune that the right-wing
ideologue had submitted 10
clemency petitions to the British
government seeking reduction of
his sentence.

eI gMeT AETH & yuls
WA FETHT 1 YT 6T Ueh faI
AHe/RAUTIF AT & a1 &
39 f@uTaeY fauRe o 319+l T &
T T AT I g fafeer aar #r
10 &1 IIfRAHIT (Clemency
Petitions) 9&dd & &t

e The testimony was part of a
criminal defamation case Mr.
Satyaki has filed against Congress
leader Rahul Gandhi.

FE ITATEY BT el Tger e &
fa%esr 4T Arcafeh earT g}
T AT AT 1 fgear 2|

e During the hearing of the
case in the court of special judge
Amol Shinde, Mr. Satyaki said
Savarkar was referred to as “veer” in
a periodical run by the Gadar
Organisation before he was

3T HTerES & 3o FHIfAPIRAT h HRIATH &F TR H I el TR A1 T fh = gl 6 TS,
TCHET & 3TN HABTHIEeT @I o AT ATTHIT GIIR AgT 1 i

e But Savarkar submitted a mercy petition within the first month after receiving his sentence, he

said.

3egiel el foh WA o TSl TTec el o Tl Helel oh I & Teh AT AT T T &F AT

e Mr. Satyaki told the court that he was not aware of Bhagat Singh and Dutt petitioning the
British government to demand treatment as prisoners of war, and to refuse concessions or
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leniency.

A FIATH AT Y TR foh g 3T ST T SRR AT & T 99T R W ega S LT v
JEUEE & Y H TR 1T STt T fondlr 8t JehX sht RATret a1 0 hl 3dlehR et 8]
fofeer aver Y arferenT &r &1

He agreed that Singh and Dutt stood by their ideology until the end of their lives.

3egial 39 910 A TgATa I d o foh g 3R aa 319 Shaet & 3ifas o ae 3r9eh ey
LI ECIRE]

Mr. Satyaki informed the court that records of Savarkar's 10 petitions exist in government
archives.

A Arcafeh o FARITERT Sl TATAT foh TTaIHT I 10 I3t & 3ifHere Tt AfFe@nRy 7
3Tl g |

He said the language in these petitions did not indicate loyalty to the British regime and were
forwarded by prison authorities for approval.

3ogiet gl foh 3o TTTARIAT T A1ToT & farfeer emaaer & Ui fasar 1 Hond =g fAelar o1 aur s=¢
Stel HTRRIRET g@RT 31eTAesT & fow 3T foham aram 2|

He said language used in clemency petitions followed official protocol.

3egiel gl foh T TN & ggercd AT IR WSkl & 37eq Y|

Mr. Satyaki said he was not aware that Savarkar signed each petition with the phrase, “I beg
to remain, Sir, your most obedient servant, V.D. Savarkar.”

At Arcafeh ¥ gl foh 3¢ Tg AR a1 2T foh AraXHT Tedsh AT W “I beg to remain, Sir,
your most obedient servant, V.D. Savarkar.” aTeer & 12 gEdeR i |

He denied that Savarkar was released after these 10 pleas were filed.

3egiel 37 9T ¥ SAhR fhaT {3 567 10 A1R13T & SRR 81 & ST AT 1 ReT T fear arar
1|

According to him, the British government had the authority to commute or alter sentences in
mercy petitions.

3eTeh 31TAR, fAfeer TR 1 gam ATRIenIsit & MR 0§t HY gRafdd a1 F37 Fa H1 37aR
TS o |

‘All pleas rejected’

gl AT Irediger

Mr. Satyaki said the colonial government had rejected all of Savarkar’'s clemency petitions.

#t Arcafes o g o 3iafaafie Twer o TraRet ST Tefr gar FfRewE @ 3deR & fear

a1

In their replies, the authorities expressed apprehension that Savarkar would rejoin the
revolutionary movement if released, he said.

3giel el foh 3T0eY SR 3 JTARIRET & JHTIhT chercT 1 AT foh RgT o STt X Hrawehy o
HITAFRY ST 3 AT & Thd &1
Savarkar’'s grandnephew said that filing clemency petitions were standard procedures under

the British government, adding that other prisoners had filed such petitions and the practice
was neither exceptional nor illegal.

AP & G oF gl fon farfeer amaet o 371q9Td & I IR =TT Ueh Al ishar 4|
3egiet SiteT foh 31w hiear o of velt arfuepiv g & At 31K I8 o7 ar 3rareRor a1 iR A €
37aeT|

The court recorded excerpts from one mercy petition in which Savarkar stated that others
sent to the Andaman jail with him be released and he be kept incarcerated and classified as a
Class D prisoner facing harsh punishment.
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India’s rainfall deficit 35% as monsoon stalls
ATAHA & SEUT & HROT R H a1 Y F#A 35% §F

India’s rainfall deficit 35% as monsoon stalls

Central India faces a 61% rain deficit as monsoon
falters; govt. directs crop-wise contingency plans

acob Koshy
A.M. Jigeesh
NEW DELHI

ver a week past the
monsoon’s normal
arrival date, the

rain clouds have yet to
reach Mumbai, driving In-
dia’s nationwide monsoon
deficit to 35% as of
Tuesday.

The shortfall in rainfall
is concentrated in the re-
gions the monsoon has
failed to cover — Maharash-
tra, the Konkan coast, and
the adjoining regions of
central India — where its
northward progress has
been stalled for several
days.

India  Meteorological
Department (IMD) statis-
tics show that apart from
northwest India, which has
received 5% more rain than
normal for this time of the
year, all other regions are
in the red, including east
and northeast India (-43%),
central India (-61%), and

Centre places around 200 districts under priority
monitoring; weekly reviews of El Nifio ordered

the southern p
(-14%).

Meanwhile, Union Agri-
culture Minister Shivraj
Singh Chouhan, chairing a
review of kharif prepara-
tions on Tuesday, directed
States to identify districts
facing low or uneven rain-
fall and to draw up crop-
wise contingency plans, so
that affected farmers could
be “immediately provided
with alternatives, advice,
and assistance.”

The Union government
has placed 150 to 200 dis-
tricts under priority moni-
toring, ordered weekly El
Nifio reviews, and is en-
couraging a shift towards
cotton and pulses.

‘Better placed’

Mr. Chouhan has main-
tained that seed and fertil-
izer stocks are adequate
and that reservoir storage
— at 30.4% of capacity in
May, against a 25.1% aver-
age in previous El Nifio
years — leaves the country

Hanging clouds

While a monsoon deficit in June is not unusual, it assumes.
additional significance in a year which has been globally
forecast to witness a ‘Super E{ Nino’

Rainfall departures for ElNifio
years since 2000:

Whole southwest
June | ™" monsoon

m
S
g
=

g

+1% | 13% below LPA
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-44% | 12% below LPA
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g

-8% | 6% below LPA

+2% | 19% below LPA*
-47% | 22% below LPA

+14% | 14% below LPA

*LPA: Long Period Average

better placed than in ear-
lier seasons with rainfall
deficiency.

While a rainfall deficit in
June, the first of the mon-
soon months, is not un-
usual, it assumes addition-
al significance in a year
that forecasters globally
have warned will likely be
a ‘Super El Nifio’ year.

An analysis of the IMD’s
all-India June rainfall de-
partures for El Nifio years

Source: IMD

since 2000 shows no con-
sistent early-season signal.
In June 2015, during one of
the strongest El Nifio
events on record, rainfall
was 14% above normal.
June 2002 and June 2004,
both years that ended in
drought, recorded near-
normal June rainfall of
around 2% and 1% above
normal respectively, with
the deficits arriving only in
July and later.

Only in 2009 (47% be-
low normal) and 2014 (44%
below normal) did June
rainfall fail as sharply as it
has this year. In 2023, the
most recent El Nifio year,
June closed about 8% be-
low normal, within the
IMD’s normal range.

An El Nifio event — the
periodic warming of the
central and eastern Pacific
Ocean that tends to sup-
press the Indian monsoon
— establishes itself only in
the spring and exerts its in-
fluence mainly in the mid-
dle and later part of the
season.

“June rainfall and the
pace of onset, by contrast,
are governed largely by lo-
cal and regional factors,”
according to D.S. Pai, chief
forecaster at the IMD’s Re-
gional Meteorological
Centre in Chennai.

First pulse weakened

This year, the monsoon set
in over Kerala on June 4,
just three days behind its

17J36. India’s rainfall deficit 35% as monsoon stalls
AT & SEUT & HROT SR H a1 1 F#A 35% §8

normal date, but its ad-
vance up the west coast
has since lost momentum.
Dr. Pai explained that the
monsoon moves in pulses,
and the first pulse, having
reached the outskirts of
Mumbai, did not sustain it-
self. Instead, an “anticy-
clonic circulation” to the
city’s north, combined
with a westerly push from
mid-latitude weather sys-
tems, has prevented the
monsoon from establish-
ing itself, he told The
Hindu.

The Madden-Julian Os-
cillation, a travelling band
of atmospheric activity
that can strengthen or
weaken the monsoon, is
currently in an “unfavoura-
ble phase”. This implies
that the onset over Mum-
bai is likely to be delayed
by afurther five to six days,
until the next pulse streng-
thens, possibly aided by a
low-pressure system form-
ing over the Bay of Bengal,
he reckoned.

Deficit is significant in a year forecasters globally
have warned will likely be a ‘Super El Nifio’ year

The US. National
Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration issued an
El Nifio advisory on June 11,
confirming the event had
formed and placing the
odds of it becoming “very
strong” by winter at 63%.
The World Meteorological
Organization had earlier
put the probability of EI Ni-
fio emerging between June
and August at 80%. The
IMD’s own June bulletin
states that El Nifio condi-
tions are present and that
the ocean and atmosphere
have coupled, with no pos-
itive Indian Ocean Dipole
expected to offset it this
season.

The warnings have been
building. IMD’s first-stage
forecast in April pegged
seasonal rainfall at 92% of
the long-period average; its
May-end update lowered
this to 90% and assigned a
60% probability to a defi-
cient year — the agency’s
most pessimistic pre-sea-
son call since 2015.

e The shortfall in rainfall is concentrated in the regions the monsoon has failed to cover —
Maharashtra, the Konkan coast, and the adjoining regions of central India — where its
northward progress has been stalled for several days.

ST Y halt T 37 8331 A HIAT § STET AT 38l T T I I § — HGRISE, Hihor
dc, ammm%ﬂuﬁm—m“mmﬁmmaé%ﬁﬂwgm%l

e India Meteorological Department (IMD) statistics show that apart from northwest India,
which has received 5% more rain than normal for this time of the year, all other regions are
in the red.

R Ata# Tt fasimer (IMD) & 3ilehst & 3R JeR-9fREd $IRA 1 D3R, 5161 39 I A
AT & 5% HUF T g R, &7 & Wl 3 &1 o wne S Rt # §

e This includes east and northeast India (-43%), central India (-61%), and the southern
peninsula (-14%).
SoTH & U9 3T-9d AR (-43%), FET HRA (-61%), 7T &faroft graedia (-14%) enfdre g1

e The Union government has placed 150 to 200 districts under priority monitoring, ordered
weekly El Nifio reviews, and is encouraging a shift towards cotton and pulses.
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F¢ TFR 3 150 ¥ 200 Foral &Y e [HoRm & 3ideTd 1@r &, drcdiige e Ay goiier &
fader feu & a2ur 9 3R gargal 7 3R Bae TRade & Ncagd har gl

‘Better placed’
‘dgar Rufa &

o While arainfall deficit in June, the first of the monsoon months, is not unusual, it assumes
additional significance in a year that forecasters globally have warned will likely be a ‘Super
El Nifio’ year.
AT ARG & TUH H1g S H o Ay FAY 3= L1 &, o] 76 39 a¥ Ay #Agea 7@l
¢ o 3faes Atas qalAThdI3i = Henfad GuX vel Ay a¥ garr g

e An El Nifilo event — the periodic warming of the central and eastern Pacific Ocean that

tends to suppress the Indian monsoon — establishes itself only in the spring and exerts its
influence mainly in the middle and later part of the season.

T Al T — 37AT 7T UF YAt FATT HETHRR & STol T e FSHHOT, S HHAT:
HRAT ATAG T HHR AT & — T F] H IR gIcl & 3R S8R FoMTd HTI: HGe
& Feg qUT 3ifae @Rl & G@rs Zarg|

e The Madden-Julian Oscillation (MJO), a travelling band of atmospheric activity that can
strengthen or weaken the monsoon, is currently in an “unfavourable phase”.

A3-S{feraet JfFFerT (MIO), St argHsei arffaftrat s veh arfereher &7 & iR AleTgeT 1
HSTG AT HAR H Thell §, drd H “Sfager rawar A
e This implies that the onset over Mumbai is likely to be delayed by a further five to six days,

until the next pulse strengthens, possibly aided by a low-pressure system forming over the
Bay of Bengal, he reckoned.

gHe HY § o Hag & ARG 7 A AR it § B e faeiad g1 aendr 8, sta o o
37Tl AT TROT HAG o &1 ST, T8 F3TTer Y WISt # Tofel dTell feT g1 Jorrel & Ferdar
e T 81

e The U.S. National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA) issued an El Nifio
advisory on June 11, confirming the event had formed and placing the odds of it becoming
“very strong” by winter at 63%.

IARAT T AR T TRIHSNT FATHA (NOAA) & 11 ST b U afted) IRIY ST bl
§Ugf%ﬁ%wumﬁmﬁﬁgﬁ%ammﬁmmw“mm’aaﬁaﬁm
63% ¢l

e The World Meteorological Organization (WMO) had earlier put the probability of El Nifio
emerging between June and August at 80%.

frea Atwsr faammer WaraeT (WMO) o Tget 1 STt W 3791 o oT<l Tel afielt faeh At glet el Heararer
80% TS 7|

e IMD’s first-stage forecast in April pegged seasonal rainfall at 92% of the long-period
average.

IMD & 33l 3 STRY J2# =0T & Jalelaret 3 et a1 drefemifae sitare 1 929 3ilepr aram
Tl

e |ts May-end update lowered this to 90% and assigned a 60% probability to a deficient year
— the agency’s most pessimistic pre-season forecast since 2015.

S8 7S 3 & AT TATTATA 3 U TTHT 90% F AT 4T AT FUT-6TE AT T hT HeTeetm
60% SIS TS — ST 2015 & dTe; Tl T Hed TRIATATET T&-HAHA aTHA ¢ |
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Courts must weigh civil disputes
before criminal prosecution: HC

The Hindu Bureau

preme Court observations

the robes of criminal pro-

BENGALURU that criminal law cannotbe  secution in the complete
invoked against citizens, in  absence of even an iota of
The Karnataka High Court  the absence of legally tena-  criminality, the court said

has said that trial courts
cannot ignore the penden-
cy of civil proceedings
while assessing whether
criminal prosecution is be-
ing used as a weapon of ha-
rassment, and are dury-
bound to scrutinise, even
at the stage of framing of
charges, whether the evi-
dence genuinely discloses
a strong suspicion and a
reasonable prospect of
conviction.

“The criminal law can-
not be permitted to degen-
erate into a weapon of op-
pression in aid of a civil
contest,” it said, citing Su-

ble material, merely be-
cause a civil dispute sub-
sists between the parties.

Justice M. Nagaprasanna
made these observations
while quashing the crimi-
nal cases against several
persons and their advocate
by the Bengaluru city pol-
ice in connection with a
complaint lodged against
them in relation to a dis-
pute over transactions of
certain properties, the sale
deeds of which were regis-
tered two decades ago.

A simmering land dis-
pute between the parties
has been artfully clothed in

while pointing out that the
criminal law cannot be
permitted to degenerate
into a weapon of oppres-
sion in aid of a civil contest.

The criminal justice sys-
tem, it said, must operate
through two filters — first,
at the stage of investigation
and filing of a chargesheet,
and next, at the stage of
framing of charge by the
trial court. At both stages,
the law vests ample power
in trial courts to terminate
proceedings that amount
to abuse of process, sub-
ject always to the peculiar
facts of each case.

17J6. Courts must weigh civil disputes before criminal prosecution: HC
TR A & qd FarATet FY At f{aret w AR wer i 35w
Tl T

The Karnataka High Court has said that trial courts cannot ignore the pendency of civil
proceedings while assessing whether criminal prosecution is being used as a weapon

of harassment, and are duty-bound to scrutinise, even at the stage of framing of
charges, whether the evidence genuinely discloses a strong suspicion and a
reasonable prospect of conviction.

FATCH 3T ~INATAT oI gl & o TG 3Tholed I THT Th gl TR FTRANSTT FT 3TA=T
Scdige & AT & §T H A AGT fohdT T 8T &, TAIROT #ATeT (Trial Courts) ATt Friarfgal
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F oifad gleT T 3UET AGT X Hebdl dUT 37 I Tg &I1Acd & [ F IIRIT dF et o RO H 8ff I8
ST Y o T A1eT I # AT WaE 3R arvfleftr A FiFawerd wemaer H yahe FYd &
“The criminal law cannot be permitted to degenerate into a weapon of oppression in aid
of a civil contest,” it said, citing Supreme Court observations that criminal law cannot be

invoked against citizens, in the absence of legally tenable material, merely because a civil
dispute subsists between the parties.

SIATATER o1 &g, “3TITRe F1elst 1 et diareh Ramg # goe & §RAR & w0 & wRafda =

Y aregafar et & ST W 3T el H THA ITAAH AT T 37 FeTa Ot &t Soorg fha,
1191 gt a1 AT o Shael TaThRI o N Eiaret farg g Tt glet & &ror, faftes &0 8 fewrs
T o 37T A, AETRT o [aeeer AaNfte HTefet T TGRT AL AT SIT FehelT|

Justice M. Nagaprasanna made these observations while quashing the criminal cases
against several persons and their advocate by the Bengaluru city police in connection with a
complaint lodged against them in relation to a dispute over transactions of certain properties,
the sale deeds of which were registered two decades ago.

IS TH. ARTIHeT o A o0y 36 FHT i STd 3egiel deTel% AT IFAH Sany s
SHTFALT TUT Jefehs JHTAAGAT & fa%eey gt AT ATAeH F foted o< 21| 78 RIFId &
HYTAIT o oled-cef & FITUd [aaTG o TGH H Gof ol T3 2T, T [ fad® (Sale Deeds)
SITEAT &1 GR1 T Tohiepd £% i

The criminal justice system, it said, must operate through two filters — first, at the stage of

investigation and filing of a chargesheet, and next, at the stage of framing of charge by the
trial court.

FIATATT oF gl foh ITIATAR FATT JUITel Y &F TR X 1 FLAT AT — Tgell, g 3R
IRYYF (Chargesheet) ST S & =TT H, TUT GET, FATROT AT SaRT AR 07 FIA
& TROTH|

‘What is the present case in Bengal?
After the recent West Bengal polls,

disqualification of members is vested in
the Speaker or Chairman. While they are

What does Tenth Schedule
provide on party mergers?

Why has the misuse of the merger provision increased after the deletion of paragraph 3?

LETTER AND SPIRIT

Rangarajan R.

The story so far:

s many as 20 rebel Trinamool
Congress MPs met the Lok
Sabha Speaker and announced

their decision to merge with
Nationalist Citizens Party of India (NCPI).
‘This has raised issues about the
interpretation of Tenth Schedule with
respect to merger of political parties.

‘What is the origin of Tenth Schedule?
The defections of legislators during 1960s
and 70s from their parent parties created
political instability in many States
bringing down elected governments. This
prompted the 52nd constitutional
amendment to introduce the
‘anti-defection’ law through the Tenth
Schedule in 1985. This Schedule provides

that a member of a House of Parliament
or State legislature who voluntarily gives
up the membership of their ‘political
party’ or votes against the instructions of
their party in a House are liable for
disqualification from such House. The
‘political party’ is the entire organisation
of a party, while the ‘legislature party’ is
all the members of a political party in a
House of Parliament or State legislature.
The Tenth Schedule originally had two
exceptions that would not render the
members liable for disqualification viz.

members of a legislature party
“practically’ defecting but claiming to be
the original political party in order to
escape disqualification. This happened in
the case of Shiv Sena and Nationalist
Congress Party in June 2022 and July 2023
respectively.

There have also been instances where
more than two-third members of a
‘legislature party’ in a house have merged
themselves with another political party to
escape disqualification. This happened in

ber 2019 (in Rajasthan) when all 6

one-third of members of the ‘legislature
party’ splitting to form a separate group
(paragraph 3), or a merger of their
‘political party’ with another party that is
approved by two-thirds of the members of
its ‘legislature party” (paragraph 4).
However, considering the need to
strengthen the ‘anti-defection’ law,
paragraph 3 was omitted in 2003.

With the deletion of paragraph 3, there
have been instances of two-third

Bahujan Samajwadi Party MLAs merged
themselves with the Congress and in
September 2022 (in Goa) when 8 out of
the 11 Congress MLAs merged themselves
with the BJP. The Bombay High Court
upheld the merger of Goa’s Congress
Legislature Party with the BJP, though an
appeal is pending in the apex court. A
similar move occurred in April 2026 when
7 of 10 AAP Rajya Sabha MPs merged with
the BJP.

around 60 of the 80 MLAs elected from
Trinamool Congress formed a separate
faction led by Ritabrata Banerjee, who
was recognised as the Leader of
Opposition in the State Assembly even
after the party expelled him. Meanwhile,
20 of the 28 Lok Sabha MPs have
submitted their decision to the Lok Sabha
Speaker to merge themselves with the
NCPL. Their claim is that they constitute
two-thirds of the legislature party and are
hence authorised to take this step under
the provisions of the Tenth Schedule
without attracting disqualification.

‘What may be way forward?

A plain reading of the Tenth Schedule
allows only for merger of a political party
with another party that is approved by
two-thirds of its legislature party. It does
not authorise two-thirds of the legislature
party in a house to merge itself with
another political party to claim immunity
from defection. However, in the recent
instance with respect to proposed merger
of Trinamool Lok Sabha MPs with NCPI as
well as the merger of Rajya Sabha MPs of
AAP with the BJP, this is what has
happened. It is also subject to
interpretation whether a merger of an
‘original political party’ can happen only
with another political party that already
has members in the legislative house.
Moreover, the authority to decide on the

expected to perform this constitutional
role impartially, the presiding officers
have often favoured the ruling
dispensation. The Supreme Court in K. M.
Singh case in 2020, recommended that
the Parliament amend the Constitution to
vest these powers in an independent
tribunal headed by judges.

An authoritative Supreme Court
judgement in the matters of merger and
setting up of an independent tribunal to
decide on disqualification may reduce the
ambiguities surrounding the Tenth
Schedule. However, it may not prevent
the ingenious methods adopted by
political parties to circumvent the Tenth
Schedule. Any such manoeuvres may be
viewed as a betrayal of the electorate by
the elected representatives. A stricter
measure, as recommended by the Law
commission in 1999, could be to amend
the Tenth Schedule and delete paragraph
4 that provides exemption from
disqualification for merger of political
parties. Any action by elected members of
a legislature party against their political
party should lead to disqualification that
results in seeking fresh mandate from the
people.

Rangarajan R. is a former IAS officer
and author of ‘Courseware on Polity
Simplified’. He currently trains at ‘Officers
IAS Academy'. Views expressed are
personal.

17J6. What does the Tenth Schedule provide on party mergers?
cwdl gt goll F ey & Faer F F41 yraHTer FIA 82

e This prompted the 52nd Constitutional Amendment to introduce the Anti-Defection Law

through the Tenth Schedule in 1985.

S8 & IRUTHETERT 1985 # 528 WiAteT welereT SaRT GHal et & ACTH § To-agel faed

FsT (Anti-Defection Law) #fTe] feharm rr|

e This Schedule provides that a member of a House of Parliament or State Legislature who
voluntarily gives up the membership of their political party or votes against the instructions of
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their party in a House is liable for disqualification from such House.

S g o TR, WG I AT RAUTTHSH 7 s T IS FaeoT & e Tefetias qaréf
& HEEIAT OIS ST § I7 TeeT H Iref & fadelt & faveer Aaers ar &, ar ag sraegar
(Disqualification) a7 9T 19|

The political party is the entire organisation of a party, while the legislature party is all the
members of a political party in a House of Parliament or State Legislature.

Terehifara ardt & aread el gt & Heqol erasT @ §, STafd Rarft g (Legislature Party) &
ATcTd e AT FeTHse & i) 38 Toteifas go & el fAaifa geeat a ¥

The Tenth Schedule originally had two exceptions that would not render the members liable
for disqualification viz., one-third of members of the legislature party splitting to form a
separate group (Paragraph 3), or a merger of their political party with another party that is
approved by two-thirds of the members of its legislature party (Paragraph 4).

IR &9 & gadl g 7 e e A fofeteh 3cid HeFd 3rAeaar § 99 @hd 3, 3Aiq
et g & Uh-fgTS HeEdT GaRT 376l HHE FoI1eTT (3eTeG 3) 31U Astelfeid &of 1 fondlr
3= gl A e, for 3aeh faur gor & @)-faer$ wewal &1 Tdfispfa ored & (3reede 4)|

However, considering the need to strengthen the Anti-Defection Law, Paragraph 3 was
omitted in 2003.

REUC m—mﬁﬂﬁmaﬁgcg, geATeY T ITTTHAT l cWd §U 2003 ﬁsi'ﬂ'v_t}?3 T geT
e |

With the deletion of Paragraph 3, there have been instances of two-thirds members of a
legislature party ‘practically’ defecting but claiming to be the original political party in order to
escape disqualification.

ITBT 3 BT ST & oTc; U SSTEXOT HIHA T STel fehdlt ferraiy et o al-forers wewar
Wwﬁm—wm?ﬁmaﬁﬂymaﬁwmﬁmwm
A &

This happened in the case of Shiv Sena and Nationalist Congress Party (NCP) in June
2022 and July 2023 respectively.

T RIaHEAT 3R Iseardt FIAW rét (NCP) o Al & shafel: o 2022 3R Felr§ 2023 # g3l

There have also been instances where more than two-thirds members of a legislature party
in a House have merged themselves with another political party to escape disqualification.

VT A 3 T 31T § STeT oY Tt 7 fIUrl cof & ar-faers ¥ 31 gexg 3vgard
T & AT T Y TR 31T AT gof 7 Tqerg T o B

This happened in September 2019 in Rajasthan when all 6 BSP MLAs merged themselves
with the Congress and in September 2022 in Goa when 8 out of 11 Congress MLAs
merged themselves with the BJP.

QT R 2019 F TSTEATA & E3HT, STl agotel FHATS et (BSP) & Tl 6 farerrareh ke 1
RMTA & 31T, 2T AR 2022 3 7T 3 g3, S il & 11 # A 8 Trerads strorar & «nfae &

v

The Bombay High Court upheld the merger of Goa’s Congress Legislature Party with the
BJP, though an appeal is pending in the Supreme Court.

I1Fd 35T AT & AT 6T F1AT FAURR gor & H1eT9T 3 TIT Y ¢ AT, grefifeh 30 T &
ITIAH AT H 31 difed g

A similar move occurred in April 2026 when 7 of 10 AAP Rajya Sabha MPs merged with the
BJP.

S TR Y TeaT 3T 2026 3 § ST ITH HTEH T (AAP) & 10 H § 7 UsTHT Hide $TTsTaT
H enfAer g a1v|

A plain reading of the Tenth Schedule allows only for the merger of a political party with
another party that is approved by two-thirds of its legislature party.
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St T T THAY EATA g ST & Toh harel Tetalifcreh gor T fohall 31w gt & faora &1
A g, 920t 3 30 Taumd aof & &Y-faer$ wewal &1 Fdisp i ured &'l

It does not authorise two-thirds of the legislature party in a House to merge itself with
another political party and claim immunity from defection.

g e Ao & faumft oo & Q)-faer gewa I T3 fhdl 3173 g & Ao o gol-9gal O
SITCIRETT ATeel et T e Afel oTgl et

It is also subject to interpretation whether a merger of an original political party can occur
only with another political party that already has members in the legislative House.

Ig &t carea &1 fawr § o fohdll et Traretifare &ef o1 e sharel U8 &l 3 81 81 Hehell © Toldeh
g ¥ &) 39 AR gea # geea g

The Supreme Court, in the K. M. Singh case (2020), recommended that Parliament amend
the Constitution to vest these powers in an independent tribunal headed by judges.

ITAAH SR o . . fiE AT (2020) # 3re7erar v oY o wwe Afans 7 et a 3o
AfFaar T =araefieit ST 3rETETdT aTel T FATATTASHIOT T AT |

An authoritative Supreme Court judgement on matters of merger and the establishment of
an independent tribunal may reduce the ambiguities surrounding the Tenth Schedule.

o1 gaeft AT UX Ueh WTHTOI 3Tadd AT Aok gur Tad s ~araneresior T TAT9=T
gqdt T A SN IETSCATIHT Y A H Fehell B

A stricter measure, as recommended by the Law Commission (1999), could be to amend the
Tenth Schedule and delete Paragraph 4, which provides exemption from disqualification for
merger of political parties.

faffr 3T (1999) Y 3T & HTHR Ueh 3T HOR IUTT T &1 Hehell & fob St ATl 7
TN Y HTEDG 4 I 6l T ST, SiT ToTeiifcten gl & e T Reufd 7 raegar 4 ge
JeTeT AT ¢

GS Paper Il: Governance 17 June 2026
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17J6 | MSC Elsa 3 sinking: HC concerned over impact

MSC Elsa 3 & §ae U 359 ~qH T THIE $ AT Rfae

17J6 | Cough syrup can’t be sold without prescription: govt.

e RfFcahIT o<f & F% [T FE 391 7 FFdT WER

17J6 | Supreme Court seeks response from Centre, States on Aadhaar ‘misuse’

3TAAH ST & YR & ‘GEIANrT W &g AR T4 § srar Ao

17J6 | Primed to treat

3R & AT dIw

17J6 | Five solutions Indian cities need, to stop fighting for water week after week

HITAT 2 FT TR-AR ST FHhe A [ F Vbt F AT ofe FaATUTe Sraea+

An employee of the Terratis company releases sterile male
tiger mosquitoes in Montpellier, southern France, on June
5, 2026. With global warming, 80% of the world’s population
now runs the risk of being exposed to one or more
infectious diseases long considered tropical, which cause
more than a million deaths a year, according to the WHO.
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TIGER MOSQUITOES

6

Tiger mosquitoes are mosquitoes belonging mainly to the
genus Aedes, especially: v

White stripe on
the head and thorax

o Aecdes aegypti \
e Aedes albopictus

They are called ""tiger mosquitoes'* because of their White patches on the

abdomen and paws

distinctive black body with white stripes, resembling a Py \ \

tiger's markings. - \

Identification
Aedes aegypti
e Black body
e White markings on legs

e Lyre-shaped white pattern on thorax

Aedes albopictus (Asian Tiger Mosquito)
e Black body

« Single white stripe running down the center of the thorax
e Prominent white bands on legs

Why Are They Important?

Tiger mosquitoes are among the world's most important disease vectors.

They transmit:

\ Disease H Pathogen \
Dengue Fever | Dengue virus |
Chikungunya |[Chikungunya virus |
|
|
|

Zika Virus Disease|Zika virus

Yellow Fever [Yellow fever virus
Rift Valley Fever |Rift Valley fever virus

Pagel 2
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MSCElsa 3 17J6. MSC Elsa 3 sinking: HC concerned over impact
sinking: HC MSC Elsa 3 & gl W 329 +41Teld Y19 & aaT e
concerned

i e Expressing serious concern over the absence of an environmental
W impact assessment (EIA) on the sinking of the ship MSC Elsa 3 off the
s a— Alappuzha coast in May 2025, the Kerala_l High Court on Tuesday sought the
xocmr response of the Centre and other agencies.

Expressing serious con-
cern over the absence of an
environmental impact as-
sessment (EIA) on the sink-
ing of the ship MSC Elsa 3
off the Alappuzha coast in
May 2025, the Kerala High
Court on Tuesday sought
the response of the Centre
and other agencies.

The court sought the
response of the Ministry of
Environment, Forests and
Climate Change and the Di-
rector-General of Shipping
on the marine and coastal

HE 2025 H IS A< & folehe MSC Elsa 3 STgTeT & 3oel 9X qATaRuiRr JaiTar Arhetet
(EIA) %amaﬁéw#ﬁrﬁﬁmmﬁgummmﬁwaﬁﬁa

WIEHR JTAT 3T T Tadr A STard J9|

e The court sought the response of the Ministry of Environment, Forests and
Climate Change and the Director-General of Shipping on the marine and coastal

ecological impacts caused by the wreckage.

ARITeIY & HeAd o HRUT 3cee] FHAN Ud TR IR gemmat & deer 7 qeqor,
g U9 Serary IRada #re T Alagar Agifager (Director-General of Shipping)

q SaTe "9

e Many of the containers were carrying hazardous cargo, including 339.20

ecological impacts caused tonnes of calcium carbide. h ’
by%lf,‘;y“h“;,lﬁf:én askedto S HCRI H WAt AT (hazardous COllg Syrl.lp Callt

detail the manner in which
the EIA would be carried
out, the institutions or
agencies considered com-
petent to undertake the ex-
ercise, and the scope of the
study. In addition, the
court must be informed
whether any interim mea-
sures have been contem-
plated to address the envi-
ronmental and
navigational concerns due
to the sinking of the vessel
along with the containers
aboard, said a Division
Bench of Justice Raja Vi-
jayaraghavan V. and Justice
K.V. Jayakumar, while con-
sidering public interest liti-
gation petitions filed by
T.N. Pratapan and others.
Many of the containers
were carrying hazardous

cargo) T, TSge 339.20 & e
FaTs oY enfdrer 4|

17J6. Cough syrup can’t be

sold without prescription: govt.

e Rifcadr o<f & F¢ BT
STEY AT ST FhdT: PR

e Medicinal syrups, including
those used to treat coughs, can no
longer be bought without a doctor’s
prescription, according to a
government notification issued on
Tuesday.

be sold without
prescription: govt.

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Medicinal syrups, includ-
ing those used to treat
coughs, can no longer be
bought without a doctor’s
prescription, according to
a government notification
issued on Tuesday. This
means that over-the-coun-
ter sales of these syrups
will no longer be allowed.
The Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare noti-

N

The Union Health Ministry
notified the change to the

cargo, including 339.20 2

tonnes of calcium carbide. ~ S191C1AR T IR Teh TIHRT 37 iﬁa\aa & ged th;mchalnggzs to ht.hﬁ Drugs Rules, 1945.

An estimated 475 contain- w : iF=rae) Tugs €s, > WHIC

ers remain sunk with the 3'{,'1 I, FITARAY ZIOEIEI laid out the rigulations inlil ilélggestigntfj fron;lsta-
ship. The court sought de- F%H Jitwefr R/ WU pertaining to the Drugs eholders and the public.
tails of whether steps had 3 & ot and Cosmetics Act, 1940. The government said all
been taken to engage an in- (Prescription) & =T a@- @ﬂé\- S Tuesday’s notification  comments received on the
dependent expert agency, . directed that the word ‘sy-  draft rules were consi-
:;éi‘;‘g‘a‘l C;giﬁf;%‘:‘:(; v;-r Fehal| rups’ be removed from the  dered before the final noti-
ify the findings contained e This means that over-the- ]é;:al(:fl;:gdm?r:)h;tt?]:dp?gig fication was issued.

in the reports relied upon  counter sales of these syrups will no sions of the Act. Many fatalities

by the ship’s owners.

T 37 & foh 37 AT fr stav-g-#13ex (OTC)

longer be allowed.

farshY 3197 317 =Tet g1t
e The Ministry of Health and Family Welfare

The rules had earlier
specified that “Syrups, lo-
zenges, pills and tablets
for cough” would be ex-
empted, meaning that
cough lozenges, pills, and

The move comes after fa-
talities due to cough sy-
rups adulterated with in-
dustrial solvents, including
the deaths of 24 children in
Madhya Pradesh last Sep-

notified the change to the Drugs Rules, 1945, tablets will still be available ~ tember. Cough syrups ex-
which laid out the regulations pertaining to the over the counter. ported from India have
The amendment follows  been linked to the deaths

Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940.

FARELY U9 URER 10T #1093 &,

a draft notification in De-
cember 2025 to which the
Centre invited objections

of more than 140 children
in Africa and Central Asia
since 2022.
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1945 (Drugs Rules, 1945) 7 58 9Racisl &I g fomar, St sittefer va garerer awwEft
A, 1940 (Drugs and Cosmetics Act, 1940) & Hafad fafazst # fuTiRa s=arg|

e Tuesday’s notification directed that the word ‘syrups’ be removed from the list of items that
had been exempted from the provisions of the Act.

HITTAR T eIt & forder feam arar fa ‘RRT (Syrups)’ 2ree T 3o FEI3it 1 et & gerar
ST Sieg HTATHATH & Jraenei § ge gred ol
e The rules had earlier specified that “Syrups, lozenges, pills and tablets for cough” would

be exempted, meaning that cough lozenges, pills, and tablets will still be available over the
counter.

forraAt 3 uger 75 ffése o fop “@rel & fore R, @ieter, e sitv dede e wea g,
orgerr 3127 § T @it & dtater, Mo 31 Eaae 319 oY foam ot & 3geretr W@t

Supreme Court seeks response from

Centre, States on Aadhaar ‘misuse’

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday sought responses
from the Centre and States
on a plea alleging misuse of
Aadhaar cards issued by
the Unique Identification
Authority of India (UIDAI)
as proof of citizenship,
domicile and residence.

The petition claimed
that “infiltrators and illegal
immigrants” are able to ob-
tain the cards and project
themselves as “lawful resi-
dents”, thereby availing
benefits to which they are
not legally entitled.

A Bench of Chief Justice
of India Surya Kant and
Justice V. Mohana issued
notice on the plea filed by
advocate Ashwini Kumar
Upadhyay.

The petition contended
that the continued use of
Aadhaar for purposes
beyond identity verifica-
tion is contrary to Section
9 of the Aadhaar Act, 2016,
which expressly states that
Aadhaar is not proof of citi-
zenship or domicile.

It also relied on an Au-
gust 2023 UIDAI notifica-
tion clarifying that Aad-
haar serves only as proof of
identity and cannot be
treated as proof of citizen-
ship, residence or date of
birth.

Electoral integrity
The plea also questioned
the use of Aadhaar as proof

17J6. Supreme Court seeks response from Centre, States on Aadhaar ‘misuse’

The petition claimed “infiltrators and illegal immigrants” are able to
obtain the cards and project themselves as “lawful residents”.

of date of birth and resi-
dence in Form-6, the appli-
cation form for fresh voter
registration.

Mr. Upadhyay argued
that allowing Aadhaar to
be used for this purpose
could undermine the inte-
grity of the electoral
process.

“Aadhaar is not only be-
ing used as proof of age, ci-
tizenship & domicile for
school admission, proper-
ty purchase, and to obtain
birth certificate, ration
card, driving licence, but
also being used in the ap-
plication form for new vo-
ter registration (Form-6) as
proof of date of birth &
proof of residence. And
thus, infiltrators & illegal
immigrants are obtaining
various documents using
the Aadhaar,” the plea
stated.

Referring to what he de-

The plea contended
that the continued

use of Aadhaar for

purposes beyond
identity verification

is contrary to
Section 9 of the

Aadhaar Act, 2016

scribed as the presence of
a “huge number of illegal
migrants” occupying “vast
tracts of land, particularly
along sensitive internation-
al borders”, Mr. Upadhyay
contended that the ease
with which such persons
can obtain Aadhaar cards
enables them to secure
other identity documents
and eventually seek inclu-
sion in electoral rolls.
“Infiltration is a weapon
of political parties to sub-
vert the electoral process
for their benefit. West Ben-

gal, Assam and other
Northeastern States have
been afflicted by cheap
political tactics. The infil-
trators are helped by either
the party in power or the
Opposition parties, and are
also helped with identity
documents such as Aad-
haar/ration card. Once
they have a plethora of
documents, they enrol
themselves in the voting
list. Thus, the sacrosanct
nature of the election pro-
cess is compromised,” the
plea stated.

‘Complete overhaul’
Accordingly, the petition
sought an complete over-
haul of the verification fra-
mework used in electoral
processes and proposed
the establishment of a
high-powered monitoring
committee comprising a
retired Supreme Court
judge along with cyberse-
curity and forensic experts
to oversee reforms.

It also prayed for a di-
rection “to declare that the
use of Aadhaar as proof of
date of birth and residence
in the application form for
new voter registration” is
contrary to statutory provi-
sions and therefore liable
to be declared “void and
inoperative”.

The plea also prayed for
a direction to declare the
use of Aadhaar for voter
date-of-birth and residence
verification as “void and
inoperative”.

3TaaA FAMETEE A 3R F ‘GEIAer W & X Tt & sara A

e The Supreme Court on Tuesday sought responses from the Centre and States on a
plea alleging misuse of Aadhaar cards issued by the Unique Identification Authority of
India (UIDAI) as proof of citizenship, domicile and residence.
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ITaaH AT A HITAIR &l HRAT fafArse ggarer aifdraor (UIDAI) garT Y 3R #18 &
ArTRaaT, 3ifrar (Domicile) T framr & YAIOT & w9 3 AT geuieT wath anfoer o« &5
3R =T R F AT A

The petition contended that the continued use of Aadhaar for purposes beyond identity
verification is contrary to Section 9 of the Aadhaar Act, 2016, which expressly states that
Aadhaar is not proof of citizenship or domicile.

ifhr 7 a e 71T foh aganer @I (Identity Verification) & X 366231 & folT YR &1
AR 39T 3R AT, 2016 $Y &R 9 & AT &, f9TH Tuse 9 F Fararar g 5
TR ARTREET AT 3 RaTT &7 yHo7 787 &

It also relied on an August 2023 UIDAI notification clarifying that Aadhaar serves only as
proof of identity and cannot be treated as proof of citizenship, residence or date of birth.

ITTIehT & 3FT 2023 AT UIDAI Jrftrgerat 1 8t Seora fonam arar, forast Tve foham arar ot foh
3TYR hdel el T THIT ¢ 3R 3 ARTRSdT, A 3ruar sea fafd & gamr & & & 767
HAIAT ST TeheT|

Electoral integrity

IGEIEGRIE R LK I ECEGL

The plea also questioned the use of Aadhaar as proof of date of birth and residence in Form-
6, the application form for fresh voter registration.

1Tt 7 T HTeTdT Goeh0T g TIF BIe-6 & TR I e fafdr iR fovarar waamor & w9 &
R T I I 6T 99T 351IT T

“Aadhaar is not only being used as proof of age, citizenship & domicile for school
admission, property purchase, and to obtain birth certificate, ration card, driving
licence, but also being used in the application form for new voter registration (Form-6)
as proof of date of birth & proof of residence. And thus, infiltrators & illegal immigrants
are obtaining various documents using the Aadhaar,” the plea stated.

ITTIeRT 31 &gT 31T 3 “3TUR FT 394V Fael Tohel T3, HUT TG, FoH THIOT-T, TRAT F15
3R grsfair agdw yred Fa & AT 3y, AnTRear va srflrar & yaAror F w0 & § 7@ fhar e
QT &, IoF AT AdSIAT TolIhor (B1H-6) H o=w faf¥ 3k fFawr yamor & w0 & s R s ter
1 59 TR, guifov AR srder yard muR F Areas § Rffes qrads aroa #w §

“Infiltration is a weapon of political parties to subvert the electoral process for their
benefit. West Bengal, Assam and other Northeastern States have been afflicted by
cheap political tactics. The infiltrators are helped by either the party in power or the
Opposition parties, and are also helped with identity documents such as
Aadhaar/ration card. Once they have a plethora of documents, they enrol themselves in
the voting list. Thus, the sacrosanct nature of the election process is compromised,”
the plea stated.

TRt 3 el 1T & “gads Tereifcre gell GaRT e et & faw faaaer wiram 1 yanfaa
FT T U WU oo 71 §1 IREH §977el, 30 3R 3177 qate} T 7 Tl Tt Torhfaat
& worfaa gu | qudfodl it aeree ar Rraad g garT werrar & sl § T 3+ 3R 3k
A FTE W IgATH SEATAS 3T FUT AT | T TR IATCT SEATAS JToT &) A W I FqF
FY AAGTAT T & Gt T A 1 $H THR JoATd FHHAT T G genfara gt g1

‘Complete overhaul’
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Primed to treat

The Kerala story in containing Nipah
has lessons for pandemic preparedness

T he emergence of a case of the Nipah virus

in Kerala and the subsequent control in

the State is indicative of two things: first,
Kerala’s own mix of ecological factors and an-
thropogenic activity that makes it vulnerable ev-
ery monsoon season to the possibility of Nipah
spreading, the hosts being fruit bats. Second, the
fact that there has been just a single case so far is
testament to the robustness of the health systems
in place in Kerala. The World Health Organization
(WHO) has classified Nipah a priority pathogen,
accounting for its lethality, potential to cause out-
breaks, even a pandemic. It is just one of several
pathogens that WHO has flagged for Kerala — in-
cluding avian influenza and Kyasanur Forest Dis-
ease. Kerala has, at the moment, one active case
of 43-year-old man from Ramanattukara in Kozhi-
kode. He remains on ventilator support at the
Kozhikode Government Hospital. No fresh cases
have come up since then, after intensive contact
tracing and screening. The 2018 Nipah outbreak,
immortalised in film and art, which caused 17
deaths, and affected 23 people (18 lab con-
firmed), spread primarily on person-to-person
contact, with the index patient reportedly trans-
mitting the virus to 15 others, including health-
care workers. Since then it has had cases/out-
breaks in 2019, 2021, 2023, 2024, and 2025. His-
torically in India, a devastating outbreak was
noted in 2001 in West Bengal, and later, a few cas-
es were detected again, in 2007. Earlier this year,
on January 26, 2026, two laboratory-confirmed
cases of Nipah virus infection were reported from
West Bengal, both health-care workers. This was
also contained and no further cases were
reported.

It is clear that human activity on the fringes of
forest zones, encroaching into traditional habi-
tats of the fruit bats, has a central role to play in
the transmission of the virus; in time, this origi-
nally zoonotic infection jumped to humans. Re-
peatedly, the source of infection has been traced
to consuming contaminated fruits, or contact
with water sources contaminated by bats. This al-
so indicates that the overall approach should be
from a One Health perspective, considering envi-
ronmental and animal interplays with humans,
and not a mere health-care angle. The State’s his-
tory of Nipah outbreaks and its learnings have en-
abled it to prime its health system to meet such
health emergencies, at the primary and secon-
dary hospitals itself. This is the other lesson from
Kerala for pandemic preparedness. Its system
has become adept at maintaining a high index of
suspicion for cases of acute encephalitis; watch-
ing out for clusters, and with clinical efficiency,
deploying protocols to control further spread
and reach all those who need medical assistance.

ﬂg@&’iﬁﬂﬂ?@l

e Accordingly, the petition sought a complete overhaul of the
verification framework used in electoral processes and proposed the
establishment of a high-powered monitoring committee
comprising a retired Supreme Court judge along with cybersecurity
and forensic experts to oversee reforms.

deeTaR, FTfareht # foaeet Tfhamai & Jged Jedmae arer & qof
YeAdTSH i HIT T IS TUT GERT T FATRTEA o fAIT Ueh Feaead
faarreht afAfa a1fed et &1 geara @ o, fSae v Aarfage
FTaAH FANTEE & FARTER, AsaT GUaT A aur pRieE
frerwsr enfaer &l

17J6. Primed to treat
3R & fov R

e The emergence of a case of the Nipah virus in Kerala and
the subsequent control in the State is indicative of two things: first,
Kerala’'s own mix of ecological factors and anthropogenic activity
that makes it vulnerable every monsoon season to the possibility of
Nipah spreading, the hosts being fruit bats.

FToT F AYTE IR F Teh ATHS T TH 317 3R 396 95 ToT &
38 W AIa01 TUfa fRam ST & 91T T Tohd T &: Tgall, hiel
Fiere aifeufada Fret 3R Aasfaa afafaftrt s dar fAsor,
mmwﬁﬁmmmma:m@r
THTIAT & Gfct 30 Tt FATaT &

e The World Health Organization (WHO) has classified
Nipah a priority pathogen, accounting for its lethality, potential to
cause outbreaks, even a pandemic.

freT TaEey arse (WHO) =7 fauTg 1 veh Wi fRerar wred AeTeie &
& A gafiepe foma &, i Tg 3caTten bl ¢ TUT Teha 31T T8t
b o HETHARY 3ceeT dhiel I &THAT TWAT &

e ltisjust one of several pathogens that WHO has flagged for
Kerala — including avian influenza and Kyasanur Forest Disease.

TG 3eT 3k ATl H U Teh g ToteTeh Ucd WHO o el T Hcleh
TR &, oot vfarrer gewreluat 3R FATHIaY at 97 & et 8

e |tis clear that human activity on the fringes of forest
zones, encroaching into traditional habitats of the fruit bats, has a

central role to play in the transmission of the virus; in time, this
originally zoonotic infection jumped to humans.

g TS § T et &1a) Y AT 9} 1 arelr AT rfafafear, s
HATERY THINGST & TRIRh AT & 3TAhHAT FAT §, IR &
THR H S AT [ §; GHT & I g oI Seqored Hhaor

o Repeatedly, the source of infection has been traced to consuming contaminated fruits, or
contact with water sources contaminated by bats.

R-TR HHHUT & B T G Bl & Yol IYaT THAGST SarT g e 1T Srer Fa & duh

eI

e This also indicates that the overall approach should be from a One Health perspective,
considering environmental and animal interplays with humans, and not a mere health-care

angle.
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Ig 3T ST T & 1o Toar gfSeanior ot gour aR9eT oX 3menRd gler TR, foee #egsat &
a1y gAteRofiy 3R gep-watft 3 fopansit i o eare 3 7@ S, o+ foh Shael FareeT Ja1 %
gfSeeptor 1|

e |ts system has become adept at maintaining a high index of suspicion for cases of acute
encephalitis; watching out for clusters, and with clinical efficiency, deploying protocols to
control further spread and reach all those who need medical assistance.

SHFT YUTTelr g ATRTSHAY (Acute Encephalitis) & AT & Ifd 3T TAX T TdchdT §=ITT
TG, HHITAT Fegard Al (Clusters) W IR T@eT TUT ATfoa Gatar & 9y & wieteniel
ST Y 3 TETH &Y 91 &, S sha0T & Y YA 1 rafid ot 3R Rifthear agrrar

3TARTHAT aTel T AT b Tg T AR HY

Avian Influenza (Bird Flu) and Kyasanur Forest Disease

e These are both zoonotic diseases (diseases transmitted from animals to humans), but they differ
significantly in their causative agents, reservoirs, transmission, and geographical distribution.

Feature

Avian Influenza (Bird Flu)

Kyasanur Forest Disease (KFD)

Causative Agent

Influenza A virus (commonly H5N1, H5N8,
H7N9)

Kyasanur Forest Disease Virus (KFDV), a
Flavivirus

Disease Type

Viral respiratory disease

Viral hemorrhagic fever

birds

Reservoir Wild aquatic birds (ducks, geese, migratory | Small mammals, rodents, shrews;
birds) monkeys act as amplifying hosts
Vector No vector; direct transmission from infected | Tick-borne disease (mainly Haemaphysalis

ticks)

Transmission to
Humans

Contact with infected birds, poultry,
droppings, contaminated surfaces

Bite of infected ticks or contact with
infected animals

Human-to-Human
Transmission

Very rare

Not known to occur

Main Symptoms

Fever, cough, sore throat, pneumonia,
respiratory distress

High fever, headache, muscle pain,
bleeding tendencies, weakness

Mortality

Can be high in severe strains like H5N1

Around 3-10%
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Geographical
Distribution

Worldwide, especially along migratory bird
routes

Endemic mainly in Western Ghats region of
India

Vaccine Availability

KFD vaccine available in endemic areas of

Poultry vaccines available; limited human
vaccines

India

Five solutions Indian cities need, to stop
fighting for water week after week

Water-secuire cities require a combination of clear and transparent emergency planning, systematic reduction of water losses through leak repairs,

collective efforts to curb demand, strong safeguards to ensure water quality during shortages, and better management and reuse of wastewater

Manish Dubey
K.V. Santhosh Ragavan

rban India’s water emergency is

no longer a future risk. It has

become the normal of our

summers. From high-rises
anxiously tracking tanker schedules to
informal settlements queuing at a single
standpost, every year brings the same
mix of dry taps, frayed tempers, and quiet
resignation.

This summer, residents in parts of New
Delhi have already faced days without
piped water supply and large families
have had to make do with just one 20-litre
water can for a day. The Delhi Jal Board
has reportedly planned to deploy more
than 1,000 tankers to manage the crisis.
Similar scenes have played out in other
major cities, including Chennai,
Bengaluru, and Hyderabad, over the last
few summers.

Unfortunately, India still treats this as a
seasonal inconvenience to endure until
the clouds arrive.

Most cities source their water from
reservoirs, groundwater or a combination
of both. The annual summer water
shortage however is the result of choices
made over years. Cities have grown faster
than their systems. Lakes and tanks have
been built over. People are consuming
groundwater faster than it can be
replenished.

Cities often focus on finding new water
sources instead of fixing and maintaining
existing networks. Choices around

development planning and control,
enforcement of groundwater regulations,
water use and wastewater management,
made by all - from every individual to
service providers to policymakers — shape
the experience each summer.

Many cities have moved from nearby
rivers and lakes to distant sources and
rapidly depleting groundwater, sinking
more borewells and laying longer
pipelines. What looks like a sudden
shortage is often the result of this slow
erosion of local buffers. At the same time,
lakes, tanks, ponds and stormwater
channels that once softened both floods
and droughts have been encroached upon
or converted, so a few hours of intense
rain can flood streets and, a few weeks
later, the same city is again queuing for
tankers.

Beyond short-term coping

For many residents, especially in poorer
settlements and smaller towns, the crisis
is also about quality. Intermittent supply,
leaky pipes, and unsafe storage mean that
even when water arrives, it may not be
safe to drink. The familiar scenes of
tankers, angry protests, and frantic
borewell drilling are therefore not
one-offs. They are symptoms of a chronic
condition that shows up in illness, lost
workdays and mounting bills.

If we accept this, we will also realise
that coping from week to week is no
longer enough.

First, every city needs an honest and
public emergency water plan. Residents

should not have to rely on rumours to
know what is happening. A basic plan
would identify the most vulnerable wards
and critical facilities, set simple rules for
how water will be prioritised when
supplies are tight such as duration and
frequency of supply to enable better tail
end distribution, and commit to regular
public updates on storage levels and
expected supply. Where such information
is shared clearly, it manages expectations
and reduces grievances; this is less about
technology than about treating
information as part of the service.

Second, a concerted effort must be
made to recover water that is already in
the system but never reaches the taps.
Instead of announcing distant, expensive
new sources, cities can launch a
time-bound ‘leak hunt’ in the
worst-affected zones: walk key stretches
of the network, fix visible leaks quickly,
use simple tools to detect hidden ones,
and set a short-term target for cutting
losses. In systems where a large share —
nearly 30% — of water is lost before it
reaches users, even modest reductions in
a few high-loss areas is equivalent to
creating a new local source without
building a new pipeline.

Third, government buildings, big
campuses and commercial complexes are
among the steadiest consumers of water.
And a quick internal audit, basic leak
repairs, and simple efficiency measures
over the next month can free up
meaningful volumes and set an example.
Neighbourhoods and resident groups can

agree on clear norms for peak months,
limiting non-essential uses, tracking
weekly consumption and asking tanker
suppliers where they draw their water
from — while local leaders in low-income
areas help authorities see how supply
actually reaches their lanes.

Fourth, any emergency response must
include water quality: rapid testing in
high-risk neighbourhoods and tanker
water supply, temporary support for basic
treatment where problems are found, and
simple communication about safe storage.

Finally, water security cannot be
achieved without improving how we
manage used-water. Measures to reduce
leaks in water pipelines should also be
used on sewer networks to identify and
stop major sewage exfiltration and
prevent contamination.

Not a single solution

Quick, low-cost upgrades to used-water
treatment plants such as, optimising
aeration, de-weeding, and desludging,
can further reduce pollution and help
augment available surface- and
ground-water resources.

No single measure will pull Indian
cities out of their water emergency.
Together, however, they can directly
address the summer’s pain points:
unpredictability, waste, inequity, and
illness.

Manish Dubey is Dean & Rahul Bajaj
Chair, School of Governance, Indian
Institute for Human Settlements (ITHS). K.V.

Santhosh Ragavan is Adjunct Faculty, ITHS.

17J6. Five solutions Indian cities need, to stop fighting for water week after

week

AT A FT TR-AR ST THhe A g F Nhat & AT ofe FamuTer sraea+

e Water-secure cities require a combination of clear and transparent emergency planning,
systematic reduction of water losses through leak repairs, collective efforts to curb demand,

strong safeguards to ensure water quality during shortages, and better management and

reuse of wastewater.

Fourth, any emergency response must include water quality: rapid testing in high-risk
neighbourhoods and tanker water supply, temporary support for basic treatment where
problems are found, and simple communication about safe storage.
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Ty, frelt st smraraerTelter afafieam & Srer aroraen 1 afAe FT AraeTF ¢ 3T AT aw
&3t o T sremfet 1 caRe afeTor, FEEaT Bes W e 3TER & v s werar
YT GBI HIROT & Haer H T AR FRAT AT AR |

e Finally, water security cannot be achieved without improving how we manage used-
water.

IHad:, ITANT BT 1T el & waerer F FUR e R Srer Feat wred 7@t 1 51 awd |

e Quick, low-cost upgrades to used-water treatment plants such as optimising aeration, de-
weeding, and desludging, can further reduce pollution and help augment available surface-
water and groundwater resources.

3afrse ST eiterer §AHT & AT (Aeration) &1 3elehelel, @UAAR s (De-weeding) 4T
e, frs@ e (Desludging) ST cafRe 3R & oIeTe arel 3otdel YGuUT &1 3N il &Y Fehel &
AT 3TCTSL] HARY STel U 37Tl HHTEAT Y TGToT H HETIAT Y Hebl & |

GS Paper Il: International Relations 17 June 2026
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f¥g AR R W9 (I0RA) FATST & THaTH Tt & AT $Y THIGT FT @1 &
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AR Y HATT
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TF ST S ggargds feF o AR gAtfaat o e yrea e & faw gwfeva @
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17J6

How Herat defied the Taliban regime, chanting ‘women, work and freedom’

A A ‘AREATT, 1o 3 FAATAT HT AR ST FC AT AT F HA et &

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur

Email Id : info@patrioticias.in
Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Page19



9971932488
R oo

TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

IORA examining
Canada’s request
to be observer

Saptaparno Ghosh
NEW DELHI

Canada'’s application to be-
come an observer in the In-
dian Ocean Rim Associa-
tion (IORA) “is being
examined” at the 28"
meeting of the Committee
of Senior Officials being
held in New Delhi, Sanjiv
Ranjan, IORA’s Secretary-
General, told The Hindu on
Monday.

“Canada has made an
application to become a
dialogue partner of the or-
ganisation, and it is being
examined at this meeting,”
he said.

Mr. Ranjan added mem-
ber states could benefit
from Canada’s potential in-
clusion into the fold consi-
dering its expertise in va-
ried maritime domains.

“They [Canada] are a
big maritime power be-
cause of the huge coastal
zones they have, they also
have various initiatives and
expertise in maritime safe-
ty, security and connectivi-
ty, among other areas,
which would be of help to
other member states of the
organisation,” he said.

Sanjiv Ranjan

Mr. Ranjan welcomed
the potential peace deal
between Iran and the U.S.
that could end more than
100 days of hostilities in
the Strait of Hormuz.

“It is a welcome thing
that we may have an agree-
ment by the end of this
week as has been report-
ed,” he said.

Listing out priorities in
the Indian Ocean, Mr. Ran-
jan said disaster response
and mitigation remain a
priority for IORA. He said
the adverse impact of cli-
mate change would be
“disproportionate” in the
Indian Ocean. “Therefore,
we must be ready in deal-
ing with that,” he said.

17J6. IORA examining Canada’s
request to be observer

g AT A §G (IORA) FTsT F
THAETH STt & RN Y AT T @1

e Canada’s application to become an
observer in the Indian Ocean Rim Association
(IORA) “is being examined” at the 28th
meeting of the Committee of Senior Officials
being held in New Delhi, Sanjiv Ranjan, IORA’s
Secretary-General, told The Hindu on Monday.

g FgrEPR R W9 (IORA) & gddaTs (Observer)
FeTol oh [T FelTaT & 3TACT T ‘AT HI ST &,

I STARRY IORA & ATHRIG Hlld o7l o THAR
& g feg et &1l Ig fawy 1§ Rl & 3mafoia aRss
rftreIRET i af&fa (Committee of Senior
Officials) & 284t 3o 7 faarTeN= &1

e “Canadahas made an application to
become a dialogue partner of the organisation,
and it is being examined at this meeting,” he
said.

3cgiel T, “HelTsT o IS HT HATG HINER
(Dialogue Partner) saa & forw 3mdes frar g 3l
39 3% # 39 W =R R s w1

e Mr. Ranjan added member states could
benefit from Canada’s potential inclusion into the
fold considering its expertise in varied maritime
domains.

aﬁmﬁm%ﬁfﬂaﬁaﬁﬁm’i (Maritime
Domains) & halTaT T faLTdr sl ¢@d RERED
Tafaa nfAe gl & TeTT il i oTe 8 AhdT ¢ |

e “They [Canada] are a big maritime
power because of the huge coastal zones they
have, they also have various initiatives and
expertise in maritime safety, security and
connectivity, among other areas, which would
be of help to other member states of the
organisation,” he said.

3giel hel, ‘HATST U THE Aol AfFa ¢ Faife

30 a fener 3k & €1 sua Hfafera, 39S I o7l GRaT, TN, WOhdT aUT Heq A
# 3919 Tl 3R Rreiwsrar ¥, St "@eree & e wewd gt & e 3wl fagy gt

e Mr. Ranjan welcomed the potential peace deal between Iran and the U.S. that could end
more than 100 days of hostilities in the Strait of Hormuz.

A Tt A §0 AR 3R & ey Fanfae anfer warsiler o1 wamra T, forad giter
FASHTHEY (Strait of Hormuz) # 100 fat & 3rflre o & IR e @aATs 81 Fehell 1

o “ltis awelcome thing that we may have an agreement by the end of this week as has
been reported,” he said.

3oy g, U FanTaay AT ¥ B Rt & srTar 5@ weats & i aF v aAsitar o wwar

g
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e Listing out priorities in the Indian Ocean, Mr. Ranjan said disaster response and mitigation
remain a priority for IORA.

fée AR &1 Y TTATRRAT3HT T Seord Rt gU A Toiet = el foh 3raer wfarfar (Disaster
Response) 3R 3T9eT &A= (Mitigation) |0RAaﬁrq§@qmﬁm3ﬁﬁaﬁ§U%|
e He said the adverse impact of climate change would be “disproportionate” in the Indian

Ocean.

3giel el foh STerarg aRader 1 Ticiehel T8I fée AR &1 & “HaATafa® & § faw
(Disproportionate)” graT|
e “Therefore, we must be ready in dealing with that,” he said.

3egiel hgl, ‘ST g3 399 Aives & AT IR @ =gl

A
Limits of America

Iran won the war by merely denying
the United States a victory
l srael and the U.S. launched their war on Iran

on February 28 to bring about regime

change in Tehran, destroy its nuclear and
missile capabilities and end its support for non-
state actors such as Hamas, Hezbollah and
Houthis. More than 100 days later, on June 15, the
U.S. reached a memorandum of understanding
(MoU) with Iran to end fighting, lift the blockades
in the Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf of Oman -
disruptions that did not exist before the war —
and pave the way for more substantive talks on
the nuclear question, while Israel, frustrated and
isolated, is watching from the sidelines. That U.S.
President Donald Trump pushed ahead despite
Israeli objection underscores how dramatically
the region’s strategic landscape has shifted. Left
with few viable military options to make Iran sub-
mit to America’s maximalist demands, or to reo-
pen the Strait of Hormuz, Mr. Trump ultimately
turned to a phased diplomatic approach: a preli-
minary agreement now, followed by negotiations
on a final deal. Iranian officials say the arrange-
ment would include the release of some frozen
assets and reparations for Tehran as part of a
broader regional ceasefire agreement. Core is-
sues such as Iran’s nuclear programme and west-
ern sanctions would be discussed next.

The MoU is only the first step on a long and dif-
ficult road to peace and stability. Mr. Trump’s im-
mediate challenge is to prevent a fresh outbreak
of hostilities between the U.S. and Iran, or Israel
and Iran, while nuclear negotiations remain un-
der way. His biggest strategic mistake was his be-
lief, shared by Israel, that there was a military so-
lution to the Iranian nuclear issue. Washington
underestimated Iran's resolve, strategic depth
and geographical advantages. As Henry Kissinger
put it, “the guerrilla wins if he does not lose”.
Iran won this war by not losing while the U.S., the
most powerful country, lost it by failing to
achieve its goals. With the nuclear talks set to res-
ume, Mr. Trump finds himself in a weaker posi-
tion today than the one Barack Obama occupied
when he held talks with Iran in 2013-15. Neverthe-
less, the prospects for a negotiated outcome are
still real as Iran urgently needs long-term eco-
nomic relief. One potential disruptor, however,
could be Israel, which has said it would not with-
draw from occupied Southern Lebanon. Iran and
the U.S. should rein in their respective allies, Hez-
bollah and Israel; Tehran should also take mea-
sures to instil confidence in the process. It has al-
ready demonstrated its deterrence by taking
control of the Strait of Hormuz. It must now reo-
pen the waterway in exchange for the U.S. remov-
ing its blockade. Iran and the U.S. should remain
focused on diplomacy, resist potential Israeli ef-
forts to sabotage the process, and work towards

restoring stability in West Asia.

17J6. Limits of America
AR Y AATT

e Israel and the U.S. launched their war on Iran on February 28
to bring about regime change in Tehran, destroy its nuclear and
missile capabilities and end its support for non-state actors such as
Hamas, Hezbollah and Houthis.

Forser 3T ARG 7 28 B &l 0T o [aeeer Jer s fha,
ST 3eceT Qg  emuer IREde ST, SHeh! aRATy ve fAramge
&THATHT Y 7T5C oA TUT ¢, Regeere 3R gt S IR

TRt 1 T 57 I 3T THASA T GATC AT AT

e More than 100 days later, on June 15, the U.S. reached a
memorandum of understanding (MoU) with Iran to end fighting, lift
the blockades in the Strait of Hormuz and the Gulf of Oman —
disruptions that did not exist before the war — and pave the way for
more substantive talks on the nuclear question, while Israel,
frustrated and isolated, is watching from the sidelines.

100 it & 317 FH 91¢, 15 ST &Y, HARET 7§61 & /Y T
FASAT ATYT (MoU) fora, forerht 3eged Fuy FHTed e, ghier
SASHTHEY 3 INATT A @I F T 1T 37aRVeT I geTA1 — it Jer
A 9 e H AL & — TAT IAIV] F{EE T T Areh ATciT3it &7 AT
T T AT, STafeh foRTer 3R 37ereT-Uerer UsT goRsd fohadk & I8 O
T T

e Iranian officials say the arrangement would include the
release of some frozen assets and reparations for Tehran as part of
a broader regional ceasefire agreement.

mmwwm%%sﬂmmﬁaﬂmﬁﬁvgmaﬁg
aftaafrat i Rers 3k arfergfef ofr enfdver giel, St ven camdes el
FeufatH gAgld a1 feear g

e Washington underestimated Iran’s resolve, strategic depth
and geographical advantages.

FITRAITE o §T0T & Hhed, 0TI s 3T sftanforr amedt 1 e
FLh 31T

e As Henry Kissinger put it, “the guerrilla wins if he does not
lose”.

ST o et FRTASIR = heT T, “IIRee A ScldT § STd 9 Rl o8l §1”
e Iran won this war by not losing while the U.S., the most
powerful country, lost it by failing to achieve its goals.
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$UA o T JeH R A TR ST, STfeh faed T Fedy el e 3raReT 39 3eceat
P ITCT I H faher I 8R AT

e One potential disruptor, however, could be Israel, which has said it would not withdraw from
occupied Southern Lebanon.

gTaTh, Teh AT ST FoRTSe &1 ThalT &, FoaaY g1 & o a8 Feat aTer gTaoN Aeetrer § N>

S8l gea|

e Iran and the U.S. should rein in their respective allies, Hezbollah and Israel; Tehran should
also take measures to instil confidence in the process.

§UeT 3R AR Y 379e-379e FgAAT, Rsgedre 3R Formsd, HT AT A d1ieT; Ty
& e 1 31 38 YishdT & [32aTd Scteet et §] heH 30T dlieT|
e It has already demonstrated its deterrence by taking control of the Strait of Hormuz.

TG FITS STASATAET I FAT0T T ok 379t Foeras aToaT o7 Jediel ugel 81 Y Il g

A nation determined to endure and overcome

he history of Iran is replete
with paradoxes and
exceptions. It is aland of
great contrasts both in

climate and geography and is inhabited
the words of an ancient historian,
*“a poor people with a proud spirit.”
Given its location, the Iranian people
and its rulers have interacted with its
neighbouring states throughout history
both as their oppressors and as victims.
‘Over the past two centuries, [ran has
oscillated between extremes as the
country searched for a viable response

Hamid Ansari

Former Vice-President
of India

and the Lion, “the very best and very
worst of America were on display in the
cities of Iran.” In the 1970s, according to
a contemporary observer, “the political
culture of the Shah's regime both
became more repressive and hardened
on the one hand, and more remote and
attenuated on the other.” The
subsequent “progress” in U.S.-Iran
relations emanated from wrong policies,
misunderstandings and cultural
misperceptions. These together
contributed to the U.S. becoming in the
eyes of lran, the ‘Great Satan’.

alternatives, radical intellectuals such as
Ali Shariati propagated the idealogy of
“Red Shiism’ (a reinterpretation of Shi‘a
Islam as an active, classless movement
for social justice). The Marxists were
also active as the Tudeh party before
being suppressed. But separately, and
with greater impact and influence,
Ayatollah Khomeini was advocating for
the Vilayat-e-Faqih (Regency of the
Islamic Jurist).

‘The revolution of 1979 was not
primarily a religious event though it
drew strength from its Shia form. It was

during fifty years of foreign domination
and comparing that to the suffering or
pain that may have faced during these
444 days.

This sudden and sharp decline in
U.S.-Iran relations changed the global
picture as seen from Washington.
Regional tranquillity was further
shattered when Iraq disowned the 1975
Algiers Treaty and invaded Iran in 1980
at different points of their common
border. The seven-year war, from 1980
to 1987, unleashed by Iraq became for
Iran a defence of its national territory. It

data for its weapons.

israeli policymakers believed that a
strong and well-supplied Iran would
successfully bog down Saddam
Hussein’s military, preventing Iraq from
posing a threat to its neighbours or
Israel itself. By ensuring that the two
most hostile regional powers spent eight
years depleting each other’s military,
economic, and human resources, the
conflict provided Israel with a highly
valuable “strategic breather™. It also, at
times, helped facilitate the safe and
unhindered emigration of the Persian

to the multiple challenges of Western Also in the 1970s, the US. sustained by middle-class transformed from a border war on Jewish community out of Iran.
style modernity. Under the Qajar and encouraged Iran to develop nuclear disillusionment with corruption and Iran’s western borders in the first two The war gave the revolutionary
Pahlavi dynasties, it sought for an power arguing that the country would economic stagnation. The process of years to becoming a ful-fledged war authorities of Iran an opportunity to
emulation of all things Western until the eventually run out of oil. The Shah also Islamisation of the state and society extending into the interior cities. It weaken the Iranian national army of the
Islamic Revolution of 1979 reversed the periodically hinted that he wanted Iran with a national became an i ble fact of life in Shah’s period and to create instead the
trend and brought forth a new to build nuclear weapons and, in in March 1979 and gradually enveloped Iran and merged into the consciousness | ‘Sepahe-e-Pasdaran’ or the Islamic
prototype. response to official denials, said Iran the institutions and practices of the of the public. Revolutionary Guard Corps. It went
“has no intention of acquiring [them] state. Iraq was assisted in the from strength to strength
The decline of the Shah but if small states began building them, war by most Arab during the war, numbering

The discovery of oil in the country in
1901 had led to the formation of the

then Iran might to reconsider its policy.”
U.S. documents of that period suggest

Post the revolution
In November 1979, prompted by news

countries as well as by the
USS. Each had its own

around 1 million while the
regular armed forces

Anglo-Iranian 0il Company (AIOC) with that it was in the U.S.’s national interest, | that the former Shah was being given reasons to be apprehensive THE numbered around

the British government holding almost both with respect to the economy and asylum in the U.S., students broke into of Iran’s revolutionary U.5.-IRAN 3,55,000.

half its shares. However, post World War security, to have Iran acquire nuclear the U.S. embassy in Tehran and took the | agenda emphasised in CONFLICT

11, its nationalisation in 1953 resulted in 'L diplomats hostage. A laudatory account | Khomeini’s Iran’s determination
tensions with Western powers, which However, by the end of 1977, the Shah | of that episode, which had far-reaching | pronouncement that “there Iran showed considerable

led to the active involvement of the CIA
(Central Intelligence Agency) in
overthrowing the then Mos:
government. The U.S. then became the
deciding factor in resolving the
Anglo-Iranian nationalisation dispute.
Developments in the global oil
market saw Iranian oil revenues
increase from $2 billion to $20 billion in
1974. This resulted in poorly conceived
and badly implemented programmes of
socio-economic and military
modernisation by the Shah; his
so-called White Revolution (a series of
reforms to modernise Iran) and ‘Great
Civilisation’ projects (highlighted by the
2,500th anniversary of the Iranian
monarchy) were not successful and
were widely resented within Iran. The
major sources of opposition were

had alienated the ulema, estranged the
merchants, and created a poor and
deracinated working class in Tehran. He
had also alienated many of the educated
middle-class through his oppressive
policies and human rights abuses. As

consequences, was written by one of its
women student leaders Massoumeh
Ebtekar. In an interview to a U.S.
scholar about the hostages, Ms. Ebtekar
i is very difficult to compare the
suffering that the Iranian nation felt

is only one way to save this revolution
and that is to rapidly export the
revolution, mobilise the world’s
Muslims and, later on all oppressed
masses against the oppressors and
governments related to them”.

‘The role of Israel

Israel covertly assisted Iran, vi

Iragi President Saddam Hussein as the
more severe, existential threat. This
pragmatism overrode the ideological
hostility against the newly established
Islamic Republic and resulted in a
crucial, multi-faceted role for Israel. The
country became one of Iran’s primary
sources of military equipment, covertly
providing desperately needed spare

parts, ammunition, and heavy weapons.

In 1980, it secretly supplied Iran with

ingenuity in meeting the challenge of
Irag-Iran war. It reduced the import of
non-essentials and managed to keep its
oil flowing despite periodic air attacks.
It diversified sources of arms supply and
capitalised on the support of the masses
for the war while squeezing the well to
do and the bazaaris. The war to all
intents and purposes became the sole
criterion for judging the Islamic
Republic.

There was some public opposition to
the conduct of the war such as from the
Islamic Liberation Movement,
co-founded by former Prime Minister
Mehdi Bazargan, which labelled the
continuation of the war as ‘un-Islamic’.
Separately, reports indicative of ‘chronic
disorder of governance’ have appeared
in publications close to the

political organisations from both the left | In the 1970s, the hundreds of spare tires to keep its establishment, suggesting ‘prolonged
and the right; pro-democracy LS. actually grounded American-made F-4 Phaniom | ambiguity’ in decision-making.
reformists; merchants and bazaaris; and | encouraged Iran fighter jets operational. In exchange for The qunian (enaci(y during the Iraq
the ulema (recognised scholars of to develop covert arms sales, Israel received war, and in the ongoing U.S.-Israel
Islam). nuclear power Iranian crude oil. This helped Israel conflict, s evidence enough of its

In addition, and despite “parallelism arguing that the bypass the severe energy shortages capacity and determination to endure
of interests” between the two countries, rguing § and overcome adversity. Iran has

the presence of Americans everywhere
was resented by the Iranian public. As
James Bill put it in his book The Eagle

out of oil

Final resolution: An Iranian man rides a scooter past anti-L.S. banners placed outside the former

US. embassy in Tehran, Iran on June 15. A%

also provided Israel’s domestic defence
industry with valuable combat-testing

17J6. A nation determined to endure and overcome

asserted its place in the region and is
not oblivious of it in the world of
OMOIToOw.

TF TS ST ggdrgds R*F Eer 3 golfaat w e wrea w3 & fav gwfeua @

e |tis aland of great contrasts both in climate and geography and is inhabited by, in the words
of an ancient historian, “a poor people with a proud spirit.”

Ig Frerary 3R sper Q1T g el & srca e fafaeranait aren der & 31k, veh yrehier sfogrer &
ersel #, gl I fehee] aiaeimely AT arer o fovare Y &

¢ Under the Qajar and Pahlavi dynasties, it sought for an emulation of all things Western until
the Islamic Revolution of 1979 reversed the trend and brought forth a new prototype.

FTAR 3R gerd) qeif & AR 7 3HA TTRuHT ShaeTeiel 3R HEATIHT T ITTHT A T
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e faram, Ster dek foh 1979 #r sEam Fifa & 58 TgRy & Ieica Ueh 70 GTAET Sl Stedt 761
fem

The decline of the Shah
LIRCIR GG

The discovery of oil in the country in 1901 had led to the formation of the Anglo-Iranian Qil
Company (AIOC) with the British government holding almost half its shares.

1901 F 2 H o T Wil & TRUTHETERT TTel- &I 3HTael F9a1Y (AIOC) aﬁr;mmgé,
g fafeer IR &1 orererer 3mel Reaerdy o

However, post World War I, its nationalisation in 1953 resulted in tensions with Western
powers, which led to the active involvement of the CIA (Central Intelligence Agency) in
overthrowing the then Mosaddeq government.

Ty gfarchar frea e o a1e 1953 # 5o TedraaHor & uiResHt afFaat & @y dera Sedee
g3, Torash TROTATTET CIA (FEI TCTe Toldh) o TeehTelle] AHEEH FThR bl HIGE HIA
ﬁaﬁn‘qaﬁﬁo‘rﬁrﬁﬁl

The U.S. then became the deciding factor in resolving the Anglo-Iranian nationalisation
dispute.

o 91G, FARST TIal-SUfadsT TSEIHIoT faarg & TATHTT # Ui FRE a1 3T

This resulted in poorly conceived and badly implemented programmes of socio-economic
and military modernisation by the Shah; his so-called White Revolution (a series of
reforms to modernise Iran) and ‘Great Civilisation’ projects (highlighted by the 2,500th
anniversary of the Iranian monarchy) were not successful and were widely resented within
Iran.

S8 IRUTHETRY ATE SaRT WIATTINH-HTEF 3R e Iy fahraior & 08 wrisha g% e e
ST FHASIR AT 3R TS haTeadel & I &; AT JUTHTAT edd Fifer (White Revolution)
T AT s TRANSTAT (S STAT TSFAET ST 250087 TS & 3aT W AT &7
T e fhar aram) I A8l Wi 3R U & SF9eh 1A HT HRUT Tai |

The major sources of opposition were political organisations from both the left and the right;
pro-democracy reformists; merchants and bazaaris; and the ulema (recognised scholars
of Islam).

TaRier o @ Sl & arader 3R SfaroTaed Tereifaes Warsd, diswdd Fade JURATE!, SaTary
3R ISR F9F, FAT IAAT (STATA & AT ITed faeare) anfder o

In the 1970s, according to a contemporary observer, “the political culture of the Shah’s
regime both became more repressive and hardened on the one hand, and more remote and
attenuated on the other.”

1970 & & H, Teh TGN THAETH o TR, ATE AT T Tl fereh FEPTa Tah 3R 3HfAH
EHAFAFRY IR FHOR el 91, STeffeh GERT 3R SfeTar & 31Tk g 3R HHAR gl 1S |

The subsequent ‘progress’ in U.S.-Iran relations emanated from wrong policies,
misunderstandings and cultural misperceptions.

Il RO § THTTIT 2
These together contributed to the U.S. becoming in the eyes of Iran, the ‘Great Satan’.
o1 Tt HRUT o fAerent $XeT i gfSe 7 3rAReT A1 “wgrer darr (Great Satan) 9= &)

Also in the 1970s, the U.S. encouraged Iran to develop nuclear power arguing that the
country would eventually run out of oil.

1970 & e &1 AN o 70T 1 A FaAT IR e o Fow Wiewnfea fomar, g o o
g o s7farsar 3 2o T el FATS &) Hehe ¢
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The Shah also periodically hinted that he wanted Iran to build nuclear weapons and, in
response to official denials, said Iran “has no intention of acquiring [them] but if small states
began building them, then Iran might reconsider its policy.”

AME FHI-HAT IR Tg Hohdl 37 & & FoF F §X1e7 Y IRaATo] AR HoeT foflofl ATl & 3R
IR @Al & 3o H 3egial T AT foh ST 358 UIe el T IS ST 161 1@, e
e BIE TSE SoTehT TAHTOT TR Tt 8, A ST 37Tl AT I GeTTere R e el 517

U.S. documents of that period suggest that it was in the U.S.’s national interest, both with
respect to the economy and security, to have Iran acquire nuclear power.

3 GHY & HANFT qramaer Feohel od ¢ o Irdfeqaeyr 31X QA al=i oSl & §30eT H 9Ty
FolT &THAT UTod FIAT FANST & WG B 7 A S 2|

However, by the end of 1977, the Shah had alienated the ulema, estranged the merchants,
and created a poor and deracinated working class in Tehran.

glellieh, 1977 & 37 Teh QATE o SAHAT 1 3191 § G A e T, STt by 3efer-2orar &Y feam
AT AR QG H T TN T T8 A e §C A 39t 7 foraor & feam 2|

As alternatives, radical intellectuals such as Ali Shariati propagated the ideology of ‘Red
Shiism’ (a reinterpretation of Shi’a Islam as an active, classless movement for social
justice).

dhfeue fIaRYRT & &9 # 3rell ART S FHifdHRY gefashfadt 2 15 RFmare (Red Shiism)’
1 TraRerRT o1 JraI foha, Torerst R et ohr gercdiear amtfas = & foe afsha 3R
G 3TCTclel oh T H HI TS|

But separately, and with greater impact and influence, Ayatollah Khomeini was advocating
for the Vilayat-e-Faqih (Regency of the Islamic Jurist).

o] 37oreT &9 & 3R 3170 o reT yerarRiierdT & W st g Rema-v-wdhe
(FFTHY 7T Y F&THAT) I FTURCT FHT FATH F I I

The revolution of 1979 was not primarily a religious event though it drew strength from its
Shia form.

1979 Y Hife 7T T § 1feh e Fet oY, Teaf 33 9= A Fawa & ferd ared g5 2|

It was sustained by middle-class disillusionment with corruption and economic
stagnation.

Y reER 3R 3+ sga & uia Aegasdia Agser & Raw gud= @Aer)
The process of Islamisation of the state and society commenced with a national

referendum in March 1979 and gradually enveloped the institutions and practices of the
state.

TS 3R GATS & SEATHIRIOT 7 YThaT AT 1979ﬁmmmmmam§g
3T - o T FEAT3HT TAT HRIVONTAIT T 379 F3Td H oY 315 |

Regional tranquillity was further shattered when Iraq disowned the 1975 Algiers Treaty and
invaded Iran in 1980 at different points of their common border.

m%ﬁ%aﬁmmmmqﬁmmmﬁlws ) ey G ) 3R = T
3R 1980 3 @S TAT o TafdeaT fSig3iT ux §R0eT oR 3MTshaoT o fem|

The seven-year war, from 1980 to 1987, unleashed by Iraq became for Iran a defence of its
national territory.

1980 ¥ 1987 ek Tell AT I e, [oTH $1h =¥ YR8 foham 2T, e o forw 39y ey a1
T T&TT T e &7 31T

It transformed from a border war on Iran’s western borders in the first two years to becoming
a full-fledged war extending into the interior cities.

Ig TR & ast & ST 1 qfXers Wit oo DA daradt Jeur & fanfaid g iiaRes
IR ek thefel arell Yot fash e geer o1 aram|
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It became an inescapable fact of life in Iran and merged into the consciousness of the public.
TE §T & Siide] T Teh HIRGRT T2 FeF IAT 3 STeTclT hT Aefgeh AeleAT b GEHT & 72T
Iraq was assisted in the war by most Arab countries as well as by the U.S.

et A g I TR I qeut TUT ARHT T FHSH gred 7|

Each had its own reasons to be apprehensive of Iran’s revolutionary agenda emphasised in
Khomeini’s pronouncement that “there is only one way to save this revolution and that is to
rapidly export the revolution, mobilise the world’s Muslims and, later on all oppressed
masses against the oppressors and governments related to them.”

Tcdeh o U §0 & FHIfAHRI TS T olehd T 8t & 370 HROT A, o8 gaAelt & sq vy &
Y@iferd T a1am AT 736 “SH Hifd Y TTe T hdol Uah & aIahT &, 3R ag & frerar & wifa #r
foraid, faea & FaeamEl quT o 7 Aol e Sterwsgl A1 ScNsh AR 308 FfT TART
& fa%cy GafSd el

Israel covertly assisted Iran, viewing Iraqi President Saddam Hussein as the more severe,
existential threat.

OIS o [ T & §0eT T FETIT Y, FATeh g FThY ISgaTer Fegma gaieT 1 ek 7139
AT @ AT AT

This pragmatism overrode the ideological hostility against the newly established Islamic
Republic and resulted in a crucial, multi-faceted role for Israel.

$H SATEEING GIRCHIVT o ATEUTU FEATH ITVRTSH oh HicT Hise =R TaT 1 NS ol e
3R RISl % TorT Teh AgeaqUT T SE3MATAY S{fAHT b ALY FREd |

The country became one of Iran’s primary sources of military equipment, covertly
providing desperately needed spare parts, ammunition, and heavy weapons.

Tg U §T F THE Ve 3UFOT ITqffraiait 7 & veh 57 711 3R 38 o 79 F 3T
TFLTH T IIEH, MNAT-I16G 72T HRY §FRAIAR 3T HT|

In 1980, it secretly supplied Iran with hundreds of spare tires to keep its grounded American-
made F-4 Phantom fighter jets operational.

1980 # 3 §1eT T HehsT FIAT TR I[Ccl T H ITCISH FRIT clifeh 3Heh AR fAfHT -4
e 3T fawTeT SeTe A9y oo ©

In exchange for covert arms sales, Israel received Iranian crude oil.

T FTAAR farshY o setel SoRTS T T $RAT FroaT det Teef g3

This helped Israel bypass the severe energy shortages caused by the 1979 oil crisis, while
allowing Iran to sustain its war effort.

ST SIRISH Bl 1979 & A HE H 3cTeoT IR FAl Hhe U 39 H TgIIT [Hell, STafeh s30T

3T IS &THT I FA1T I & Tl T8
It also provided Israel’'s domestic defence industry with valuable combat-testing data for its
weapons.

ST SoRTSH & Bl T&TT 3EANT T 3791 IAIRT o oIT Ageaqol Jeu-udiaor wareft 3 off
gred §'Ef|
Israeli policymakers believed that a strong and well-supplied Iran would successfully bog

down Saddam Hussein’s military, preventing Iraq from posing a threat to its neighbours or
Israel itself.

gorrgelt AI-FAATAT o AT 2T 36 Teh FoT(eT 3R T2ied FETereT & JoFel §TA, Wegr giter
$I AT F oI TAT b 3ISITT W, [T R 379 TSITAAT 3720aT TG SoRS o [T T
el &1 Hahar|

By ensuring that the two most hostile regional powers spent eight years depleting each

other’s military, economic, and human resources, the conflict provided Israel with a highly
valuable “strategic breather”.

Ig GiATEcT e o &1 Y a1 HH QAT ATl 31T ISt ofoh Teh-g@ & Her, 3fda 3
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AT RIS hT FHTCT AT G, S FOY o SoRISl ! Teh Al Hegdlel “Toraifar s

gelet fohaT|

e |t also, at times, helped facilitate the safe and unhindered emigration of the Persian Jewish
community out of Iran.

$H THI-HAY I R Tge FHErT & 5301 A Ffard 3R forafver garq & oy gorer s
e The war gave the revolutionary authorities of Iran an opportunity to weaken the Iranian

national army of the Shah’s period and to create instead the ‘Sepahe-e-Pasdaran’ or the
Islamic Revolutionary Guard Corps (IRGC).

S8 JeH o SX1eT oh hifAHRY Acfcd o 2ATE el T $TAT TEIT AT &l AR A R 38
AT T “FRAITE-T-ITHERI 3120aT $FaTae Raleqeed s Hicd (IRGC) i FATIeAT I HTET

CAGRED

e It went from strength to strength during the war, numbering around 1 million while the regular
armed forces numbered around 3,55,000.

FeY & &I T WIS e FHTed Iell 14T 3R AT HEAT 98T 10 |G cleh Ug 71,

et [AfRT AT Tl Sl TEIAT SIITHT 3,55,000 2T}

e |t reduced the import of non-essentials and managed to keep its oil flowing despite periodic
air attacks.

35 I-3MTaeTF FEIAT & AT T i T 3R FHI-THI I gled dlel gaTs gl & STasfe
39 A SedTet 3 FaTe 1 SRy 1@

o |t diversified sources of arms supply and capitalised on the support of the masses for the

war while squeezing the well-to-do and the bazaaris.

30 gframt &Y smafet & wat F fafaedr o 3R gew & forw steraerder # ot 3or, A &
Y T 3R T STt o) 3nf¥ies e sre

Why was Trump’s H-1B fee struck down?

What is the H-1B visa programme and who uses it? Why did the Trump administration impose the $100,000 fee? What impact was the policy expected to have

on States and emplovers? Did the President have the authority to impose the fee? Why did the court classify the charge as a tax rather than a penalty?

EXPLAINER

K

ey Sin;

The story so far:

n June 8, in a 42-page ruling
with nationwide effect, U.S.
District Judge Leo T. Sorokin

struck down President Donald
‘Trump’s policy imposing a $100,000 fee
on H-1B visas for highly skilled foreign
workers. Upholding a challenge brought
by California and 19 other States
(plaintiffs), the court held that the fee
amounted to an unlawful tax that the
President could not impose without
Congressional delegation.

‘What is an H-1B Visa?

‘The H-1B visa, created by the Immigration
Act 0f 1990, is the backbone of the United
States’ high-skilled immigration
architecture. Building on the broader
framework of the Immigration and
Nationality Act of 1952 (INA), which
established the “H” category of
temporary worker visas, the 1990 law
carved out a distinct H-1B classification for
highly educated professionals. It permits
'U.S. employers to hire foreign nationals in
“specialty occupations”, which require (i)
theoretical and practical application of a
body of specialised knowledge and (i) at
least a bachelor’s degree in a relevant
field, typically in sectors such as
technology, engineering, healthcare,
research, finance, and higher education.
Notably, H-1B workers can generally
remain in the U.S. for up to six years and
often use the visa as a pathway to
‘permanent residency.

To balance employers’ demand for
skilled talent with protection of the
domestic workforce, Congress capped
H-1B approvals for most private
employers at 65,000 visas annually, with
an additional 20,000 visas reserved for
holders of advanced degrees. However,
universities, affiliated non-profit entities,
and governmental or non-profit research
organisations are exempt from these

Policy change: On September 19, 2025, U.S. President Denald Trump signed Proclamation 10973,

requiring a $100,000 supplemental payment for all H-1B visa petitions. GETTY IMAGES

numerical limits.
Why did Trump impose a $100,000
fee?

On September 19, 2025, Mr. Trump signed
Proclamation 10973, requiring a $100,000
supplemental payment for all H-1B visa
petitions — a substantial increase over the
pre-existing filing costs of roughly $960 to
$7,595. The proclamation reasoned that
the H-1B programme had been
“deliberately exploited to replace, rather
than supplement, American workers”
with lower-paid foreign labour, harming
U.S. economic and national security
interests, particularly in critical STEM
sectors. Mr. Trump'’s proclamation relied
on Sections 212(f) and 215(a) of the INA.
Section 212(f) empowers the President to
restrict or suspend the entry of any class
of aliens (non-citizens) when he finds
their entry “would be detrimental to the
interests of the United States.”
Additionally, Section 215(a), which also
concerns the President’s authority to
regulate entry into the U.S., allows him to
subject alien entry to “such reasonable
rules, regulations, and orders, and such
limitations and exceptions as the
President may prescribe.”

‘While alleging that the proclamation
violated the ‘separation-of-powers’

principle as it “usurps Congress’s
exclusive constitutional authority to set
immigration policy and to levy taxes”, the
plaintiff States argued before the U.S.
District Court that the $100,000 H-1B fee
would undermine their ability to recruit
and retain essential skilled workers. They
argued it would worsen teacher
shortages, hamper hiring in higher
education, disrupt research, and deepen
healthcare staffing gaps - raising costs
and straining public systems.

Simultaneously, the measure also
carried significant implications for India.
Indians account for roughly 70% of H-1B
visa approvals, followed by Chinese
nationals at about 12%, and are heavily
represented in the STEM professions
targeted by the proclamation. By raising
the cost of an H-1B petition, the policy
effectively created a prohibitive barrier
for thousands of Indian software
engineers, doctors, researchers, and
other skilled professionals, many of
whom already face years-long green card
backlogs.

Did the President have the power to
impose the fee?

The threshold issue before the court was
whether the $100,000 charge was a ‘tax”
or a ‘penalty’, because only Congress

possesses the constitutional power to “lay
and collect Taxes, Duties, Imposts, and
Excises” under Article I, Section § of the
U.S. Constitution, unless it clearly
delegates that authority to the executive.

To answer this question, the judge, an
appointee of President Barack Obama,
relied on two landmark Supreme Court
precedents. In Bailey v. Drexel Furniture
Co. (1922), the court invalidated the Child
Labour Tax Law, holding that its “heavy
exaction” was a ‘penalty’ rather than a
‘tax’ because it was designed to prohibit
the employment of child labour. By
contrast, in National Federation of
Independent Business v. Sebelius (2012),
the court found that the Affordable Care
Act’s requirement that individuals pay an
additional fee to the Internal Revenue
Service for not obtaining health insurance
amounted to a ‘tax’, not a ‘penalty’,
explaining that a penalty ordinarily
constitutes “punishment for an unlawful
act or omission.” Applying this
framework, Judge Sorokin concluded that
the $100,000 H-1B charge was a ‘tax’, as
hiring workers under the H-1B
programme is plainly lawful, and the
payment did not operate as punishment
for any unlawful conduct.

Further, the court examined whether
Congress had delegated taxing authority
to the President through Sections 212(f)
and 215(a) of the INA. It found no such
delegation.

While those provisions empower the
President to impose “restrictions”,
“rules”, “regulations”, “orders”,
“limitations”, and “exceptions” governing
the entry of non-citizens, Judge Sorokin
held that their ordinary meaning does not
encompass the power over the public
purse. The court also found multiple
violations of the Administrative Procedure
Act. Accordingly, Judge Sorokin ruled that
“the Policy implementing the
Proclamation is declared unlawful and is
vacated in its entirety”.

Kartikey Singh, lawyer, and currently
working as a Law Clerk-cum-Research
Associate at the Supreme Court of India.
Views expressed are personal.

THE GIST

-

To balance employers’ demand
for skilled talent with
protection of the domestic
workforce, Congress capped
H-1B approvals for most
private employers at 65,000
visas annually, with an
additional 20,000 visas
reserved for holders of
advanced degrees.

-

However, universities, affiliated
non-profit entities, and
governmental or non-profit
research organisations are
exempt from these numerical
limits.

v

The issue before the court was
whether the $100,000 charge
was a ‘tax’ or a ‘penalty’,
because only Congress
possesses the constitutional
power to “lay and collect
Taxes, Duties, Imposts, and
Excises” under Article |, Section
8ofthe U.S. Constitution,
unless it clearly delegates that
authority to the executive.
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17J6. Why was Trump’s H-1B fee struck down?
TFY FT H-1B o F41 faed F fem arar?

The H-1B visa, created by the Immigration Act of 1990, is the backbone of the United
States’ high-skilled immigration architecture.

1990 ¥ 3fAFT vae & 3ictdd AT wer-1aht g, wgFa vsw 3R A TT-Fha

YT SATEYAT T LRI 2

Building on the broader framework of the Immigration and Nationality Act of 1952 (INA),
which established the “H” category of temporary worker visas, the 1990 law carved out a
distinct H-1B classification for highly educated professionals.

1952 & sfRaere vs sefad) vae (INA), [orae 3rearit sf&e der 1 “H” Aot Tanfira & of,
o S G IX TR 1990 F FHeel o e RATEI GRIaRT & forw ves greh war- 14t Soft 1
foraor fara |

It permits U.S. employers to hire foreign nationals in “specialty occupations”, which
require (i) theoretical and practical application of a body of specialised knowledge and (ii) at
least a bachelor’s degree in a relevant field, typically in sectors such as technology,
engineering, healthcare, research, finance, and higher education.

g AR fAaeFansit o1 faceh ARTReT o “faeiyst sgawrT (Specialty Occupations)” &
TG el Y JeTAT ST &, TSI1aT (i) T i1t &t Aeenifcien Ud caragrien 3UeT o2 (i)
Gefrd &1 & HA-U-FH EAde 3 3raegss gId &1 A 817 GrAtead: Wigafary, srffaife,
TR [T, HTaYT, e aur 3= Qe & Fafed g ¢

Notably, H-1B workers can generally remain in the U.S. for up to six years and often use the
visa as a pathway to permanent residency.

fIIY ¥ A, va-14ft URF AHIA: TE auT b JANST H T§ Tha ¢ 3R IT: 3@ A ar
39T TR fAa™ (Permanent Residency) 9Ted et & AT & & H X &

To balance employers’ demand for skilled talent with protection of the domestic workforce,
Congress capped H-1B approvals for most private employers at 65,000 visas annually, with
an additional 20,000 visas reserved for holders of advanced degrees.

gﬂlﬂ'ﬁﬂﬂﬁ@rﬁl@ﬂﬁﬁﬂﬁ?ﬂiﬂ%ﬁlﬂjﬁ%ﬁ&gdﬁ AT 3G %Form
& 31T S Faeransit & o afar a€ 65,000 w=-146Y e i dar FeiRa Hr g, Jefe 3w
TSR & forw 3faRed 20,000 diem RTET 1

However, universities, affiliated non-profit entities, and governmental or non-profit
research organisations are exempt from these numerical limits.

greitich, fareafaerera, Fac IR-ATSrHRY WEATE, TUT DR AT IR-CTHBRT IHTHUTT HITST
5ol TEATcHS A3 q HFc B |

Why did Trump impose a $100,000 fee?
€I 100,000 STeR FT Yo FAT SAATAT?

On September 19, 2025, Donald Trump signed Proclamation 10973, requiring a $100,000
supplemental payment for all H-1B visa petitions — a substantial increase over the pre-
existing filing costs of roughly $960 to $7,595.

19 RAdER 2025 FY SelTes e o WNFAAAA 10973 W TR fhv, forass 3icaeia ash va-14h
&SI 3raeat 9 100,000 STeR T faRer Qe ST IIAT| IE Tgol T ST 960 STo
7,595 STeI cleh &l 3T ATl T Jofall H Icaftrsh gefer |

The proclamation reasoned that the H-1B programme had been “deliberately exploited to
replace, rather than supplement, American workers” with lower-paid foreign labour, harming

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488
Website : patrioticias.in

Pagez 7



9971932488
it

")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS
CONTACT: 9971932488

U.S. economic and national security interests, particularly in critical STEM sectors.

SH TIYOT # o7eh 1T a7 foh war-1eft SR o1 3UATT AR HTHeh! T Tehdl & T g
HH AdeT drel fagel A @ ufaenfd e & fav fhar s g, forad s snfds 3k
T FE&T o, fIATer Fgeaqor STEM &¥ll, T oTohaireT g ¢l

Mr. Trump’s proclamation relied on Sections 212(f) and 215(a) of the INA.

Y T g TIVOT INA Fr 4RT 212(f) 3R 215(a) IR 3menika Y|

Section 212(f) empowers the President to restrict or suspend the entry of any class of aliens
(non-citizens) when he finds their entry “would be detrimental to the interests of the United
States.”

#RT 212(f) Tsgufa I8 AFR ST ¢ for afe foredt el amerRes (Alien) & gaer i 3R
& f&il & Ufciehel AT ST, AT a8 38 YA T WA AT el fad X FhT 5|

Additionally, Section 215(a), which also concerns the President’s authority to regulate entry
into the U.S., allows him to subject alien entry to “such reasonable rules, regulations, and
orders, and such limitations and exceptions as the President may prescribe.”

50 31faRed, 4RT 215(a) Iseufa F1 AR 7 w3 FF [AFTHT = F1 3ifRsR & g qar
fagely ATReT & gaer X O fovara, fafarars, smeer, MaAd AR 3radre oy A A IrAfa S &
Sieg Tgafa 3T @@ st |

While alleging that the proclamation violated the ‘separation-of-powers’ principle as it
“usurps Congress’s exclusive constitutional authority to set immigration policy and to levy

taxes”, the plaintiff States argued before the U.S. District Court that the $100,000 H-1B fee
would undermine their ability to recruit and retain essential skilled workers.

ardr Tt o AR forar samarera 7 o T2 fa g aivor ‘eafFaat & quaaor (Separation
of Powers) & TRGHTd & 3coids adl & FdiTeh Jg HTIATE Alfa AR F3 3R FT s
1w $r fRISe Faenfaw AfFT 1 31TAFAT FIAT &1 3egier Ig 7 FaT % 100,000 STeR HT
U1 Qe AT FAT HIABT T 1l IR 37 AT W hT ST &THAT T HHSIT FH|

They argued it would worsen teacher shortages, hamper hiring in higher education, disrupt
research, and deepen healthcare staffing gaps — raising costs and straining public
systems.

ST o o P gy TRt o vl o, 3 R Treenat #F el senfaa g, st
F T BT TAT FARELT 81T A FAYRGT Y FAT 3R 3717 37e9R g ety o arera
T3 3R TS yonfort 9X gara g3 |

Simultaneously, the measure also carried significant implications for India.

Y &, $H 3URI & 0N & ToIT 3 Ageaqor gemra U

Indians account for roughly 70% of H-1B visa approvals, followed by Chinese nationals at
about 12%, and are heavily represented in the STEM professions targeted by the
proclamation.

R ARTRE 1397 70% Ta- 14t e T fhigpfaat &1 yfafafte wed §, saf St awerfier 6
TEEHERY oaTs19T 12% B | I el Hogg Ty &9 & 3o STEM Sqadral 7 937 61 # Aije & fSeg
3 9IYOT of werTfad foma|

By raising the cost of an H-1B petition, the policy effectively created a prohibitive barrier for
thousands of Indian software engineers, doctors, researchers, and other skilled
professionals, many of whom already face years-long green card backlogs.

-1+t 3G FT FARTT ToTa 3T AT o §TRT HRATT WIFEAAT oA, STerey, averaraist
AT 3 Fore YA o TeIT vk 190 aTenr Scueat oY &, ToieTsl & 379k ugel & &1 ast ofd iy
F1E difaa A &1 aHaT = @

Did the President have the power to impose the fee?

FIT1 TSl & T I§ Yo oo I AT o2
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The threshold issue before the court was whether the $100,000 charge was a ‘tax’ or a
‘penalty’, because only Congress possesses the constitutional power to “lay and collect
Taxes, Duties, Imposts, and Excises” under Article |, Section 8 of the U.S. Constitution,
unless it clearly delegates that authority to the executive.

FATATERT & AT TR T2 I AT foh 100,000 ST T Yo TF ‘F (Tax)’ AT AT E8
(Penalty)’, #ifeh ARAY WareTer & IrTede |, URT 8 & 3T dharel FIAW HT &1 ‘T, Yok,
AT Yok YT 3cUTE Yo T IR Tgele T HIETaveh AT I &, ST ofeh o a8 T
T I Ig ATYSR HIRIITTIRT &l o JT |

To answer this question, the judge, an appointee of President Barack Obama, relied on two
landmark Supreme Court precedents.

S YT T 3R Sl o ToIT warameier, Toieg Isgufcl axreh JHamaAT o forgerd foharm ar, & gty #1E
& ar ¥frae fAofat ov sRar fopam|

In Bailey v. Drexel Furniture Co. (1922), the court invalidated the Child Labour Tax Law,
holding that its “heavy exaction” was a ‘penalty’ rather than a ‘tax’ because it was designed
to prohibit the employment of child labour.

Bailey v. Drexel Furniture Co. (1922) HIH H =A1ITelg = dTel S $ FTefe (Child Labour
Tax Law) &Y faRed a1 feam ar 3iR ohgr a1 i 3TeT “31cafaes 3nfde IR areda 7 ‘& 7181
gfes E3’ T, Fifh 3HHT 36T AT A1H T kel AT|

By contrast, in National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius (2012), the court
found that the Affordable Care Act’s requirement that individuals pay an additional fee to the
Internal Revenue Service (IRS) for not obtaining health insurance amounted to a ‘tax’, not a
‘penalty’, explaining that a penalty ordinarily constitutes “punishment for an unlawful act or
omission.”

g8 fIA9{Id, National Federation of Independent Business v. Sebelius (2012) A &
FRATeRT o AT foh Affordable Care Act & 3id3Td TaE2T dIAT o el IX Internal Revenue
Service (IRS) T 3R $ITCAT FXet Y ATETAT ‘G’ AL dfeh ‘T §| FAATerT A T fomar
fo HrATead: g3 e “3rder ) a1 g & fow & St arel g glan g

Applying this framework, Judge Sorokin concluded that the $100,000 H-1B charge was a
‘tax’, as hiring workers under the H-1B programme is plainly lawful, and the payment did not
operate as punishment for any unlawful conduct.

e G 1 of19] I §U Farameiier ARfheT o forsshy fovehrer & 100,000 Sfer &1 w-1a
e Toh ‘HT ¢, FiTch Ta-1at FRIHH & AT hefaRat 1 fgierd quia: du g 3 ae
sgaTaTeT ol 3raer arfafafer & forw ds & & 7 &l 181 &t

Further, the court examined whether Congress had delegated taxing authority to the
President through Sections 212(f) and 215(a) of the INA.

ST 9IG, I & Ig Y ST &7 T 7T INA 61 &RT 212(f) 31 215(0) & ATCIH A F1AF o
ST T T A T TSR AT 27|

It found no such delegation.
FIATATT T T IS HTARR-GEATALIT 6T ool |

While those provisions empower the President to impose “restrictions”, “rules”,

L 1]

“regulations”, “orders”, “limitations”, and “exceptions” governing the entry of non-
citizens, Judge Sorokin held that their ordinary meaning does not encompass the power
over the public purse.

IeAfY A graerret Tsgufd i A-ARTRST & gaer X “gfaay”, “faga”, “fRafaaa, «smgar,
“HIATE” TUT “3r9aTE” ] et T ITAHR &l &, TR o waramefier R & T foh 3o erea
& AT Y H TFAPW (Public Purse) IR fAIFOT 372ra1 arertel T erferd et =Tar g

The court also found multiple violations of the Administrative Procedure Act.

1T f Administrative Procedure Act & &3 Seoigal o 3 Rifegd fomar|
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e Accordingly, Judge Sorokin ruled that “the Policy implementing the Proclamation is
declared unlawful and is vacated in its entirety”.

o ®d, FATTERRr @RI o 30T fe2m fo “Bwom (Proclamation) @1 @19] et aTell wifer
(Policy) @Y 31der BN feha SITelT § 3R 38 quTe: foitee faham STrer &1

‘.1 billion children
exposed to three or

more climate risks’
GS IR ]

Agence France-Presse
UNITED NATIONS

More than one billion children face at least three
overlapping climate hazards, UNICEF warned on
Monday, while highlighting the disproportionate
impact in some regions of the world.

For the report, the UN agency cross-referenced
data showing where the roughly 2.4 billion chil-
dren on the planet live with the geographic distri-
bution of the eight most common climate im-
pacts. They are coastal flooding, river flooding,
drought, tropical storms, heat waves, extreme
heat, wildfires, and sandstorms.

The report primarily focuses on the 1.1 billion
children who are exposed to at least three risks,
with the most common combination being
drought, extreme heat, (above 35 degrees Celsius)
and heat waves.

That combination affects some 296 million chil-
dren, including 74 million in Nigeria, 34 million in
Pakistan, and 32 million in India.

The number of children in this three-or-more
category has increased sharply over the past 20
years.

Almost all children - some 2.3 billion - are ex-
posed to at least one risk. Two billion are exposed
to at least two, while 364 million face at least four.

Of the 1,23,000 children exposed to seven or
more hazards, some 46,000 are in Myanmar.

“Children are at the forefront of the impact of
climate change,” said UNICEF chief Catherine
Russell.

As for the worst place for a child, “there isn’t a
super short answer,” one of the report authors,
Tom Slaymaker, told AFP.

“But they’re not all equal,” Mr. Slaymaker said.
“We do see some hot spots... it’s really concentrat-
ed in Sub-Saharan Africa and parts of South Asia.”

Countries with large populations of children,
including Bangladesh, India, Nigeria, and Pakis-
tan, are at the top of the list for the number of chil-
dren exposed to at least three hazards.

17J6. ‘1.1 billion children exposed to three or
more climate risks’

1.1 379 F=1 et a1 rfeF Srerary SfEaAt & ud &

e They are coastal flooding, river flooding, drought,
tropical storms, heat waves, extreme heat, wildfires, and
sandstorms.

ST TN 915, A4 A1G, W, IUTHTECTLNT THTA, o (Heat
Waves), 3reaftra araff, Sierer & 3mar 31 ¥a & qrer anfdier

e The report primarily focuses on the 1.1 billion children
who are exposed to at least three risks, with the most common
combination being drought, extreme heat (above 35 degrees
Celsius) and heat waves.

RATE 7&a &9 @ 3o 1.1 IR Tl R hfod & S ol & o e
ST & Tk # 8, [T e AT GAieT=l g@T, 3reafa et
(35 Bt Afewaw & 3rfas) iR T &

e That combination affects some 296 million children,
including 74 million in Nigeria, 34 million in Pakistan, and 32
million in India.

g FAVSTeT SITSHIT 29.6 FS FTl &bl gafad aar g, et
AT 7 7.4 F03, NFFTAA H 3.4 TS INART A 3.2 F3
I AR

e Countries with large populations of children, including
Bangladesh, India, Nigeria, and Pakistan, are at the top of the
list for the number of children exposed to at least three hazards.

ST T TS ST arel 32T, fSiT3 TTaeer, AR, A8 1RAT 31K
TIRREAT QA &, H HH § HH et STerarg Fadt & I 7 3
aTel Tl T HEAT o 3118 B

Address : 3rd Floor, KV Tower, Padleyganj Road, Gorakhpur
Email Id : info@patrioticias.in

Contact Number : 9971932488

Website : patrioticias.in

Page30



")
TELEGRAM CHANNEL: https://t.me/patrioticlAS
YOUTUBE CHANNEL: hitps://www.voutube.com/@PatrioticlAS

CONTACT: 9971932488

How Herat defied the Taliban regime,
chanting ‘women, work and freedomr’

The protests in the Afghan city in the first week of June were triggered by the enforcement of a dress code, which requires women to wear burga in

public; many women, including those wearing traditional Afghan wear of manto, were arrested, but released later as entire communities protested

NEWS ANALYSIS

Smriti Sudesh

he chants were fa-
Tmiliar. But this
time, they echoed

not in Tehran, but in Herat.

In mid-June, Afghanis-
tan's western city of Herat
witnessed a rare display of
public defiance against the
Taliban. Women, and this
time, men too, marched
through the streets chant-
ing “Women, Work and
Freedom”, a slogan proba-
bly inspired by Iran’s 2022
“Woman, Life and Free-
dom™ movement that
emerged after the death of
the 22wyear-old Mahsa
Amini.

The protests did not un-
fold overnight.

The spark in Herat
According to Zan Times,
an exiled media organisa-
tion run by Afghan women
journalists, the latest crack-
down appears to have
been planned days in ad-
vance. On June 4, Herat's
governor Noor Ahmad Is-
lamjar reportedly met with
a group of morality
enforcers.

On the afternoon of
June 5, Taliban officials
used the end of Friday

Abbas. By June 7, the Unit-
ed Nations had confirmed
that at least 30 women
were in custody for alleged
dress code violations. “Do-
ZeNs More Women report-
edly received verbal wamn-
ings,” United Nations
Assistance Mission in Af-
ghanistan (UNAMA) said.

Then came the
backlash.

On June 9, men and wo-
men took to the streets to-
gether in a rare act of col-
lective  defiance.  The
Taliban's response was
swift; within minutes, they
reportedly opened fire at
demonstrators, killing at
least two people, including
a child, according to some
reports, and injuring more
than 20 others.

Four days later, on June
13, demonstrators re-
turned to the streets.

Abdul Salam Hanafi, the
Taliban Deputy Prime Mi-
nister for administrative af-
fairs, praised the perfor-
mance of Herat's local
administration amid wi-
despread protests over the
detention of women in the
province, according to Af-
ghanistan International.

The immediate trigger
for the unrest was a series
of arrests carried out by
the Taliban’s morality pol-
ice. Women and girls were

letained for allegedly vi

Avoiding attention: Under Taliban regulations, women should
cover their entire bodies, usually with a burga. arp

of ‘attracting®  public
attention.

Witnesses  described
women being pulled into
police  vans, including
some who were already
fully covered. Among
those detained were re-
portedly pregnant women.
The Taliban initially dis-
missed reports of the ar-
rests as rumours before la-
ter defending the
operation as the enforce-
ment of Islamic law.

The Sharia law
To understand about these
arrests, one has to under-
stand the role Sharia plays
in Taliban-ruled
Afghanistan.

The Taliban returned to
power in 2021. Since then,
it

prayers to e that
women who failed to
comply with the Islamic
dress code would be ar-
rested. The following
morning, the arrests
began.

On June 6, dozens of
women were detained
across several neighbour-
hoods, including Darb-e-
Malik, Shahr-e-Naw, Ab
Burda, Jibrayil, and Haji

io-
lating the regime's dress
code in a city that has his-
torically been regarded as
one of the country’s more
progressive and culturally
vibrant centres.

Under Taliban regula-
tions, women should cover
their entire bodies, usually
with a burga, and are pro-
hibited from wearing per-
fume or anything capable

1 through its
interpretation of Sharia, or
better known as Islamic
law. While Afghanistan has
historically followed the
Hanafi school of Sunni ju-
risprudence (figh), often
regarded as one of the
more flexible traditions
within Sunni Islam, the Ta-
liban has adopted a far
stricter, Deobandi-in-
fluenced interp i

Under this system, wo-
men face extensive restric-
tions on education, em-
ployment, and public life.
Girls are barred from se-
condary and higher educa-
tion. Women face severe
limitations on work oppor-
tunities and are often re-
quired to travel with a male
guardian. Even ordinary
social  interactions and
movement outside the
home are heavily
scrutinised.

The morality police en-
force these rules through
patrols,  arrests, and
detentions.

Since 2021, when the Ta-
liban returned to power in
Afghanistan, women
across the country have
lived under a system of sur-
veillance and punishment
over both their dress and
their presence in public.
‘What began as verbal gui-
dance evolved into a de-
cree by the Taliban's Su-
preme Leader in 2022,
Mawlawi Hibatullah Ak-
hundzada, declaring burga
the preferred form of hijab.
In 2024, it was codified
through the Law on the
ion of Virtue and

Prevention of Vice, giving
morality police sweeping
powers to detain, intimi-
date, and punish women
whose appearance failed
to meet Taliban standards.

Earlier this year, as Zan
Times reported, morality
police blished check-

Afghan men appeared will-
ing to publicly challenge
the authorities as well.

Arare act

As one Zan Times newslet-

ter observed, that they

(men) did so this time says
hi important.

points across the city, pull-
ing women from taxis and
detaining those wearing a
manto (a traditional long
coat worn by generations
of Afghan women) instead
of the Taliban-approved
black chador or burga.

Supporters of the Tali-
ban argue that these mea-
SUres represent a return to
authentic Islamic gover-
nance after decades of war,
corruption, and foreign in-
tervention. But critics, in-
cluding many Muslim
scholars, argue that the Ta-
liban’s interpretation re-
presents an extreme and
selective reading of Islamic
law.

Human rights organisa-
tions estimate that millions
of Afghan girls remain
locked out of secondary
education. Large numbers
of women have lost em-
ployment opportunities.
Restrictions on movement,
healthcare, and public par-
ticipation have deepened
both economic hardship
and social isolation across
the country.

But in the latest Herat
demonstrations, perhaps
the most striking element
was not the slogan but the
people. Since the Taliban
takeover, public protests
have been rare and led by
women. One of the exam-
ples being the nationwide
protests against the closure
of women'’s beauty salons.
This time, however, many

What is being done to Af-
ghan women is no longer
viewed as a women'’s issue
alone. It has become un-
bearable for entire families
and entire communities.

The June 5 story, howev-
er, does not end with the
arrests. While some of the
women detained in Herat
have since been released,
little is known about what
they experienced inside
Taliban detention facilities.
Activists and rights groups
are now seeking answers,

International organisa-
tions were quick to con-
demn the crackdown. The
United Nations, along with
UN Women and the UN-
AMA, expressed concern
over detentions, restric-
tions on freedom of expres-
sion, and the use of ‘exces-
sive force” against
demonstrators. They also
called for the release of de-
tainees and urged the Tali-
ban to respect basic rights.

Yet, there is little indica-
tion that the Taliban in-
tends to alter course.

The Herat protests were
relatively small, with esti-
mates ranging from 70 to
150 participants. On the
face of it, the protests were
triggered by the arrest of
dozens of women accused
of violating the Taliban's
dress code. But it is one of
the clearest signs yet that
frustration with Taliban

rule is no longer confined

to private conversations,

17J6. How Herat defied the Taliban regime, chanting ‘women, work and

freedom’

d A ‘ARATT, 1o N FaATAT HT AR S FC AT AT FI HA et &

e The protests in the Afghan city in the first week of June were triggered by the enforcement of
a dress code, which requires women to wear burga in public.

S{eT o TEl HoATg H AT AT A §U FoRey Jereledl i [e3fi 34 18 o] iU o7t A g%,
TSIEeh gt AT T HdsTialeh TUTAT TR FHT Tgetell i B |

¢ Many women, including those wearing traditional Afghan wear of manto, were arrested, but
released later as entire communities protested.

IRUR HIA TR AT (Manto) g aTell shs Afgen3iT r TRwAR fovar I, e a1g
A QAT & faE & FROT 37 ReT Y ferm arm|
e Women, and this time, men too, marched through the streets chanting “Women, Work and

Freedom”, a slogan probably inspired by Iran’s 2022 “Woman, Life and Freedom”
movement that emerged after the death of the 22-year-old Mahsa Amini.

AT 3R 38 IR oW 87 Hohi ) 3 3R “Afem?, F17 3R Facd=ar & R @, s
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o  “Dozens more women reportedly received verbal warnings,” United Nations Assistance
Mission in Afghanistan (UNAMA) said.

HBMTATATT & T TST FETICAT FAAT (UNAMA) = g, “Goteil 31 Afgesit &1 #Aifen
AT &Y TS|

e Under Taliban regulations, women should cover their entire bodies, usually with a burga, and
are prohibited from wearing perfume or anything capable of ‘attracting’ public attention.

oIt fATaT & TR AfGHT T 3T RT AR AHIT: Tob § Gohedl AMMET IR g 71 0T
IS T T TgaTol I ITATC AT § i AIdslfeioh CATeT TR ¥ |
o While Afghanistan has historically followed the Hanafi school of Sunni jurisprudence (figh),

often regarded as one of the more flexible traditions within Sunni Islam, the Taliban has
adopted a far stricter, Deobandi-influenced interpretation.

T FTHANToTEcTeT UfTgTae §F 8 Fooil SECH T U ordiell TNoRT AT SAot aTelr
T fITRYRT T 9TelsT STdT 38T &, dTfelaTeT o daad) 1T aTell 31 FHoR ATEAT TTS

e Under this system, women face extensive restrictions on education, employment, and
public life.

SH TaTAT & dgd ATgan3it I A8, AsTR 3R A fas sfaet 7 a9 gfaaet 1 QT
AT I5dT B |
e Girls are barred from secondary and higher education.

Tsfral 1 AreafAe 3R 3T Rer & afg w@r AT gl

e Women face severe limitations on work opportunities and are often required to travel with a
male guardian.

ATGEATHT & ASTIMR o IR I I13R GfAeer & iR 3 31 Fohell Jow 31fsiIaeh o @rer arar
ERCIRERIE

e Even ordinary social interactions and movement outside the home are heavily scrutinised.
AT GTATToTe T 3T e § T1e ahotel ) &Y &3 [ T S &1

e The United Nations, along with UN Women and the UNAMA, expressed concern over
detentions, restrictions on freedom of expression, and the use of ‘excessive force’ against
demonstrators.

YFA TS, U AT AR UNAMA o RREATRET, 31fdieaferd S Fadear ) gfasst i
TR oh [T ‘3T Jof TART WX KidT sgerd HI|
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17J6 | Central banks to raise gold reserves over one year: WGC

FAT 3 3rrer v ¥ F Taof sER T WGC

17J6 | Beyond the 270 GW peak power demand there is a need for prioritising quality
and reliability

270 fremrare # sTaaH fasrelt AT ¥ 3T qgF Aoraar X RAreawear Ht yrafAEar
&ot Y TaegHar

1736 | U.P., Gujarat, Jharkhand log FY25 revenue surplus: CAG
3 Y8, T 3R R@s A FY 25 # Torea 3rfey gof fFam CAG
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Central banks to raise gold
reserves over one year: WGC
IS Ill: Economy |

Lalatendu Mishra
MUMBAI

World Gold Council’s
(WGC) 2026 Central Bank
Gold Reserves (CBGR) sur-
vey indicate that the cen-
tral banks around the
world would accumulate
more gold in the future.
This means the price of
the yellow metal will re-
main high in the future im-
pacting retail customers.
Indian gold prices had ri-
sen by about 40% in 12
months primarily on cen-
tral banks’ buying and ru-
pee’s depreciation against
U.S. dollar, the determin-
ing currency of gold price.
As per the survey cen-
tral banks “remain very
positive on gold, highlight-
ing its significance amid a
volatile geopolitical and
economic environment.”

Central banks accumulated
1,000 tonne gold over 4 years.

The survey shows a con-
tinuation of the trend un-
covered in previous years:
central banks see gold
making up a growing share
of reserve portfolios.

Doubling purchases

Central banks have accum-
ulated an average of 1,000
tonne of gold over the past
four years, which is signifi-

cantly higher from the 500
tonne average over the pre-
ceding decade.

“This marked accelera-
tion in the pace of accumu-
lation occurred against a
backdrop of geopolitical
and economic uncertainty,
which clouded the outlook
for reserve managers,”
WGC said in the foreword
of the Survey.

In India the Reserve
Bank of India (RBI) was
seen aggressively expand-
ing its gold reserves bet-
ween FY24 and FY25. Total
reserves grew from 822.1
tonne in FY24 to 879.58
tonnes by end FY25 and
rose marginally to 880.52
tonne in FY26. The survey
was conducted between
February 5 and May 19
with the majority of res-
ponses coming in after the
West Asia conflict began.

17J6. Central banks to raise gold
reserves over one year: WGC

FOT &= 3r9rar vF ¥ F ot sER
FeTua: WGC

e The World Gold Council’s (WGC)
2026 Central Bank Gold Reserves (CBGR)
survey indicates that the central banks
around the world will accumulate more gold
in the future.

ges Mes BT (WGC) & 2026 FEg s+
F9T $SR (CBGR) WdaTor & Tehel el ¢ b
gioram o & HER A arfasy A TR |
STHT et |

e Central banks have accumulated an
average of 1,000 tonne of gold over the past
four years, which is significantly higher from

the 500 tonne average over the preceding
decade.

oo ar adft 7 S det & 3T 1,000 & | TET §, S $6Y I & 21 & 500 &
3ure T Tofelr H Hrehr 7TeE &

UP. Gujarat,
Jharkhand log
FY25 revenue
surplus: CAG

€55 Of Iy
NEW DELHI

Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat,
Jharkhand, Manipur and 9
other States recorded sur-
plus revenue in 2024-25,
while the remaining 15
States had a deficit.

Eighteen States targeted
revenue surplus, three
States targeted revenue
deficit and seven targeted
zero revenue deficit in FY
2024-25, according to a re-
port on ‘State Finances
2024-25"  released by
Comptroller and Auditor
General of India K. Sanjay
Murthy on Tuesday.

“In FY 2024-25, 15 States
were  revenue-deficient
while the rest 13 States
were revenue surplus,” the
report said.

17J6. U.P., Gujarat, Jharkhand log FY25 revenue surplus: CAG
3 Y&, 5T 3R FARES & FY25 # Toea aftraw gof fmam CAG

e Uttar Pradesh, Gujarat, Jharkhand, Manipur and 9 other States recorded
surplus revenue in 2024-25, while the remaining 15 States had a deficit.

3R Y&, TSR, FRES, ATOTYT AT 9 37 AT o 2024-25 H Torea Aoy
(Revenue Surplus) &ot faT, STefer AW 15 Tt & TeIEq =rer (Deficit) TETI

o Eighteen States targeted revenue surplus, three States targeted revenue
deficit and seven targeted zero revenue deficit in FY 2024-25, according to a report
on ‘State Finances 2024-25’ released by Comptroller and Auditor General of
India (CAG) K. Sanjay Murthy on Tuesday.

HITAR & AR F fraTa vd Agraar 9dats (CAG) &. o Afd garT oY ‘Ree
AN 2024-25' RUIE & 37AR, FY 2024-25 # 18 WA o Iored rfere, ofiet st
o Jer¥a HTeT A A T3 o Y eI "It T e fFefiie fohar |
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e “In FY 2024-25, 15 States were revenue-deficient while the rest 13 States were revenue

surplus,” the report said.

RO & FETIATE, “FY 2024-25 H 15 T TET "I H &, P AV 13 TT o AT9ET
Jrfreiy gof foRam|”

Beyond the 270 GW peak power demand there
is a need for prioritising quality and reliability

Mandar Joshi

The recent achievement of
record-breaking peak de-
mand exceeding 270 GW
marks a historic moment
for the Indian power sec-
tor. The national grid de-
monstrated a level of resi-
lience by efficiently
managing this massive
load without a shortage,
which would have been in-
conceivable a decade ago.
This milestone effectively
shatters all previous re-
cords and is more than 10%
as compared to last year’s
peak. The ability to syn-
chronise a diverse genera-
tion portfolio comprising
thermal, hydro, nuclear,
and a rapidly expanding
variable renewable base
under such intense pres-
sure highlights the techni-
cal maturity of India’s na-
tional grid.

From the pre-indepen-
dence era of privately
owned decentralised elec-
tricity systems to post-in-
dependence focus on
‘pumpset  energisation’
and basic lighting through
“kutir Jyoti” scheme, the
sector has evolved signifi-
cantly, particularly after
the passage of the Electric-
ity Act in 2003. Through
massive infrastructure in-
itiatives like the Deen Dayal
Upadhyay Gram Jyoti
Scheme (DDUG]Y) and the
SAUBHAGYA scheme, the
physical framework for
last-mile connectivity has
covered nearly 100% hou-
seholds. However, as the
nation moves toward its
2047 target of approxi-
mately 4,000 kWh of per
capita electricity con-
sumption, a significant
leap from the current level
of 1,600 kWh, the defini-
tion of success must be
rewritten beyond access
and availability to include

Crucial metric: Reliable electricity is a fundamentat enabler of economic and social development.

the reliability and quality
of every kilowatt-hour
delivered.

Power quality vital
Power quality is becoming
the new frontier for a mod-
ern, digital-first economy.
For a consumer base that
now includes lighting load
to advanced semiconduc-
tor manufacturing to cold
storage facilities and pro-
ductive use of electricity to
public infrastructure like
smart classrooms and
medical clinics, the supply
of electricity is no longer
sufficient. Power quality,
characterised by precise
voltage stability, frequency
control and the absence of
waveform distortion, is a
necessity. Even a short
fluctuation in power sup-
ply can stop machines,
damage electronic equip-
ment, and disrupt indus-
trial operations.
Furthermore, despite
the overarching national
success in generation and
transmission, a persistent
disparity remains in the
distribution sector, partic-
ularly between urban
centres and rural land-
scapes. While urban sup-
ply has become increasing-
ly stable, rural areas,
which house approximate-

ly two-thirds of the popula-
tion, still account for about
one-third of total electrici-
ty consumption. The chal-
lenge here is not just one of
connectivity but of eco-
nomic empowerment.
While the average sup-
ply hours in rural areas
have reached an impres-
sive 22 hours in most
states, the lack of predicta-
bility is a significant hur-
dle. For a small-scale pro-
ductive enterprise or a
rural startup, an unexpect-
ed outage during a critical
production cycle can be fi-
nancially devastating, of-
ten forcing them to rely on
costly and polluting diesel
generators as a backup.
Bridging this rural-urban
divide is therefore not just
a technical need but a de-
velopmental necessity.

Ageing infrastructure

While the generation and
transmission  segments
have progressively moved
toward greater market-dri-
ven efficiency, several
state-owned DISCOMSs con-
tinue to struggle with age-
ing network infrastruc-
ture, inadequate
transformer capacity, and
persistently high Aggre-
gate Technical and Com-
mercial (AT&C) losses,

which still exceed 20% in
many states. These con-
straints restrict ability to
invest in critical system up-
grades such as automated
monitoring,  predictive
maintenance and timely
transformer replacement,
thereby perpetuating poor
service delivery and weak
financial performance.
Better electron delivery
and customer service itself
can enhance consumer
trust, increase demand,
improve revenue and ulti-
mately strengthen the fi-
nancial health of DISCOMs.
To address the above is-
sues, the Government of
India launched the Re-
vamped Distribution Sec-
tor Scheme (RDSS) in 2021
for a period of five years.
Under the scheme, around
54% of the total sanctioned
amount has been allocated
for loss reduction infras-
tructure works, and 46%
earmarked for smart me-
tering. However, the gains
in terms of billing and col-
lection efficiency remain
modest at around 4% in 4
years considering the scale
of investment for meter-
ing. The core challenge
continues to be operation-
al inefficiencies at the DIS-
COMs and ageing electrici-
ty distribution

infrastructure. A larger
percentage of funds in ru-
ral areas should have been
for improving distribution
infra including transform-
er replacement and devic-
es to monitor health of the
network than merely in-
stalling smart meters in
homes. Once the infras-
tructure is strengthened,
DISCOMs could invest in
smart meters to derive the
full benefit of revenue aug-
mentation by delivering
electrons reliably and cus-
tomer services effectively.

Customer-centric vision
The power sector must
adopt a customer-centric
approach that values the
quality and reliability of
electricity supply as much
as achievements in accessi-
bility and availability of
clean energy. The Draft Na-
tional Electricity Policy
2026 emphasises setting
benchmarks for supply
quality through reliability
indices such as SAIDI, SAI-
F1, and CAIDI, along with
regular reporting and pu-
blic disclosure to ensure
transparency and accoun-
tability. However, these in-
dices are currently moni-
tored only at the
sub-transmission level.

They should be extend-
ed to the transformer and
low-tension network level
for more accurate assess-
ment of consumer expe-
rience. Accordingly, invest-
ments must prioritise
equipment and reliability
monitoring systems, re-
flecting a broader shift
from mere accounting to
measuring actual service
quality outcomes.

At the same time, mov-
ing from an administrative
to a mode of ‘enterprisa-
tion’ in decision making
and management, custom-
er-focused decentralised
distribution management

model, better asset and in-
ventory practices and in-
troduction of MIS and SCA-
DA systems at distribution
level are essential to im-
prove service quality and
customer experiences.

Concerns over private
participation focusing only
on profitable urban areas
can be addressed through
well-designed public-priv-
ate or private models that
ensure balanced rural-ur-
ban coverage and enforce-
ment of strict regulatory
performance standards.

Experience from deve-
loped countries demon-
strates that reliable elec-
tricity is a fundamental
enabler of economic and
social development. Elec-
tricity supports industrial
growth, modern agricul-
ture, digital services,
healthcare, education, and
employment generation,
making it central to im-
proving productivity and
quality of life. The growth
of rural India is dependent
on strengthened electricity
infrastructure and power
supply reliability will be
critical to achieving inclu-
sive  and  sustainable
development.

By addressing the un-
derlying issues of distribu-
tion sector, power quality,
and rural-urban parity, In-
dia can ensure its power
sector does more than just
meet peak demand. The
path to Viksit Bharat needs
a shift in perspective
where electricity is viewed
not merely as a commodity
but as a productive input
and transformative force
for innovation and equity.

(Dr. Debajit Palit is the
Centre Head at the Centre
for Climate Change & Ener-
gy Transition and Mandar
Joshi is a Research Consul-
tant at Chintan Research
Foundation. Views ex-
pressed are personal.)

17J6. Beyond the 270 GW peak power demand there is a need for prioritising
quality and reliability

270 3ftarrare $Y 3T Rsrel AT & Y FgF Joradr AR Fegwsiaar Ft wrafAwar
&t Y JTaRIHAT

e The recent achievement of record-breaking peak demand exceeding 270 GW marks a
historic moment for the Indian power sector.
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gl &1 # 270 famrare & 31feres T Repis seaas sl AT (Peak Demand) &I 9T &=
AT faege &1 & fow weh Ufdgriaes suefeu &

From the pre-independence era of privately owned decentralised electricity systems to post-
independence focus on ‘pumpset energisation’ and basic lighting through “Kutir Jyoti”
Scheme, the sector has evolved significantly, particularly after the passage of the Electricity
Act, 2003.

FIAAAT-G Al Farffiea arell e giehet farstell qunferdl & oot FacdT & a1g ‘G9de
fregeiiaor 3R “FER S Do & e § JRAAEr Terr caaET ae, I a1 [ w9
¥ fagga sfafaws, 2003$aﬁm@rﬁma§3n%|

Through massive infrastructure initiatives like the Deen Dayal Upadhyay Gram Jyoti Yojana
(DDUGJY) and the SAUBHAGYA Scheme, the physical framework for last-mile connectivity
has covered nearly 100% households.

ST 3UTEATT ATH A ISaT1 (DDUGJY) 3R wtstred israr Sia faemmer 3798 ggat
a:mm@raiﬁﬁaﬁtﬁﬁaaﬁqgarﬁmmwm 100% IRERY &I e H g B |

However, as the nation moves toward its 2047 target of approximately 4,000 kWh of per
capita electricity consumption, a significant leap from the current level of 1,600 kWh, the
definition of success must be rewritten beyond access and availability to include the
reliability and quality of every kilowatt-hour delivered.

gTellTeh, S-S 32 2047 doh Ufa AT fosell @I Tl IdATT 1,600 KWh & &It oTaTefaT
4,000 kWh T o STl & o183 T 3T §¢ 8T &, TheldT sl GRHATST &l hdel 3Tl 3ﬁTq§u
ek WA 77 TG Tedish Gfeie fastelr 1 fareawiaar 3R ayorasr 1 ot i e gram|

For a consumer base that now includes lighting load to advanced semiconductor
manufacturing to cold storage facilities and productive use of electricity to public
infrastructure like smart classrooms and medical clinics, the supply of electricity is no
longer sufficient.

VY 3UHFAT 3MUR & T fITH FTAT Threl SIaEAT ¥ o 3oadd GHlhsaex [AfAATr, Fies
TR ghaumd, 3R we wamsit Tur RAfscar Fhfasi s ardsiaen saacer o §, dad
frstelt it 3mafet aaee =181 &1

Power quality, characterised by precise voltage stability, frequency control and the
absence of waveform distortion, is a necessity.

adreesr ey, argher frzreor gur dawied e i seqafeafa & aRenfya fasrel it qoremr
T TS HTGTRAT &

Even a short fluctuation in power supply can stop machines, damage electronic equipment,
and disrupt industrial operations.

farsTel MYt & UTS FHY 1 SAR-UGTa 31 HAMAT T Ueh Tehell §, FleFelioteh ST 1
GERin @H%dl%’wmmaﬁmﬂmgl

While the average supply hours in rural areas have reached an impressive 22 hours in most
states, the lack of predictability is a significant hurdle.

aﬁmﬁr@ﬁuﬁwﬁﬁﬁmﬁmyﬁﬁzzﬁwqﬁaﬁﬁmm
aﬁ%amwaérwﬁgé%l

To address the above issues, the Government of India launched the Revamped Distribution
Sector Scheme (RDSS) in 2021 for a period of five years.

ol THEATIT o FATHT o foIT R THR A 2021 & dier asif o forw geretfea faramor &t Arsren
(RDSS) & T

Under the scheme, around 54% of the total sanctioned amount has been allocated for loss
reduction infrastructure works, and 46% earmarked for smart metering.

S8 TNSTAT & AT el Tl TR T ST 54% 31T §THeY FHA FIoT Tl FAEILAT TR AT
46% a1 FATE FieRer & fow iR & o g1
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o The Draft National Electricity Policy 2026 emphasises setting benchmarks for supply
quality through reliability indices such as SAIDI, SAIFI, and CAIDI, along with regular
reporting and public disclosure to ensure transparency and accountability.

wsdr faega Aifer 2026 (Fatan) # SAIDI, SAIFI 3R CAIDI S8 faRa@=gdr Faehihl &
ATTH A 3TYfct I0TaT o HleTeh T Hlel T AT RATEN 3R Ardsifeieh Ferdiaor o e

AT gl

e However, these indices are currently monitored only at the sub-transmission level.
BTaTeh, TCTAIST 3 3oT Felehieh! T T1INTaT dherel Ha-RATARRT T O T ST B

e They should be extended to the transformer and low-tension network level for more
accurate assessment of consumer experience.

ST 3TTHE T TR Fleh 3HTeholel el & [T 3¢ BRI 3R olY-Eret A T
faeaiia forar St anfgu)
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GRAPES-3: A cosmic-ray tracker

Vasudevan Mukunth

esearchers from Mumbai, Kochi,
R and Japan used the GRAPES-3

telescope to track how the
earth’s upper atmosphere temperature
and the sun’s magnetic field affect
muons — subatomic particles from
space. By analysing 22 years of data,
they developed a way to use these
measurements to monitor changes in
the upper atmosphere in real-time with
high accuracy. The findings are to be
published in the August issue of
Astroparticle Physics.

The GRAPES-3 telescope in Ooty, Tamil
Nadu does not look at light like a
traditional telescope. Instead, it is a
mucn detector. Muons are created when
high-energy cosmic rays from deep
space collide with the earth’s upper
atmosphere. The facility consists of 16
independent modules spread over a
large area. Each module contains 232
proportional counters, which are long
steel tubes filled with a special mixture
of argon and methane, with a thin
tungsten wire running through the
centre. When a muon passes through a
tube, it knocks electrons out of the gas
molecules. These electrons are pulled
towards the wire, creating an electrical
pulse that the telescope records as a hit.

The detector array of GRAPES-3 in Ooty. HIDEKI
TANAKA (CC BY-SA)

The tubes are arranged in four layers,
with each layer positioned at a right
angle to the one below. This grid layout
allows scientists to track the exact path
and angle of the incoming muons. Thick
layers of reinforced concrete are placed
between the tubes to ensure the
telescope only counts high-energy
muons that are strong enough to
penetrate the concrete. This is how
GRAPES-3 is able to produce a
high-resolution map of the invisible
cosmic forces affecting the earth.

foadh

For
for ‘Science’, please write to
science@thehindu.co.in with the
subject ‘Daily page’

k and sugg

17J6. GRAPES-3: A cosmic-ray
tracker

GRAPES-3; HIfeH® fhIoil &7
TATHY (ST

o Researchers from Mumbai, Kochi,
and Japan used the GRAPES-3 telescope to
track how the earth’s upper atmosphere
temperature and the sun’s magnetic field
affect muons — subatomic particles from
space.

Hag, Ffea 3R ST & aferdarst
GRAPES-3 g&ff &r 3u2ier 75 uarr oferet &
fore fomar o gedt & 9 argHse & araATT
3R G & AR 81 T FHTAT — HARET
37T ATl 3Y-YIATOTH HUIN — TR FIT JHT
RECIN

e The GRAPES-3 telescope in Ooty,
Tamil Nadu does not look at light like a
traditional telescope.

affeeg & 38 & Pud GRAPES-3 greet

ARY e a2l &Y e TehTl T TeTeliehe] o1g1 T o

e Instead, itis

amuon detector.

SHS ToTTY, TE Ueh #TT fSeFeT B

e Muons are created when high-energy cosmic rays from deep space collide with the earth’s
upper atmosphere.
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FIIHATA T 3o BIct § 19 TG IARET { 377 AT ITa-Frol HHEHS fohor g2 o S
ARYAS Y T &

The facility consists of 16 independent modules spread over a large area.

TE GAT Teh 513 877 7 thel gV 16 Faeid AI@ll I fFerh 5= &

Each module contains 232 proportional counters, which are long steel tubes filled with a
special mixture of argon and methane, with a thin tungsten wire running through the centre.

YA ASIS F 232 NATeTel FI3T &l &, A o ST TI& @it & 3R STt 3wy o #vder
T TR fAAOT 8T §1T &, STafoh 3e7eh sh & Teh Ucloll SIEE AR o 8|

When a muon passes through a tube, it knocks electrons out of the gas molecules.

SIS FIS FIITA T TIT A GI Il &, AT I5 31 o 3T U ATl T qT6L forahrel ST g

These electrons are pulled towards the wire, creating an electrical pulse that the telescope
records as a hit.

& goFele AN T AR I g1t 8, Forad v fagga wae (safFeaa 9ew) oo glar & o
Xl U W % §9 7 Gof FRAT

The tubes are arranged in four layers, with each layer positioned at a right angle to the one
below.

o7 TYET T TR el 3 AU T aTT §, 18T Tedeh e 379t 1<t &t Il o I HHABI0T
o Feud g g
This grid layout allows scientists to track the exact path and angle of the incoming muons.

Ie fars fawamar drfoient st 31TeT aTel FG3TAT o Féreh T2 3R 10T T Tl 9Tt H FETH FATAT
gl

Thick layers of reinforced concrete are placed between the tubes to ensure the telescope
only counts high-energy muons that are strong enough to penetrate the concrete.

TSt & T gafad Hdhre (HehIes Fhie) T A 9T W Sl § i quaeli e 3¢ 3<a-
ST FG3TAT T IOTAT X ST Shshie T Aot H TeTH gl

This is how GRAPES-3 is able to produce a high-resolution map of the invisible cosmic
forces affecting the earth.

ST YR GRAPES-3 G2l &l YaMifad &iat arell 31g2d Fiteds AfFadl &1 U 3oa-fades
AT (§T8-RtegersT A9) IR e H T&TH g ol
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17J6 | Not binary: India can save its forests by winning the war on poverty

cfasmerd 7gh: R T F vy wud Sad 9 gl FY g9 FhaT e

17J6 | ‘Vast stretches of coral reefs could resist climate change, finds a new study

yarer Afat & e & Saarg aRadsr FT qHAT F FHd ¢, AT HEIqT H grar
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Not binary: India can save its forests
by winning the war on poverty

Forests with more poor households and communities that depended more on fuelwood were also found to have less diverse tree species, a new study has found. On the

other hand, forests where communities had access to alternative livelihoods, such as farming, had more diverse trees species

1o FERITI

raditionally, many

conservationists and

policymakers have seen

biodiversity conservation as a
choice between protecting nature and
meeting human needs. Forests were often
seen as places that had to be protected
from people, while alleviating poverty
and economic development were treated
as separate concerns.

A new international study has
concluded that this is a harmful view.

In a paper in the journal Nature
Sustainability, researchers from the
University of Notre Dame, the University
of Michigan, Yale University, the
University of Colorado Boulder (U.S.), the
Swedish University of Agricultural
Sciences, the University of Manchester
(U.K.), the University of Victoria (Canada),
and the Indian School of Business
analysed data from community-managed
forests in the tropics.

The data came from the International
Forestry Resources and Institutions
network, and spanned 322
community-managed tropical forests in 15
countries from 1993 to 2017.

The dataset’s size allowed the
researchers to understand both current
patterns in forest biodiversity and how
they had changed over time. Principally,
they found a significant link between
people’s livelihoods and forest
biodiversity.

Forests, people, livelihoods

Forests with more poor households and
communities that depended more on
fuelwood were also found to have less
diverse tree species. The team also found
similar patterns in forests in densely
populated areas with higher levels of
poverty.

On the other hand, forests where
communities had access to alternative
livelihoods, such as farming, had more
diverse trees.

Tree species diversity refers to the
number of tree species in a forest; it is an
important measure of biodiversity.
Forests with more species tend to support
more wildlife, are ecologically more
stable, and are often more resilient to
environmental change.

Overall, the analysis found that a
greater dependence on forest resources
was associated with lower tree species
diversity.

However, the researchers emphasised
that poverty is not responsible for
biodiversity loss. They pointed out that
when people have fewer livelihood
options and depend heavily on forests to
survive, the pressure on forest resources
automatically increases. The way out is to
improve economic opportunities.

The fortress model

The study also focused on
human-dominated landscapes, which are
common in India. Most forests in the
country are owned and managed by State

17J6. Not binary: India can save its forests by winning the war on poverty

Forest Departments. And for decades,
this apparatus has followed the fortress
model — where protected areas are
managed by minimising human activities
and restricting access to resources. While
this model has allowed the Departments
to recover several iconic species and
strengthen protection, it has some severe
limitations.

Today, many protected areas are
increasingly becoming isolated islands
surrounded by human-dominated
landscapes.

“The forests in these landscapes are
smaller in size and bear a heavy burden of
extraction,” Ashwini Chhatre, associate
professor of Public Policy at the Indian
School of Business and one of the study’s
authors, said.

Around 275 million people depend on
these forests to varying degrees for their
livelihoods and daily needs.

“But these forests are ecologically
important and provide significant
ecosystem services,” Dr. Chhatre said.

According to him, the new findings can
be used to support conservation by
prioritising wildlife corridors — patches of
forests that form a loose link between
protected areas.

“These corridors are used by large
mammals to move between protected
areas. The improvement of species
richness in these corridors will increase
forest resilience and support conservation
directly,” he said.

Helping conservation

To reduce pressure on forests, State
Forest Departments across India have
introduced initiatives like distributing
subsidised LPG connections and efficient
cooking stoves and heaters around many
tiger reserves and national parks. The
measures reduce people’s need for
fuelwood and to enter forests.

2 v N
Garo tribal women carrying firewood in the West Garo Hills district of Meghalaya in 2024. Representative image. RITU RAJ KONWAR

Today, many protected areas are
increasingly becoming isolated
islands surrounded by
human-dominated landscapes.
They bear a heavy burden of
extraction from communities
who depend on them for

their livelihood

Extending similar support to private
landholdings and community forests
along wildlife corridors could help
conservation.

However, Imran Siddiqui, senior field
conservationist at the Centre for Wildlife
Studies, who has worked extensively in
protected areas and with forest
communities in Andhra Pradesh and
Telangana, said that while such initiatives
are well-intentioned and that
communities often welcome them, they
face implementation challenges.

“Funding can be inconsistent,
participation from local communities may
vary, and long-term support is not always
guaranteed,” he said.

Conservation partners

Today, there is growing recognition
among wildlife conservationists and forest
managers that conservation can’t succeed
without the support of local communities.

In addition to fuel alternatives and
subsidies, many State Forest Departments
also give local community members jobs
in tourism, forest protection, and
seasonal conservation work.

The late ecologist Madhav Gadgil was a
strong advocate of an inclusive approach,
believing conservation efforts would be
more effective if local communities had
rights, incentives, and a meaningful role
in managing natural resources. He also
emphasised the value of traditional

ecological knowledge, and argued people
who had lived alongside forests for
generations possessed insights that could
complement scientific approaches to
conservation.

In Ladakh, the Snow Leopard
Conservancy has mitigated economic
losses of human-wildlife conflict with
community-run homestays and livestock
insurance programmes. In Maharashtra’s
Sindhudurg district, village-based
Mangrove Co-Management Committees
help protect mangrove ecosystems while
supporting fisheries, ecotourism, and
sustainable aquaculture.

In Arunachal Pradesh, hornbill nest
adoption programmes run by the Nature
Conservation Foundation have
encouraged local communities to protect
nesting sites, with former Nyishi tribe
hunters now serving as nest protectors
and forest patrollers.

There is also tremendous scope to
expand these initiatives and to further
support community welfare.

As Mr. Siddiqui said, wildlife tourism is
a growing multi-million-dollar industry,
yet only a small fraction of its revenue
reaches the communities living alongside
forests and protected areas. He added
that a greater share of these benefits
should be directed to local communities,
creating stronger incentives for
conservation.

The findings of the new study highlight
the close links between alleviating
poverty and conserving biodiversity, and
show how socio-economic conditions and
conservation goals need not be in conflict
with each other. By recognising these
connections, both conservationists and
policymakers can design more inclusive
frameworks to benefit both people and
nature.

(Ipsita Herlekar is an independent
science writer. ipsitaherlekar@gmail .com)

gfasmeTd ¢ sa T F vy HuY At e It F a=@r dEHaT §

e Forests with more poor households and communities that depended more on fuelwood

were also found to have less diverse tree species, a new study has found.
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Researchers pointed out that
when people have fewer
livelihood options and depend
heavily on forests to survive,
the pressure on forest
resources automatically
increases

v

The new findings can be used
to support conservation by
prioritising wildlife corridors —
patches of forests that form a
loose link between protected
areas

v

The findings show how
socio-economic conditions and
conservation goals need not be
in conflict with each other
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fSeT gt & 317t e aRar & 3R TSieT Togerat i $uer ahs oY 3iferen fsiear oY, 371 gar
gortfaat 1 fafatrar oft et 918 1S, VAT Ueh AT 37T H 91T AT

On the other hand, forests where communities had access to alternative livelihoods, such
as farming, had more diverse tree species.

IR 3R, Foret aett 3 et o depfeush smshfasa, S8 M, o uge gred o, 3l ga7
wetTferar & fafarar 3feres arg a1$|

Traditionally, many conservationists and policymakers have seen biodiversity
conservation as a choice between protecting nature and meeting human needs.

TR §9 W, 371 earorarfea 3 Sifa-fAatanst F Sta fderar @varor w1 yfa 6 @ sk
AT JTaRTHATIHT BT Ifcf & e Uep faehod & &9 H 3@ B

Forests were often seen as places that had to be protected from people, while alleviating
poverty and economic development were treated as separate concerns.

el hT 9T O TATAT oh & H GG IAT TSleg S9N & FRI&TT [T 12T eh AT, STeifeh et
3eae AR 3nfdF R 1 gy [idnit & &9 & A& s i

The data came from the International Forestry Resources and Institutions network, and
spanned 322 community-managed tropical forests in 15 countries from 1993 to 2017.

3 373 International Forestry Resources and Institutions network 3 9red fopw arw 2 31k
goTé 1993 & 2017 & I 15 g2t & 322 WeTA+-Fa it Isurm et a1 enfder 3

Tree species diversity refers to the number of tree species in a forest; it is an important
measure of biodiversity.

gaT yonfar fafderar & mery el oo 31 O St arelt gaT wonfat & wear ¥ ; I sa Rfawar
I Teh FAgca ol ATIGS g

Forests with more species tend to support more wildlife, are ecologically more stable, and are
often more resilient to environmental change.

37T YolTTaaT aTel def AT 3T aegsiial & TAYTT Hid ¢, TREIAAT T & 3170
R AT § TUT I AT gRad=t & ufa 31 o=ier gia €1

Overall, the analysis found that a greater dependence on forest resources was associated
with lower tree species diversity.

AT &9, fIQeIyor  uray a1 o o1 FRTerat 9 31feen e 1 e gat ganfadi fr wa
Tafayar @

However, the researchers emphasised that poverty is not responsible for biodiversity loss.
gTcilfoh, eMETRd I3 o 39 9Td IR g fear for e e fafawrar & g & forw saerir sigr 2

They pointed out that when people have fewer livelihood options and depend heavily on
forests to survive, the pressure on forest resources automatically increases.

3egia ohd [ohaT for ST el & g1 3mehfasT & @ifAa Reew gia & 31k 3 Shaaama & fow
AT W AT AR g1 &, O« a7 §aTe=Y 9T g9 Ead: 9¢ ST gl

The way out is to improve economic opportunities.
$H THEAT T FATUTT I 3rawr H JUR A8

The fortress model

gt Afsw

The study also focused on human-dominated landscapes, which are common in India.
3H LAY o AAT-TuTeT GRGeaT ox off earet Shfe foram, St TR 7 WA §9 & 910 31 21
Most forests in the country are owned and managed by State Forest Departments.

2 & TR ToT TS I fHTN & Ta1fAca 3R vaersT 7 g1

And for decades, this apparatus has followed the fortress model — where protected areas
are managed by minimising human activities and restricting access to resources.
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3R ZReht §, Tg o Gt AT T ITEI0T HFAT @1 § — Tl TR &= 7 Jeered AT
el o FeIc e qUT T doh T 1 AT T AT A B

While this model has allowed the Departments to recover several iconic species and
strengthen protection, it has some severe limitations.

T 58 AiseT o TGN T 373eh TellhTcrs Ffadl & TRETOT 3R FR&T AT g el J
HEICT JeleT 1 &, T ot sHehr T 978iR i &

Today, many protected areas are increasingly becoming isolated islands surrounded by
human-dominated landscapes.

37T 371 ETaT &, m-mqﬁqezﬁ@rfa%g@tgwaﬁhﬁaswaaﬁmrg%l
Around 275 million people depend on these forests to varying degrees for their livelihoods
and daily needs.

TIATHIT 27.5 HUS AT 379AT 3Teifaert 3R &fae 3maegesanit & fav [Affied TRl W s gl W
IGE !

“But these forests are ecologically important and provide significant ecosystem services,”
Dr. Chhatre said.

R 3 e RTATIERT 38 ¥ 31e2iet Fgeaqu 31 Fgcaot aRTeafee o Fard s
I g,” 5. TF o FeTl

To reduce pressure on forests, State Forest Departments across India have introduced
initiatives like distributing subsidised LPG connections and efficient cooking stoves and
heaters around many tiger reserves and national parks.

Foll I e o Hlel o ToIT, U AR A TS et Tt 7 31eieh arer 3rsramRoay 3k wsdr
FegTal o I RATN Tardislt Farerer, <aT @ Tohtal & Teg U7 e FAaRd F s
EEERNGEIES

The measures reduce people’s need for fuelwood and to enter forests.

3y 3UTT ATt Fr U dAHS G AIRAT TUT TAT 7 gALr T 3TTIRAT Y e FLA &

Extending similar support to private landholdings and community forests along wildlife
corridors could help conservation.

Fegsita ATARIRT & 3aary ey fash s1ffr Farfacat 3k wngerfs aat i o s g &1
A YeTe AT GI&TUT H HelIeh gl FohdT gl

The late ecologist Madhav Gadgil was a strong advocate of an inclusive approach,
believing conservation efforts would be more effective if local communities had rights,
incentives, and a meaningful role in managing natural resources.

feaara aiRfeufaifae amra amsfrer wamaeh geaior & yaer Tade &1 3o7er AeteT o1 i afe
TR T T ITURR, TedTeeT TUT o HRILAT o JetreT 3 Hreeh §ffAhT &1 ST, of
TRETOT 9T 3feres T8ray giet |

He also emphasised the value of traditional ecological knowledge, and argued people who

had lived alongside forests for generations possessed insights that could complement
scientific approaches to conservation.

3ogiel IRIRE TIRFEATAHT AT & FAgea W 9o fear AR g T i Afeat & a1t & arr
& aTe olelt o UrH T 3T TRl glell § St AETUT & d<Arferah GfeeIvN T X &1 Hehell & |
In Ladakh, the Snow Leopard Conservancy has mitigated economic losses of human-
wildlife conflict with community-run homestays and livestock insurance programmes.
dSE@ # Snow Leopard Conservancy « THE-e eI gaee duT gy« Ao it &
HIETH § ARG-d=gsi1d §GY ¥ glel arel 3T gifarai & 7 fhar gl

In Arunachal Pradesh, hornbill nest adoption programmes run by the Nature
Conservation Foundation have encouraged local communities to protect nesting sites, with
former Nyishi tribe hunters now serving as nest protectors and forest patrollers.

PO Y& H Nature Conservation Foundation GaRT EdTfeld gleiferel HIHWT &Hd A0
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FIRIHAT o TATAT FHCTAT T SRTT Tl T 6T & fav fearied fhar g, sfer g =l
ST & fASRY 319 GiFar TXeTh 3R g Tt w Al & &0 7 FF W @ B

There is also tremendous scope to expand these initiatives and to further support community
welfare.

T Tgeil o1 TaEAR el TUT WIAGTRAF FeAToT 3l 3R 3110 FAELe S T 8l 3IR Femraad ¢

As Mr. Siddiqui said, wildlife tourism is a growing multi-million-dollar industry, yet only a
small fraction of its revenue reaches the communities living alongside forests and protected
areas.

STET T2 #fY ARt ¥ heT, aearsita Tdeet Ueh ol & ST §31T ag-faferger sfert se@lr ¢, vy o
ST T T heel Teh BT o aT € Jait IR TR &7 o AT g1 dTel FAGHT dh Tg o
qrar gl

He added that a greater share of these benefits should be directed to local communities,
creating stronger incentives for conservation.

Segiet 31191 e foh Sf et T 371k 3T T TUTHT FHer Y o Sirer =gy, foraa
TIETOT & ToIT 3778 AT FIcdigeT 3cTeed g1dT|

The findings of the new study highlight the close links between alleviating poverty and
conserving biodiversity, and show how socio-economic conditions and conservation
goals need not be in conflict with each other.

AT 3G & forsens It 3eagerer 3R Sta Rafdrerar waor & i afass del 1 W@ifed
¢ T Ig gefial § o amenfores-anfie aRfeufaa 3t avetor dath oe sraeges &9 @ th-g@l
& el 71T €1

By recognising these connections, both conservationists and policymakers can design
more inclusive frameworks to benefit both people and nature.

3oT Gaell &Y TR Hieh, TIETUTETE) 3K NfY-aTar 0 310s gamaelt e IR g & oY
AT 3R wpfa At & e 7 &

Vast stretches of coral reefs could resist climate change, finds a new study

sence France-Presse

MOMBASA

The study by the Wil-
dlife Conservation Society
(WCS) and Macquarie Un-

WCS, told AFP.
Action is still needed

Thanks to their efforts,
the park became the first
in Kenya to earn a Gold-Le-

“The way we see coral
responding to heat events

since only 28% of those re- is more nuanced than we  40%.

ing to WCS data. But within
a year, it had recovered to

In the crystalline waters off
Kenya’s coast, coral reefs
are thriving — evidence of a
rare good news story in the
battle to protect oceans
from the ravages of climate
change.

A new study presented
at the Our Ocean Confe-
rence in Mombasa on
Tuesday finds that
1,66,000 square kilo-
metres of the world’s coral
reefs - around a third of the
total - are particularly “cli-
mate-resilient”, meaning
they have the potential to
survive through major
ocean warming events.

iversity in Australia chal-
lenges the findings of the
IPCC, the global authority
on climate change, which
has stated 70% to 90% of
coral reefs could die with
global warming of 1.5 de-
grees Celsius above pre-in-
dustrial levels, and 99% at
2 degrees Celsius.

“Our models are show-
ing a much more hopeful
future for coral reefs. We
predict that there are ma-
ny climate resilient reefs
around the world that will
persist over time,” Stacy Ju-
piter, executive director for
marine conservation at

silient reefs are being ac-
tively protected.

Down the coast from
Mombasa, on Kenya’s para-
disical Wasini-Mkwiro is-
land, villagers are showing
the way.

As local fishermen bring
in their catch from the
beach, it is weighed, mea-
sured, and logged by local
data collectors in the vil-
lage.

Other members of the
“beach management unit”
patrol the waters to make
sure no one is over-fishing
or using destructive equip-
ment. Others plant sea-

L 8
-

The study finds that 1,66,000 sq. km of the world's coral reefs -
around athird of the total - are particularly ‘climate-resilient: AFP

weed and mangroves, and
scoop out rubbish.

“We want to keep this
ecosystem as pristine as
possible because we know
the benefits,” said Edward

Karanja, Kenya Wildlife
Service warden for the
nearby Kisite marine park,
citing the importance of
tourism and fishing to
locals.

vel Blue Park Award from
the U.S.-based Marine Con-
servation Institute in 2021.

‘Living seed-banks’
Coral “bleaching” occurs
when water temperatures
rise by a degree or two,
stressing the coral’s animal
tissues and making them
expel algae, turning them
white.

But the new study finds
many reefs are resilient,
either because they exist in
cool spots, or because they
have evolved to withstand
heat, or recover more
quickly than most.

previously thought,” said
Ms. Jupiter.

Kenya is fortunate to
have a significant stretch of
naturally resilient coral.

Divers off traditional
wooden dhows at Wasini-
Mkwiro find coral species

The new research, fund-
ed by Bloomberg Ocean In-
itiative and currently un-
der peer review, builds on
a pioneering study from
2018 that identified 50 resi-
lient reefs around the
world.

like the boulder-like Po- New technology makes
rites and staghorn-shaped  its map 10,000 times more
Acroporasupportingadaz-  detailed than any previous

zling ecosystem that in-
cludes moray eels, angel-
fish, crabs, turtles,
dolphins, and much more.

The last major bleach-
ing event in 2024 led to co-
ral cover in the zone falling
from 44% to 27%, accord-

version, enabling the dis-
covery of three times more
resilient coral than pre-
viously known.

More than half are con-
centrated in Australia, the
Bahamas, Cuba, Indone-
sia, and the Philippines.

17J6. Vast stretches of coral reefs could resist climate change, finds a new

study

varer Ffrt & Remer & Srerary aRads T WHar T @ad 8, 7 IFETTT 7 grar

e A new study presented at the Our Ocean Conference in Mombasa on Tuesday finds that
1,66,000 square kilometres of the world’s coral reefs — around a third of the total — are
particularly “climate-resilient”, meaning they have the potential to survive through major
ocean warming events.

HaTCIAR T AFETAT # 3TN A AT Flewhd H TEJ Teh AT A & ITAR, gforan
T T 1,66,000 ToF RRaNHIET sarer FRRIAT — St et T rarear Uah-fgTs & — Ry ®a &
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e The IPCC has stated 70% to 90% of coral reefs could die with global warming of 1.5 degrees
Celsius above pre-industrial levels, and 99% at 2 degrees Celsius.

IPCC & 3eT8R, 3NeAITeh-qd TRi T Jofell H 3faeh draae & 1.5 it dfeaaw gefrga w
70% @ 90% FaTer TRTIAT w75 g Fehcll & 3R 2 Bl Afewaw gefer wx 999 vrarer Mt @ared

RGNS

o Coral “bleaching” occurs when water temperatures rise by a degree or two, stressing the
coral’s animal tissues and making them expel algae, turning them white.

YTl “elifR9r” dd gldY § STd UTeil ST dTIHTeT Ueh AT &Y f23f 3¢ Srar &, fora® waTel Sdeh! 9
JATT 95dT & 31X I QaTeT &Y 918 AehTel 2 &, TRUTATIRT J e, g ST &

e More than half are concentrated in Australia, the Bahamas, Cuba, Indonesia, and the
Philippines.
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Kerala plans disease ‘outbreak calendar’

HT N YPIT s Y il 9T W ¢

Kerala plans disease
‘outbreak calendar’

THIRUVANANTHAPURAM

The Kerala government
will create a calendar to
map seasonal and regional
patterns of disease out-
breaks in the State in a bid
to give the public health
system’s response an ad-
ded edge in the future.
Health Minister K. Mura-
leedharan noted at a press
conference on Tuesday
that, for one, Nipah cases
are repeatedly reported in
the Perambra region of
Kozhikode between May
and September. Curiously,

some districts, notably Pa-
lakkad, have not reported
any shigellosis cases so far,
he said. “Disease patterns
might vary from time to
time, but several viruses
seem to follow seasonal
patterns,” he said.

He said the reasons for
pathogens following seaso-
nal and regional patterns
remained unclear and
were a major area of re-
search. An “outbreak ca-
lendar” would give the pu-
blic health system greater
predictive accuracy and
help it calibrate disease
prevention and response.

17j6. Kerala plans disease ‘outbreak calendar’

FT A ‘YPT FeisT Y AT a1 W@ e

e Kerala government will create a calendar to
map seasonal and regional patterns of disease
outbreaks in the State in a bid to give the public health
system’s response an added edge in the future.

A WHR TT H A7 gohat & Atga 31k e yfawat =
ATATIFOT et §] Teh HFaAsT TR 3T, AT stfasy &
Ao FAREY YOITelT T GTafehar 1 ifaRed sed deret
$r T TS|

e Curiously, some districts, notably Palakkad, have
not reported any shigellosis cases so far, he said.

3egiel el foh 3MeTdsielsh &9 & $o forell, faive yeras,
F 379 oo RETNTIE 1 A1$ Aen RAe a6t fhar s g

e He said the reasons for pathogens following
seasonal and regional patterns remained unclear and were
a major area of research.

3ogiol gl foh APTSTeTeh] GaRT AMFAT UF 8131 gfawat &

3TTEROT foRT SiTet & ROT 3187 8 Tse =761 € 3R FE IrTHUT T Teh ToW &1 ¢

o An “outbreak calendar” would give the public health system greater predictive accuracy
and help it calibrate disease prevention and response.
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Govt. orders blocking of Telegram app till NEET re-examination

FIHR A NEET TeTdiaT a& Telegram 9 Y T FIa HT 3T fa
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The Indian Air Force (IAF) will participate in Exercise Pitch Black 2026
AT a1 QT (IAF) 378 R selr 2026 3 s1mar @

Govt. orders blocking of Telegram app till NEET re-examination
{GS Il Internal Security 4

Aroon Deep
NEW DELHI

At the National Testing
Agency (NTA)’s request,
the Centre is blocking the
messaging app Telegram in
India untii Monday, in
what the NTA described as
a “response to the organ-
ised use of the platform by
cheating rackets to defraud
candidates appearing for
the NEET (UG) 2026 re-ex-
amination scheduled on 21
June 2026

On Tuesday evening, a
few hours after the govern-
ment’s order, at least one
telecom operator had al-
ready blocked access to the
service, and the app’s list-
ing was taken down from
Google Play and Apple’s
App Store. This is the first
time that a messaging app
operating at such a scale is
being blocked in India by

the Ministry of Electronics
and Information Technolo-
gy, even for a limited pe-
riod.

The NTA emphasised
that this blocking was “cali-
brated and bounded in
time,” and that it would be
lifted later.

The agency said that
several Telegram groups
were advertising fake test
papers for the upcoming
NEET and defrauding can-
didates willing to pay for
them.

Telegram founder Pavel
Durov criticised the block-
ing, saying it “punishes”
over 15 crore “ordinary Te-
legram users in India”.
Banning the app even tem-
porarily, he said, “is a
mistake”.

“The leaks just moved
to other apps”, Mr. Durov
added. While it is unclear
what he was referring to,

The NTA has emphasised that the blocking is ‘calibrated and
bounded in time,’ and that it would be lifted later. REUTERS

the NTA on the day kept
dismissing the legitimacy
of certain screenshots pur-
ported to be that of the up-
coming NEET exam’s ques-
tion paper.

“Over the past few
weeks, we removed hun-
dreds of channels sharing
leaked exam materials and
related scams in India. We
are also making the “edit-
ed” label more visible to

prevent backdating
scams,” he said.

“Acting on inputs re-
ceived continuously from
NTA, from State law-enfor-
cement agencies including
the police forces of Bihar,
Guijarat and Rajasthan, and
from its own continuous
monitoring of public chan-
nels and platforms, the In-
dian Cyber Crime Coordi-
nation Centre (14C), under

the Ministry of Home Af-
fairs, has secured the
prompt take-down of a
substantial number of Te-
legram channels, groups
and bots whose names and
content openly advertised
their fraudulent and mis-
leading purpose,” the
agency said.

There are several Tele-
gram groups circulating
everything from pirated
links to real-time news up-
dates from established or-
ganisations; the platform
has attracted many users
as it offers features such as
integrating bots into the
platform, not typically
found on other popular
platforms such as What-
sApp and Signal.

In a video message, NTA
Director-General Abhishek
Singh said, “To all parents,
1 say, please protect your
child from financial fraud

and from the panic these
rackets are designed to
create. NTA is committed
to a fair, secure and credi-
ble examination, and to act
against every person in-
volved in spreading these
scams.”

Additionally, many
groups, the NTA said, were
editing past messages with
recent exam paper ques-
tions, to fake their capabil-
ities in obtaining question
papers in advance.

In separate directions,
the IT Ministry said that it
had ordered Telegram to
disable message editing as
well until June 30, to shut
off “this avenue of fabrica-
tion for the post-examina-
tion window in which such
artefacts have historically
been deployed.”

IAF FERRYING NEET PAPERS
» PAGE 6

17j6. Govt. orders blocking of Telegram app till NEET re-examination

AIEHR o NEET Yad{iat a Telegram X9 FY TS FIoT HT TS fora

Telegram blocked temporarily in India over NEET (UG) 2026 scam concerns

afte (gEi) 2026 THET & STE LIETS FY ITRAFIHT F FROT HRA H TITH FEURA T & HTwY

e At the National Testing Agency (NTA)’s request, the Centre is blocking the messaging app
Telegram in India until Monday, in what the NTA described as a “response to the organised
use of the platform by cheating rackets to defraud candidates appearing for the NEET (UG)
2026 re-examination scheduled on 21 June 2026.”

TSERT GETOT TSIHY (NTA) & 3T 0T g WIFR o Rl H T HaT 0T ARITH ! AHIR
ook 3Ta%ed Y feaT ¥l NTA & 58 21 ST 2026 1 fuiRa e (Faf) 2026 Ferddiam #F enfdrer
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e This is the first time that a messaging app operating at such a scale is being blocked in India
by the Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology, even for a limited period.

IE Yol IV & T Sciet 93 TR 9T Fannford fordly Feer dar U0 ol gaeeliarey v el
WigAErhT FATer GarT AR H, Hol & AT 3afer & o, ey fhar s g

e Telegram founder Pavel Durov criticised the blocking, saying it “punishes” over 15 crore
ordinary Telegram users in India.
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Air Force to
take part in
‘Exercise

Pitch Black

GS I Internal Security |

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Indian Air Force (IAF)
will participate in Exercise
Pitch Black 2026, the Royal
Australian Air Force’s
(RAAF) premier multina-
tional air combat exercise,
scheduled to be held in
Australia’s Northern Terri-
tory from July 20 to
August.

Australian High Com-
missioner to India Philip
Green OAM announced In-
dia’s participation on X on
Tuesday, tagging the IAF’s
official handle and citing
the exercise as an oppor-
tunity to strengthen re-
gional  interoperability
across the Indo-Pacific.

According to the Austra-
lian Defence Ministry, the
exercise will bring together
more than 100 aircraft and
personnel from 19 allied
and partner nations, pro-
viding a platform for parti-
cipating air forces to en-
hance operational
interoperability, streng-
then military cooperation,
and refine air combat tac-
tics. Exercise Pitch Black is
the RAAF’s largest interna-
tional exercise.

¥ 3% g S IuaerEaT EfRa B |

e We are also making the ‘edited’ label more visible to prevent backdating
scams,” he said.

& ‘uf3es’ daa & 3t 317 Tuse 97 @ § afer denafEar avamerd: s et 5T Tk,
3r6‘m hal|

e Platforms, the Indian Cyber Crime Coordination Centre (14C), under the
Ministry of Home Affairs, has secured the prompt take-down of a substantial

number of Telegram channels, groups and bots whose names and content openly
advertised their fraudulent and misleading purpose,” the agency said.

ToTH = et foh NTA, TagR, JeRTd 3R Teredr &1 Jiord At To3 T Hlefe
el TSl AT Frdstiateh defell AR CIthTH! T 39l Teld IR & areet
IATHT & TR W) I[E FHATT & A3l HrNcT HRART g IO FHead Fg (14C)
o OH 37¥eh el HsTell, Faggl 3N STCH I cTeehlel GeardT ¢ Toteleh w11 3 AFal
el i I UErerSIqot T e 3ecedl #T TR Y Ik U

e In avideo message, NTA Director-General Abhishek Singh said, “To all

parents, | say, please protect your child from financial fraud and from the panic these
rackets are designed to create.

T NfSAT G H NTA & Agifacers 3fds &g 7 a1, “& gaft iRt & Fgar
AT § foh I 379) St Y faefiar eTererst 3R 3o7 gekige thello) aTel 5241 & e
W Toieg A TR STTeETeY el X ¢ |

17j6. The Indian Air Force (IAF) will participate in Exercise Pitch
Black 2026

T aTg AT (IAF) 378 T selsh 2026 # 7T |

e The Indian Air Force (IAF) will participate in Exercise Pitch Black 2026,
the Royal Australian Air Force’s (RAAF) premier multinational air combat
exercise, scheduled to be held in Australia’s Northern Territory from July 20 to
August.

HRART ARy AT (IAF) TFERETSS fa sdF 2026 (Exercise Pitch Black 2026) # 19T
o9, S e HFEE T TR BRI (RAAF) &7 YT SEIsErT §aTé eUTsar &1 I8
s iteeforar & ateet SRE A 20 Far$ F e ek AT fobam S|

e Exercise Pitch Black is the RAAF’s largest international exercise.

TFHHATSS O seleh AT A TATA TIT BRY (RAAF) FT I F37T ARSI 77
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